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A Tak of Horror 1 which but to hear it told» 
Shall freeze the youngeft blood to agtd cold | 
Appal the foul, like to the Auihor*t when 
He pant^dt and fear*d the daring of hit pen. 
In dim*ft attire Myfter/ leads the fong. 
Inventive Artsprotraft the iflbe long ; 
Hatred, blafphemyy and the ▼ilcr lovCf 
Gleamlefi of virtue, are Jtfi€t above. 
Youths of Paflion ! forth t denounce my page I 
For clear revealing all your paffions rage t 
But ye of gentler souk ! fome plaudingt ventf 
For juftly dooming Paffion*i pnnUiment. 
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THMEE BROTHERS- 



CHAPTER X. 

•Twas night, the weft Wind4gh*ti, the night-bird triU*4r , 

Through the broad iky array*d| 

Roird hofts of ilars in fiery can 

Around the lunar maid : 
'Twas uighty when martial Ardolph fondly wiird ^ 

To leave the camp behind. 

His wife furprize, whofe wiAfut figha l - 

He fancied in the wind 
ArriY'd, he vaults all bound, the garden treads^ tl 

Embowcr'd, O horror a'>d difmay ! 

His Sabra*s charms a falfc friend's armc 

Enclosed in am*rous play 
He fpeaks, his fword unfl)eath*d, Ihook o*er their headr' 

To fpare^s worft enmity ; 

Of love uke fill, I draw to kill ' 

"Who makes it adultery. 



Just as the Cavalier had narrated 
the period of his abode in Africa, the 
ioud voice of the helmfman was heard 
to proclaim their approach within eye- 
fliot of the town di Garda ; and in lefs 
than the fourth of 'an hour, the barque 
was fafely moored within a confined bay, 
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that reprefented an harbour in miniature* 
The landing place was thronged with 
the townfpeople, who, anxious to learn 
the event of the iiege, perfecuted the 
crew with numberlefs enquiries. When 
they were informed, and at laft per- 
fuaded, thaJ'the power df Julian was 
completely diffolved, they demonftrated 
a joy proportionable to their intereft ; 
for it long had been an undetefted 
cuftom with the former, to embark his^ 
condottieri on nofturnal piracies along 
the fliores of the lake, which vicinities 
were fo filled with conllernation by an , 
unknown ettemy. Soon as it was com- 
municated that the paffengers were 
Gallic noblepnen delivered, from .the 
dungeons of the tyrant, an unaninious 
offer of fervice was made j and an cafy 
Utter being brought for the accorramoda- 
tion of the enervated .Marquis, by a 
fuite including all the plebeians of the . 
place, he was conveyed to the refi- 
dence of the commandant, who invited 
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and welcomed him with refpeftful hof- 
pitallity. The whole town was in a 
commotion of triumph 5 and as the 
proceffion paffed> the lattices were 
beautified with fpeSatreffes* To his 
own chivalric appearance Henri con- 
ceitedly afcribed the pleafure that real- 
ly emanated from their humanity. To 
one lady in particular, whofe eyes flionc 
with gaiety as they approached, he 
was endeavouring to exhibit tokens of 
his admiration, when Claudio, who rode 
befide him, faluted her affeftionately j 
and then Henri recollefted that he was 
wafting his expreffions on Camilla. 
This Was but a momentary mortifica- 
tion, for he longed to communicate to 
fome fair- female his romantic adven- 
tures in the caftle, of which he con- 
ceived the hiftory of his endurance muft. 
make him irrefiftibly captivating. He 
was inconfiderate that tfce hero he 
fo earneftly wiflied to denote himfelf, 
could be but faintly admired in a body 
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.emaciated and' debilitated far iDeneath 
.the ftandard of feminine approbation. 

Had the change been only in his 
exterior, it would have beenhappy for 
Jiim, To the preceding inteirefting 
nacrative, fhe had attended with emo- 
tions of greater vigor than delicacy. 
•The .expedition, with which it com^ 
menced, had ' expeedingly entertained 
•him ; but tlie fubterranean occurrences 
that enfued, difquieted him with envy 
of the prowefs of Claudip ; from whofe 
fubfequent detail he was often abftfafl:- 
ed iri the refleftion, whether he could 
have delivered ;hin>felf from the negroes 
.as ingenjoufly as the Csfcveiierhad done. 
•The difcov^y.of Camilfla 'eflEaced thefe 
-coi^deratio.ns, and hisiiatoalprefump- 
.tion Celt humbled before the. g^riandeur 
.of Orafmyn : the craft of Hil<iebrand 
her^fopnd to be fathomlefs by conjefture, 
,coriTeq,u<ently he was obliged to await 
in p^itience the progrefs of the tale for 
its eli^cidation. But Claudio's delicacy 
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whh regard to Jemilly, was what he 
neither could conceive or credit ;• 
iftformich that he pra£tifed^an hundred 
infidious arts to- inveigle the Cavalier 
into a confeffion of the truth, which 
Henri imagined he might have con- 
cealed inihame for its criminality.. But 
GIaudio*s perfe6l innocence fruftrated 
thofe arts, and' alio blinded him to the- 
drift of the youth, which, otherwife,. 
he would have reprimanded. Thus 
varioufly did he hear the latter part of 
thofe misfortunes/ of which the firft 
account had melted him to pity and 
condolence ; but the valor of the Ca- 
valier now filled him with envy, his 
continence with contempt. 

But his curiofity was ftill predomi- 
nant, .and as the awakening of the 
Marquis had interrupted the Cavalier's, 
detail of what' had befallen him fince 
his return to Ghriftendoni,' Henri ra-* 
ther indecoroufly abandoned his father- 
to the urbanity of ftrangers, and ac-. 
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compankd Claudio to the lodgings of 
Camillo. 

On their Way thither, Claudio com- 
municated, that foon as he landed in 
Spain, and a prieft could be procured, 
be was indiflblubly connefted to Ca- 
milla. As there were, no bonds of 
kindred fufficiently ftrong to detain 
them in Spain, they forthwith journied 
for Italy, for the purpofe of precifely 
afcertaining the fate of Camilla's vaft 
patrimony. In their paffage through 
the Venetiai; State, Claudio reminded 
Henri that they had compaffed his 
relief from the Officers of Juftice ; but 
ever Cnce that occurence, which hap- 
pened about a month back, they had 
vainly ' labored to recover any of the 
property, which was all gone to en- 
dow the Carthufian Monaftery. 

Ay, the monaftery to which Hilde* 

brand belonged ? '* Henri remark- 
ed. Claudio merely anfwered affirma- 
tively^ but to the other's inquiries about 
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HiMebrand himfelf he gave an ac- 
count-— That the enmity betwixt him 
and the Monk, had fo divided the crew 
into faflions, that, in a moment of ge- 
neral repentance, they refolvcd to com- 

pofe their differences by transferring 

• » ^^ 

the acrinionioQ& pried to another veflel ; 
which fiep was eafily taken> as a nu- 
merous (hipping were day and night 
in fight and hearing. For the tranf- 
ports, in which the foldiers of the ex- 
pedition were reimbarked, had beeki 
fo fcverely rebuffed by the winds into 
the various harbours along the coaft of 
Barbary^ that therein they were weather- 
bound all the time of his abode in Af* 
rica, which, notwithftanding the vicif- 
fitiides and complicatenefs of his ad- 
ventures, was onfy a few weeks. The 
fame change of weather that favored 
him, favored the fleet; confequently 
the 'voyage was made in company, till 
a ftormy renewal again difperfed and 
blew them feparately on the fliores (yf 
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Europe, where the Emperor himfelf 
did not arrive earlier than he> Claudioy 
did. 

Hienri then aflced whether Claudio 
Lad ever heard more of Hildebrand. 
The Cavalier replied, That he had not 
heard definitively of him, but that, (hock-, 
ed left he fhould return and impofe on 
\ht Monks of his Monaftery, he had 
pjoufly acquitted himfelf, by difclofihg- 
to therp the deteftable truth of his 
gpoftady. . Continued Claudio,. Their 
aftotiifliment was exceflive,. for lb highly 
did; they refpeft the rigid aufterity of 
Hildebrand, that all tendered him a 
tacit, though in many it was an in- 
voluntary fubmiffion. That he, whom 
they had cautioufly elefted to reprefent 
and glorify the Order in foreign fcenes 
oif tumult and infidelity,, (hould himfelf 
degenerate into the latter crime, was 
fo heinous an inftance of the impeifec- 
teon of their habits of life, of his indi- 
vidual frailty of principle, and theic 
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general fratlty of judgement, that they 
felt humiliated in my eyes, and fo dif- 
ferently fr5m makings me acknowledge- 
ments, they became the more difinclin-r 
ed from granting in any degree my 
main fuit. 

They now turned fron) the caufewa^yi 
and afcended the fteps that fed to a 
hbirfe, which reprefented that medium 
between poverty and richncfs, which 
is flyled' creditable. As they were 
paffing through the porch, Claudio told 
Henri, that thither he and Camilla had 
removed' about a fortnight before, at 
the fruftration ' of their hopes to with- 
draw from the avarice of the Pricfts a 
flight proportion of what too likely had 
been gained hy their craft. 1 hat they 
preferred a habitation fo near the Lake, 
as each wtis interefted to gain intelli- 
gence concerning his condition in the 
Caftle di Fiafcano, Concluded Clau- 
dio; " Onr chief entertainment has 
'" "beciii the* contrivance of a correfpoin 
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" dence with you> ancl^ latterly, we 
" had fiirthered our plan almoft to 
completion. But the news of the 
fiege put it afide;. and thanks to 
God! all folicitude is now briefly 
" concluded in my fortunate refcue of 
/^ you and ypur noble father." The 
particulars of this event wefe minutely 
detailed to Camilla, by whom they 
were mor« than cordially welcomed. 
She barkened to the account with feel- 
ings of a warmth that left a fome-time 
glow of animation on her languid fea- 
tures.. Henri ftedfaftly regarded her 
while flie was engroffed by the ftory- 
telling Claudio, and after he was fatif-/ 
fied that fhe was rather below than 
above the middle fize, and her figure 
lefs majeftic than alluring; that her 
features were pretty when fettled, but 
charming when afilive in. expression ^ 
that fhe had uhblemifhed eyes,, polifh- 
ed teeth, ornamental hair; and that 
ber whole perfon was brought intc^ 
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f)lay by a demeanor of graceful frank- 
nefs ; he then began to debate on that, 
which in woman is moft dubious and 
delicate — age. But in Camilla this fub- 
jeft was more than ordinarily abftrufe ; 
and Henri's talents and experience were 
equally unfitted to encounter difficul- 
ties. At one moment, he would have 
fworn that (he was a girl not yet of 
age J but a fecond obfervation inftrufit- 
ed him, that it was the tranfient youth- 
fulnefs which the delivery of a good 
fentiment can fpread over the counte- 
nance ; for when it was withdrawn, the 
uncolored palenefs that remained, per- 
plexed him anew with corijeSure^ 
According to the variation of thefe ex- 
preilionsx he fubtra6ted, or multiplied 
her years. His mind at lengthy was fo 
^tigued by the rapidity of its paflfage up 
and down, from twenty to thirty, from 
thirty to twenty, without being ftation- 
ary at any one of the intervening ages for 
three minutes together, that he relinr 

B 6/ 
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quIQied his purpofe in defpair of ite 
iticcefs. He was unverfed in thofe in*- 
fallible figns, by whicb a naaa of the 
world would have been guided in his 
opinion^, that Camilla- was but? abirth^ ' 
day more or lefs than four and- twenty-. 
But a pallid defpendency difguifed her 
youthj for nafurally (he was of that 
kind of women, whofe fprightlineft 
ever refifts the ftigmas of time. 
^ But that Claudio- fecretly warned 
Henri from any^allufions'to the misfori 
tunes in Africa^ the latter would ^have 
fpoten openly about tbemv By fo doing 
-he would . bitterly have iryured Camib 
Jb» who,. as it was,^-did. net appear to 
difapprove his company : yet, foon as 
the ceremony hi a collatioa was" re^ 
lalced', ffee retired, and, a few minutes 
afterward«r came an apology- to the 
^ei]itlenien, but a requeft to Claudioi 
that he would excufe^her re-a'ppearance. 
• Glaudio fighed as ihe gave it;, and 
turned tp Henri, whof<l afpeft was ri^ 
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dicnlous from furprife and mortifica- 
tion. " Then we fhall not fee her 
again to- night ?"^ faid • the Cavalier. 
I thoughts" replied Glaudio, " that 
ple^fure at your delivery, for which 
fee has propofed fb' friendly an inters 
eft; catiJd h<ve kepf heg with us at 
f*M^^^%ieeti;ng.. But' her former 
" l^^Kdnefs can but faintly fliew 
" itfclf amid- the horrors thofe laft 
'" fcencs among the Moors have left 
" on her mihd. I often hear her in 
her flecp call out the names of Je* 
milly, Philippo, Orafmyn : but, alas 1 
my friend, my name (he . often cou* 
pies with that of the Monk ; and 
fometimes (he places epithets before 
• it, wttlcif awake Qvs would - (boner 
**" die- than' utter; 

• • • • 

Henri was fo amazed at the differ- 
ence^ t6 what he exp^fted, that he 
€ould';not help* exclaiming, ** Then; 
.*^ ' after jail the torments of youf ^ fepd- 
*t. ' rajioift, 'y(m- reallf ai«e net ' *' happy 
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*^ together?" Claudio attempted to 
fmile ofF his indignation, while he ex- 
plained, that the like fenfibility that was 
effential to their happinefs, at prefent 
interrupted it. Said he, " I cannot from 
my heart reprove thofe tears, which 
lalmoftdaily fee my fweet Camilla 
*^ (hed to the memory of a dead man, 
" whofe laft aft of life was to give her to 
*^ me, even when in her bridal drefs." 
" And all its jewels too ?*' cried Henri. 
• '' Yes," faid Claudio, " with her he 
" bellowed what have proved to be 
^^ the only meatts of hefiupport. Some 
*^ of thofe jewels I have already ex-. 
*^ changed, and the reft will provide 
•^ for a long future. Every time (he 
" beholds them, Camilla weepg ; and 
" there is a little fun-burnt child, born 
of the proprietors of thehoufe, whofe 
appearance continually torments her 
" with the memory of Philippe. I 
'^ once furprifed her nouriihing it as a* 
^' moJtber> Indeed^ though U poig^ 
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nantly pains me to oppofe her affec* 

tions, yet I have thought it proper, 
•* fecretly to interdift the child being 
" brought where Ihe may fee it." 

« Well/' faid Henri, « the time may 
** not be diftant, when (he may be cop- 
** foled for the lofs of her firft child, by 
" the birth of a fecond.** 

Claudio flirunk from the indelicacy 
of the other's fprightlinefs, and gravely 
replied, that that time mud be diftant, 
as, as yet, they hardly had been marri* 
ed fix ^eets.- They then parted for 
the nighty with each a promife to fee 
the other early the enfuing day. 

On his return, Henri found the Mar«^ 
quis refiored to a conveHable (late. A 
brief difcourfe arofe between them re* 

lative to their recent deliverance, which 

« 

the elder aicribed .to providence, the 
younger to the Cavalier; to whom 
Henri befought his father to compen- 
fate for his unjuft and inhofpitable re* 
ception at Chateau. Rivemont^ by isie 
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viting him to make that place his refi- 
dence atpl^afure; The Mafquis, aware 
how fatally he had ' miftaken thetfuth' 
in that tranfaftion; was mentally ac- 
quiefcent in his fon's requeft ; but liiUhe 
refitted itt)ecaufe another urged it, and^ 
indulged in all thofe fcruple's of oppo- 
. fition, by which* he ever ftudied to- en- 
hance the favorof a tardy compliance. 
Henri at length ceafed* his* importunity; 
and then- his defire was granted.- War-» 
ranted by the Marquis to a'£l juft as he 
pleafed with regard' to his friend, he 
retired to the bed, wh'erfe Glaudio and 
Camilla* occupied Ms thoughtstill they 
llept. When he dreamed, that as he 
was embracing Larina, Ihe fuddeniy 
was transformed into Camilla, and Ca- 
miija/a moment afterwanls, into a flee- 
leton of" death': the letter' loathfome 
prefence ^woke him* in difmay. * 

This vifion much difcompof^d nim, 
and arifijig betimes," he repaired to the 
habit-ation of't'h^' Cavalier, -to 'u^rhont 
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he communicated it. Claudio would 
have ridiculed it, but the junction of 
Camilla with death was fo frightful to 
his love, and the jun6iion of Camilla 
with Lavina fo degrading to his pride^ 
that he ferioufly enjoined Henri, never 
for the future to mention them together 
in his hearing. The latter was fome- 
what ruffled by this reproof, and his 
manner of giving the forementioned 
invitation was imgracious, or the Cava^ 
lier would not have hefitated to adcept 
it. Henri, much afraid it (hould be 
refufed, after he fo confidently had* 
fpoken to his father of its acceptance,, 
ufed much perfualion,' whereas but lit-* 
tie was requifite. 

He enumerated to the Cavalier the 
.various difadvantages of his condition, 
and expatiated on their effects in Ca^ 
milla. How uncomfortably, (he mufl: 
feel the tranfition from a capacioua 
^-iplendid palace to a confined undeco- 
rated abode > from trains of agile flavea 
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* 

to two or three aukward hirelings. He' 
argued, that this falling off was alone 
fufficient to difpirit her; and that as he, 
the Cavalier, had not a fortune to reme- 
dy it, it was the more incumbent on 
him to accept the offer of a friend who 
had. That her refidence in Languedoc 
would be cheered by the chief images 
of that magnificence^ to which fhe had 
been accuftomcd ; confequently, her eyes 
would no'longer be pained by a plebeian 
contraft. He finifhed by a hint, that 
he hoped, through his father, to re- 
compence for the fatigues of Claudio's 
journey, by procuring him a commif- 
fion in the French- fervice 

This kindnefs excufed to the Cava- 
lier the freedom of the foregoing argu- 
ments, which from no other would he 
have endured ; as it was, he wafhed to 
interrupt them twice or thrice, and yet 
Henri, he allowed, was entitled to 
fpeak his fentiments openly, on account 
of the friendfhip that dictated theni. 
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He now no longer declined to accept the 
invitation, for his heart was really with 
the Chcvalien But Camilla was ftill 
to be gainibd ; and when (he appeared, 
Henri, carelefs of the morning faluta-^ 
tions or other introdu£lion, repeated the 
invitation to her ; which he urged with 
much eloquence, and enforced by men^' 
tioning her hulband's approbation of it. 
Whether Camilla was pleafed with 
his requeft, or amufed by his manner, 
was dubious ; but ihe heard him with 
complacency, and anfwered with gra- 
titude; 
The feme day his new guefts wercpre- 
fented to the Marquis, who received 
them with a ftately politenefs, which 
denoted the difference he made in his 
own mind, between his friends and the 
friends of his fon. He neither greeted 
Claudio with gratitude for his late con« 
du£t, nor repentance of his former ill 
treatment. The Cavalier was hurt at 
the qmiSxo^, which he could only slU 
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tribute to the pain that any coHoqufal. 
exertion might occafion to the debilitated. 
Marquis: meantime Henri feemed to 
have exchanged his reafbii for his 
friends. . t* 

It was now^ meditated by the Mar- 
quis to commence his journey home- 
watd. «The conyi£tion that his eitates 
were difordered by the intriguesj)f Ju-" 
liauj urged him to be the announcer of 
his own prefervation and the: others 
overthrow '^ fo might he furprife the 
,€miffaries of the latter, and difcriminatc' 
among his vaffals the faithful from the* 
feiithlefs.. Speed being the objeft, 
Glaudio advifed a journey througfi 
Switzerland, as the lels circuitous traft; 
But the Marquis and the Chevaiier« 
were averfe from that, couffe,. as tbeyr 
dreaded the poffibility.of an encounter:, 
with Julian> who had fled toward 
thofe parts. Jfiiiltn's profefljon of kin- 
dred Jo Claudio, had diminiflied in the 
totter that poignant horror^,^ which pof-» 
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feffed the othere ; fo that he thought 
did they encounter him, which, though 
■it was not impailible, was of all inci- 
dents-t^ moft improbable, even then 
his fraternal ties to one of the company, 
would cauTe him to fpare the whole. 
The Cavalier's private wifhes»to pafs 
<oyer,^yitzerland, endued his recom- 
mendations with fuch energy, that his 
timorous ' opponents were redargued ; 
and Camilla's conipofure i:t difcuding a 
'ih$arat;e they fo much feared, Ihamed 
them"to'a compliance. Accordingly 
preparations for a mountainous journey 
were im^mediately agitated. 

,In a fow days they departed the bof- 
pitibie town di GaMa, and directed 
their progrefs towards the Vallais. As 
the Marquis abfolutely refufed tovoy-. 
age over the lake, they were obliged 
'" to double it : in fo doifl^ they rccrdlTed 
tbei'Tkirts o£~llic eftate' ^i Fidfeno. 
WKiW cWmp.^fiiiig the ba^'O^a t^kbop- 
_ tain, CaiTTina aw'pke from ber»¥Bverie 
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to poirtt out the various nurferies of her 
childhood with an intereft that moif- 
tened her eyes. Henri relented while 
flie addreflfed him ; but the proud 
Marquis endeavoured to caft on his fon 
an upbraiding eye-ihot, for having in- 
volved him in an ignoble fociety. His 
malevolence was more felt than ex- 
preffed, for it pafTed unnoticed, by Clau- 
dio, who was unoccupied by the fcencry 
around, his thoughts being intent on 
what JJenri had once mentioned, which 
was, that, although his father had com'- 
manded in Italy, he was ever uawiliing 
to difcourfe on that warfarSe. As Clau- 
dio was experimentally verfed in the 
}art Italian wars, and (ludiouily read in 
thofe preceding, he was reafonable 
in his hopes to reduce the Marquii» to* 
difcoiirfe on thpfe fubjefts. But the 
Msrqyi^ leemeJd^eftitute of that .amia* 
hk tendency to talk over paft exploits, 
which chara£lerifes the worthy foldier. 
He perfcftly confirmed his fon*s com- 
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plaint, by refifting all the arts of the 
Cavalier, whofe difappointmcnt was 
allayed by wonder ^tt the unaccounta- 
blenefsof the Marquis's averlion from 
the topic, as the few remarks he was 
induced to make, were not ;nerely ap- 
plicable, but erudite, lit being evident 
that deficiency of knowledge was not 
his reftraint, the fufpicion was war- 
rante.cj, that allied to that knowledge 
were fome tendernefles of confcience^ 
which bled afreili when touched by 
memory. 

The party were now ftartled by a 
clangor of neighbouring trumpets, of 
which the reiPQte breathings had charm?* 
ed Claudio's thoughts to war aJmoft 
without he himfelf being aware of it. 
The carriage and it efcort ftopped, for 
clofe before this horfesheads, and ath wast 
the road, were marching the befieging 
troops. They were returning from ;the 
Caftle, which already was chiefly da 
nxoliflied, for Claudio glanced his eyes 
8 
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around that part of the upper ho- 
rizon, without difcovery of its tall and 
numerous turrets, which,, formerly, 
when beheld from a diftance, gave you 
the idea of their being dependent from 
the clouds, rather than that their foun- 
dations were in earth. His undivided 
attention therefore, was engroffed by 
the fuccefsful arniy, which difplayed 
itfelf with every attraftion of mufic, 
ftandards, and equeftrian officers. While 
the van tvas fharpening, according to 
the caprice of the ways, into long- 
files, that writhed like the windings 
of a ferpent through the country, the 
rearward companies were blended by 
the diftance in one refulgent mafs of 
arras and armor, which reprefented an 
earthly fun, and vied with that above. 
The foldiers were laden with indivi- 
dual plimder, and they joyfully purfued 
their track in obedience to the fignals, 
that were waved or founded to them; 
by thofe, who, for that purpofe, were 
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advanced on the forward eminences, 
whence might be diftinguiflied the pro- 
vince : their countenances brightened, 
and their ftrides lengthened, as they 
paffed in this accidental review. The 
oftentatious difplay of the captive ban- 
ners, and the fucceflion of waggons la- 
den with fpoil, to which the officers 
and (late had claims, together with the 
careful order of the march, which was 
intended to awe the provinces with the 
fate of Julian, and to warn them from 
the like to his mifdeeds, more refem- 
bled the triumph of a national army, 
than the return of a petty brigade from 
the overthrow of a robber, which they 
affefted to ftyle Julian. Claudio con- 
fidered, that a man is perhaps lefs glo- 
rified by an unclouded profperity, than 
by an unreafonable joy in his enemies, 
when he is caft down. 

The commander, who was riding 
along the lines, obfervant of the deten- 
tion of the travellers, and inftru£ted 

VOL. IV. . c 
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Y^hom they were, difpat.ched,one of the. 
numerous officers, by wliom he was 
fUrrounded, to exprefs- his greetings to 
the Marq.uis. The fame officer com- 
mjanded the ranks, to. difclofe, which 
being done, they paffed through ; but 
the track taking an abrupt turning, car- 
ried them clofe along the line, towards 
thajear.. As they drove on, Camilla 
fhrunk (r^m the impolite gaze of the 
officers, while to Ciaudioi whofe bat 
was dignified with the military plu- 
mage, the military falute was often re- 
peated. But his.regar.d was caught by 
tke appearance of a carriage, which, 
except a:.fe.w. ftragglers, concluded .the 
march., . The impediments and.narrow- 
nefs of the way, caufed the- two vehicles 
to linger when met ; in confequence, 
Claudio had a Jong opportunity to re- 
cognize Larina, w^feofe: looks of incor* 
rigible wantonnefe wete mtent on the 
juvenile and really handfome features 
of the volunteer, nobleman, to whofe 
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fervkes ihe was configned. They were 
by themfelves; he clofely feated befide 
her, and their inner arms twifted into 
one. Yet was fhe on the way to Ve- 
nice, where her eftatc was to be confif- 
cated, her nobility aboliflied, her huf- 
band profcribed, and herfelf abandoned 
to fortune. But how unconquerable 
were her fpirits, was prefently inftan- 
ced ; for when aroufed by the parley of 
the drivers, flie partially raifed her lids, 
and caught a view of Henri, the half- 
fliut tendernefs of her eyes expanded to 
emit a lightning of wrath, which blafted 
the Chevalier into a corner of the car- 
riage. Claudio too was ttruck, and he 
mentally exclaimed, though unhappy 

for herfelf, how happy is it for man- 

* 

kind in general, that this woman, of fo 
fuperior a creation, confines her ambi- 
tion and powers to man individually ! 
He followed her carriage with his eyes, 
and he gueffed that fhe was apprifing 
her companion, againft whom her 

c 2 
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glances were leveHed ; for the latter 
projefted half out of the window, 
and looked back with an angry coun- 
tenance, which denoted how impetu- 
ous he was to wage the battles of his 
miftrefs, even with her quondam lover, 
to whofe defertion he was indebted for 
his prefent happinefs. 

The indirection of the road deprived 
the Cavalier of further profpeft of the 
Inamorato, at whom he could not help 
fmiling. JJut when he drew in his head, 
on account of fome .peevifli difapproba- 
tion from the Marquis, and regarded 
the embarrafTment of Henri, pity fup- 
planted mirth, and he endeavoured by 
conyerfation to relieve him. Henri felt 
the obligation, ^nd fupported his part 
with tolerable coUeftioji. The dif- 
courfe, from a few remarks on the re- 
cent military objefts, matured to a 
difcuflion of fome principles of war. 
The Marquis's decifive objeftion to 
thefe topips overcame his complaifance. 
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and he angrily enj.oined his fon to be 
fiJent on them ; which injunftion im- 
plied a rebuke to the Cavalier for ftart- 
ing them^ 

As they went onwards, they found the 
whole region rejoicing in the fate of 
Julian. The mere mention of theiir 
fufFering^ by, arid antipathy to Julian^ 
was fufficient to attra£t more tenders 
of fervice than they could employ. 
The carriage wa& ailided- up the accli'^ 
vities, provender was brought to the 
horfes, refrefhments to the attendants, 
while the fuperiors were prefented with 
the choiceff fruits, for which no other 
compenfatioa wa^ defired or aflced, 
than a curfe on Julian; and a fliout at 
his deftruftion./Cla'udio neither curfed, 
fhouted, or ate; and he half difputed 
with Henri, who did air three. 

As they approached the Vallais, aff. 
thefe tumults abated*; and when they 
left Italy they got without the fphere of 
Julian's renown, and of his dcteftation. 

c 3 
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It was now that the Marquis felt the 
true value of Claudio's company ; par- 
ticularly in furmpunting the Gemmi, a 
range of mountain which partly defend 
the canton of Berne to the fouth. . The 
' terrors of his mind and the debilities 
of his body were alike Toothed and af- 
fifted by the Cavalier, to whofe tran- 
quil liability was contrafted the iixftable 
impetuofity of Henri. 

When advanced on the heights of 
Switzerland, , they were at liberty to 
enjoy the fublime nature of the ferne- 
ry, unallayed by other feelings of dan- 
ger, than thpfc of the imagination ; 
for the Mountaineers conduced them 
through the fecure trafts, which gene- 
rally were concealed in places of a con- 
trary appearance. To the refiftance 
which Providence hath every where 
oppofed 'gainft the current of invafion, 
Claudio well knew the Helvetic inde- 
pendence was attributable ; for had not 
their mountains, their rocks, and their 
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rugged ways, taken a (liare in their 
battles, it was improbable that a few 
patriots qould have conquered in, or 
even furvived the conteft with AuftriatI 
fcience and Auftrian multitudes. Still 
did not the advantages of lltuation fub» 
tra£t from the heroifm of the Swifs. 
In the face of Europe they had exhi* 
bited that their prowefs was not local. 
In defpite of the equeftrian chivalry of 
France, they had retained their rank 
on the piains of Marignano during a 
two-day conflift. Till then deemed 
invincible, they loft but that fame ; for, 
like the heroes of Homer, they retired 
with their fronts to the enemy, the 
temerity of whofe purfuit was puniflied 
by death. While Claudio confidered 
thus, he allowed*his admiring eyes an 
uncircumfcribed expatiation over the 
wonders of a country, which ftood in- 
fular amid an' overgrown continent. 
Exalted above the atmofohere of the 
popular valleys, he imbibed the uria- 

c 4 
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dulterated . breezes on the mountain 
tops, and he reflejfted how much more 
energetic had proved their ^ffe£lvS on 
patriotic minds, than had the intoxicat- ' 
ing cordials betn effeftual in their 
mercenary; opponoints, who fatally ex- 
changed their fobriety and fears, for 
prefumption and death. His fancy 
caught fire, and peopled the furrrotmdr 
ing profpeQ: with the vifions of cham* 
pions and their deeds, then. only to be 
remembered. William Tell, Arnold de 
Winkebried, and Nicholas de Flue> 
glanced fucceffively before him, while 
his enthufiafm incorporated the tran- 
fient clouds into the imagery of a» 
extenfive combat. Where they were- 
intercepted by tb^ heights, and the 
lighter vapours curled iji fleecy white- 
nefs about the fummits, there he figured 
the fimple unadorned native ; but where 
the denfer mifts defcended the decli^ 
vities, and exhibited the various tints 
they caught in their paffage, there lie- 
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I'ejoiced over the flying Auftrians, 
^hofe inferiority of valor had been ai 
notable as their fuperiorty in all kinds 
of military equipoient. 

But often he 'was captioufly inter- 
nipted by the elderly Marquis, who^ 
unvcrfed in intelleftual abftraftion, was 
furprifed and difgufted to remark how" 
intenfely his helpmate would gaze on' 
places, where he could difcern nothing* 
more flrange than the volatile chamois,, 
whofe retirement was where might be 
expefted, the eyries of birds, rather 
than the haunts of beads. Indeed,. 
Claudio was half abafhed when he 
awoke from thefe day-trances ; but 
(hame brightened to joy as he corttraft- 
ed the pacific quietude around, with* 
the hoftile tumult he had conjured : for 
the blafts of War his cars had conceited,. 
he heard but the hoH)saf the hunters; 
for the ardent Combatants his eyes had 
imagined*; he feally beheld but the 
phenomena of heights externallywintry^. 
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Then did his foul's tongue pray^ that 
ifaould ^ny future tyranny aggrefs that 
4)ot of liberty, and revive the impie- 
ties of war fo jiear^ the regions of 
heaven, that heaven itfelf would be-. 
come the avenger, and give fome fig* 
nal proof of its judgement, that a whole 
nation cannot innocently perpetrate 
what would be heinous in an indi- 
vidual* 

♦ The French Government recently have dif- 
proved Claudio's ailurance o£ the invinciblenefs 
©f the Swifa in their own country, for, alas, they,, 
nany of them, fell at their own threfholds. AI* 
though the Cavalier Is miftaken in that prefump- 
tion, every lioned man will breathe an amen to^ 
bis prayer, that the French may rue the violation 
of a treaty, nearly four hundred years exigent. 
With regard to haw deeply the vices of a govern- 
snent may eriminate thofe, who a^ beneath it, 
that ]» a queftion doumfday can only decide. It 
yrill then be feen, whether Lucifer be or be not 
a gainer by a revolution which has denied his- 
exigence. 

Thedbove note was written fome months pre** 
vious to the late occurrences in Switzerland. The 
Swifs ace now unworthy a pra}fiu 
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Meantime Camilla, efcorted by Henri, 
deviated to whatfoever ^ttrafted her 
intereft or her curiofity. Claudio with 
delight noted the improvement of her 
looks, and the vivacity of her fpirits. 
WhiJe engaged with the Marquis, who 
upbraided a momentary abfence, his 
eyes would anxioufly accompany her, 
while, hand in hand with the Cheva- 
lier, Ihe afcended the eminences ; but 
as they fported correfpondently with 
the fcene, his fight would dim with 
involuntary tears, that had fource in his 
memory, how fimilar at Henri's age had 
been his paftimes. But mingled with 
that memory of the paft was a prefent 
pleafure, to fee the Chevalier refuraing 
the primitive fimplicities, which had 
formed the alluring part of his cha* 
rafter, when firft he was known to 
Claudio. It muft be underftood, that 
the latter had accepted Henri's invita- 
tion lefs on account of its iiitrinfic ad- 
vantages, than from his own motives 

• c 6 
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of the nobleft friendfhip. Perfuaded" 
that the Chevalier's heart was uncor- 
rupted,. he hoped it would not be diffi- 
cult to obliterate from his mind thofe 
improper fentimentsi. with which he 
feared it was ftigmatized by the pre- 
cepts or examples of Julian and La-- 
rina. That moral expoftulations were . 
inappropriate ta his defign Claudio- 
well knew ; Henri being naturally ob- 
durate to them : wherefore it was, that, 
throughout, the jjDurney he inftrufted; 
Camilla to invite the Chevalier to thofe 
innocent familiarities, tvhich, more 
than any' thing, tend- to purify guilt. 
Camilla Claudio efteemed another name 
for virtue, and loving^ her as he did,, 
it feemed to him^ impoflible that any 
one c<juld partake her company with- 
out imbibing Her. fentiments,. and imi- 
tating hep manners. He was perfua-^ 
ded that fli^' would work the Cheva- 
lier's converfion, and that the latter's^ 
choice of a wife would be regulated 



by a juft appretiation of her virtuous* 
and amiable qualities. Thus conBdenty. 
he joyfully.. anticTpated the future, 
when Henri would fhew himfelf an 
honorable,, as well as an honored 
member of fociety^ deftitute of other 
traces of his paft crimes, than the 
memory which warned from their re- 
peri tion. 

In the courfe of this work it before 
has been remarked, that a heart of 
integrity generally is circumfcribed in 
its conceptions of depravity in. others ; 
it not being a more genuine cbarac- 
teriftic of virtue to abhor vice yourfelf,, 
than to difcredit its exiftence in your 
fellows. Wherefore it wasy that Claud io 
judged the Chevalier fo leniently as 
to imagine that his heart were uncor- 
rupted. Indeed, if vilenefs can be ex- 
cufablc,. it is in men of abjeft intelle£V,. 

* 

like to Henri, whofe whole life is 
doomed to be a flavifh imitation of 
others, ^fhen was Julian, who »indi- 
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vidually had more to ianfwer for tfian 
any man, likewife refponfible for the 
criminality of Henri, in whofe eyes he^ 
had dignified vice beyond the rivalftiip 
of virtue. And no vronder that the 
yputh was deceived, for hundreds of 
fuperior endowments were fo much 
dazzled by Julian's . glory, as, to be 
unable for a long time to difcrimi- 
irate whether its emanations were 
wholefome, like thofe of the fun, or 
peftiferous, like . thofe of the comet. 
As prefumption was latterly become 
the b^fis of the Chevalier's charafiter, 
whom he dreaded, he had afpired to 
liken himfelf to, that fimilarly by others 
he might be dreaded. It has been 
feen how mtferably it was • proved, 
than an Henri could never be a Julian ; 
his nature not being empowered* to 
rife to grandeur, though it ^ight to 
wickednefs: fiill did his prefumption 
beguile him into an exalted eftima- 
tbn of himfelf, for wickedne(s was 
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iynonimous with grandeur in the ejrea 
pf his foljy. The wretched cataftro* 
phe of the other's greatnefs had def- 
troyed his ambition to become a Julian, 
fince even he was not invincible by 
circumfiances ; but the relics of that 
ambitipi]^v94K a chain of principles, 
that Bound ]^s mind to his paflions. 
Of whatj4iaturie were thofe pafTions 
is intelfigible enough, when it is told, 
that in every woman he fancied a 
Larina. Though that enchantrefs was 
difpoflefTed of his peribn, (he waa 
not fo of his mind; which of the 
two £he the more effectually had de^ 
baudied. 

That abrupt traniition from the caftic 
di Fiafcano to a fociety fo virtuoufly 
the reverfe to thofe with whom he 
bad domefticated, produced an iflue 
quite contrary to what the amiable 
Claudio looked for* So fenfible was 
the Chevalier of the change, that he 
ielt like a man, who Voyaging from 
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a torrid climate, conceives one tliat 
is temperate to be inclement : as fuck 
an one would additionally drefs him- 
lelfj fo Henri, fearing the fspofure 
of his naked fentiments, clothed them 
with deceit. Shame, the divine bond, 
by which man is to t1igW|l|ftjttacJagd 
to goodnefs, was thu^woi^HR^ed 
by that mtfft infernal W^teJirrviceB,- 
liypocrify, in the ufe oT ' WIIRtI a- 
culprit confirms himfelf in '>guiU by 
enlarging bis bounds of trefpais, and- 
irredeemably criminates his fouf by fo. 
cxpofing its' frailty to. temptations,, 
by which it wopld be unaffailed, did 
men really know whon;i they Were 
trufting. Hypocrify is the Iep8B|ire 
of every principle,, religious or manly^ ■ 
to which the word effrontery of im- 
pudence is preferable; for- he.^ca'feS' 
to be a pirate who- fights under his' 
own enfigns, and fo virtuous i« caji- 
dcr, that, as fiibterranean vapors are 
rctreflieA by their difclofure to the air,- 
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Co Vice IS purified in its own de- 
claration. Guilt jgave the firft idea 
of indecency in the body, and it is 
a horrid guilt that feels an indecency 
in the mind. Heaven, fhamelefs of 
its work, hath created both without 
the leafl fliadow of concealment ; 
thence if it be concluded, that the 
abfolutenefs of human perfe£lion is in* 
nocently to be, as the Scythian tx^ 
prelTed it, all face, Henri was immea- 
furably difiant from innocence i for 
the veftments he aflumcd againft th^ 
hill-top blafts, were lefs impenetrable 
than the diffinjulations by which he 
cloaked his difpofition. Thus was he 
included within himfelf, and his paf^ 
lions abandoned to their own putre- 
fa£tion. He now became a member 
•f thofe miferable debauchees, whofe 
vices are incorrigible by other than 
their indulgence to fatiety. 

Every day of the journey recovered 
him to health of body, whichji. 'vx 



42 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

wanton conftitutions, is direftly incom- 
patible with heakh of foul. The buf- 
foonery he formerly had ufed to deceive 
the robbers, was exchanged for an af- 
fe£Ved naivete, which warranted con- 
ceits in idea and expreflion, that feri- 
oufly uttered, niuft have induced a fuf- 
picious attention. Camilla treated him 
with a iifterly indulgence, that in a de- 
lic2|te mind courld have chilled an im- 
proper paffion for her, as being. in fome 
degree inceftuous. But Henri was 
ungifted with fuch fcruples. 

However, it foon appeared that he 
had loft that romantic valor, which, 
though allied to temerity, could not ex- 
ift without fome portion of virtue . The 
fun wsls let, while yet they were remote 
ftoni the hamlet where they intended 
to fpend the night. Henri, impatient 
to arrive thither, was advanced in front 
of the equipage, which confifted of the 
Marquis and Camilla in diftinft litters, 
him and Claud io on the backs of mules ; 
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the efcort were fimilarly mounte'd, but 
the guides were on foot, 'llie moou 
had juft begun to bleach the rock-hewn 
tracl^, along which, they were winding, 
when Henri defcried clofc before hio), 
the dimenfions of a gigantic form, dark- 
ly fhadowed athwart the road. His 
memory infiantly pofleflfed him with a 
conceit of its i^fembling the Oiadow of 
Julianj as formerly, fepn froija the re- 
cefles of the cavern. His hand relaxed 
the rein and he flopped the mule j but 
his fears were inarticulate to Claudio^ 
•whofe eyes were alarmed earlier than 
wears. As he had no greater terror 
than of robbers, he boldly rode paft 
the projeftion which concealed the per- 
fon, who was really a Bandit, that im- 
provideotly had polled hirafelf where 
he and his purpofe were fo betrayed. 
On finding himfelf difcovered, he fa- 
vagely difchargcd apiftol at the Cavalier, 
and then fled over the clifts with the 
fleetnefs that defied purfuit, or even a 
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return of fhot. Claudio experienced 
no other injury than the horror of nearly 
plunging inconfequence oftbeanimars 
ftart, down a precipice unfathomabfc . 
by the rays of tlte moon^ The explofion 
was fucceeded by exclamations from the 
rearward company, in which his name 
wasfoclamoroufly united with that of the 
Chevalier,, that it was dubious which. 
Bad the honor to be the prior objeQ: of 
Camilla's inquiry. It was certain, that^ . 
her gladnels to find them* both fafe.was 
the only flattering part of the: advenj 
ture to Henri, who gave to Claudio 
explanation of his fears,, as if he vi 
defending them from a-n accufer, rather 
than confiding them to a friend, Tl?e 
Cavalier, fo contrary fronif' harbouring 
any contempt for his conduft, was ex- 
tremely rejoiced to find its former te* 
merity abated-. He hoped that feaf • 
was the mott faulty of the impreflionsi. 
with which Julian had branded Henri'a. 
saind:,. 
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"Without further mifliap they reached 
the hamkt, and. In the courfc of the 
two or three followiog days, they de- 
parted the Swifs Republic, and entered 
the realm ofPrancc. 

. Without ceflation, they joumied over 
the interjacent provinces, and^arrived 
at upper Langaedoc. It was even- 
ing when they approached the iirectn^s 
of the Marquifatc de Souvrlcour. It 
continuing their refolution to furprife 
the Chateau, they conduftcd thenv 
fflves with a caution that retrained any 
fame of thcif rank from going abroad, 
and prevented their being thought 
much more important than the yeiie- 
raJity of travellers. Still, they thought 
proper to' fecureibmeCfolIower^, more 
brave than numcrbufi. So jirovided in 
cafe of refiilahce^J the Marquis, hiri fon, 
■ and his gwefts, entered the" Marqui- ■ 
fate beneath ihe' difgujjfe of twilight, 
A rMfancholy ftlencoTCigns-d within 
the csSriagc and without; The com- 
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pany were feverally engrofled with their 
private feelings. Claudio contrafted 
his former journey with the one prefent : 
Henri enjoyed the finifliingof the jour- 
ney, and wifhed it ' was fafe over ; fd 
did Camilla: as for the Marquis, 
iilnefs had entirely erafed from his 
countenance any veftige of intelligence, 
by which might be folved the myftery' 
of his thoughts. *The country was en- 
tirely unenlivened by the found of pafr 
tbral infiruments, although it was thie 
middle of fummer, and a feafon not 
cmly of the year, but of the day, moft 
congenial to the fportsof the peafantry. 
As their former chearfuhiefs was not 
attributable to the prefence of their lord, 
their prefent dejeftion could not be af- 
cribed to regret for his departure : it 
was 'more, likely that fome unufual ty- 
ranny .had fucceeded him, and prohi- 
bited all exercifes but thofe of labor. 

Meantime the darknefs thicketied, 
and obfcured the furrounding objefts : 

8 
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the travellers were befriended by it, 
mfbmueh as it made them Icfs obvious 
to deteftion : yet were they often per-* 
plexeda and generally unable to decidei 
whether or not, .figures were in motion 
around them. They carefully avoided 
the moft populous parts, and unmolefted 
came on the plain* which fronted the 
Chateau. The hour was verging on 
midnight, and all the domeftic lights, 
that had illuminated the windows, and 
directed the company, were extinguiih- 
ed in rapid, fucceffion, but the kind 
moon, by filvering the numerous Ipires 
of the fabric, lit up- a fcore of beacons 
for the difappearance of one. It now. 
was propofed that the carriage fhouldi 
halt with Camilla and the Marquis 
within, while Henri, Claudto, and the 
majority of the armed men, proceeded, 
to the portal. 

This was agreed to, excepit'»the Che* 
valiw's accompaniment, which' was 
pathetically oppofed by the father,.who 
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interefted Camilla to enforce his fuit. 
As Claudio had anticipated her exhor- 
tations with regard to himfelf, by tak- 
ing an eflential part in the affair, Henri 
was afliamed to recede', though he had 
a fufficient excufe in the diffuafions that 
were ufed. Befides, the certaiiity of 
danger was but faint, as the utmoft of 
knowledge their diffidence of [difcovery 
would permit them to glean, only re- 
prefented the eftate to be changed of) 
late in its lie ward. The two friends 
haftened to the threfliold, where arriv- 
ed, they knocked boldly at the gate. 
Some minutes expired before any notice 
was deigned to their fummoris. At 
length, they heard the warder iffue from 
the lodge, and approach the portal. He 
was murmuring oaths of wrath at be- 
ing untimely difquieted, and they were 
prepared to give him additional offence, 
by overthrowing him immediately he 
ihould unclofe the gate ; but this pro-' 
jeft was difconcerted by his fufpicioufly 

i 
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demanding through the iron grating, 
who they were, and what was their 
purpofe? They craftily replied with a 
piteous invention of their being be* 
nighted travellers, who entreated flief* 
ter and entertainment. The fellow 
appeared averfe to their admiflion, al- 
though they affured him a lady needed 
it; andClaudio was bethinking him of 
the private way, which, as it had af- 
forded him >an unknown efcapc, might 
likewife afford them an unknown en* 
trance. But a pecuniary temptation 
made covetoufnefs hofpitable, and they 
were granted ingrefs into the outward 
court, where the fellow defired them 
to wait, while he would repair to hia 
matter, whofe fanftion was previoufly 
requifite to their introduftion into the 
houfe, or the. ftabling of the carriage 
and horfes they fpoke of. Both Henri 
and Claudio faw that he was not the 
warder of the Marquis's appointment ; 
but from the uncertainty of the light, 
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and the diforderof his drefs, they could 
not afcertain whether he wore the Mar- 
quis's livery. The latter infpe&ed his 
features with the livelier intereft, ias his 
memory compared them with thofe of 
one of Julian's ruffians, to which they 
bore a refemblance a man only can 
bear to himfelf. Claudio decided that 
this fellow was the fiercer of the two, that 
had efcorted him from the priory after 
the extortion of his oath : however, he 
concealed his recognition, though it de- 
termined him not to hazard an imme- 
diate fcufHe, as the man poffeffing the 
frame of a gladiator, might refill till his 
fellows were alarmed from within. Ac- 
cordingly, they had recourfe to another 
of their preconcertions, and no farther 
endeavoured at his detention, than 
while they inquired in what quarter of 
the Chateau his matter repofed. As 
they excufed this curiofity by pleading 
its motive to be Impatience for his re- 
turn, he, to thtir furprile, replied in the 
ftate bed-chamber of the northern fuite. 
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Their refolution was immediately 
taken, and they difiantly followed the 
man into the firft hall ; while he, un« 
fufpici'ous of their neighbourhood, a^ 
cended one flight of fteps, they afcend«* 
ed thofe oppofite, and, under the guid- 
ance of Henri, fped by private ws^rs 
towards the fame deftination. TIte 
Chevalier's intimacy with the building 
required but little afliftance in light, of 
which a fufHcieucy was provided by 
the moon that fhone through the win* 
dows. They proceeded unfeen by any 
of the domeftics, whofe foundnefs of 
fleep was accounted for by the traces 
of a debauch, which littered one of the 
menial halls. In a little while they 
entered that end of the corridor contra- 
XJ to where the warder juft then appear- 
ed. The lamp he carried, alike was 
his revealment and their reftraint, until 
he turned into the chamber, which 
door he unceremonioufly opened. Then 
it was that an unreafonable i{iea of Ju* 
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-iian occurred to Henri, whofe terror 
increafed as he liftened to the voices, 
-that fpake. from within, of whicliono 
-he fain would have perfuaded himfelT 
-was Julian's, But Claudio, either* ip^- 
-ferior in iiis motives of dread, , or m^ 
ctenacious in his memory of former 
-tones, did not fall into this miftake, 
though he was equally interefted Jxy'the 
J^me voice. A ^fudden .conviftiortf ^jjvas 
ihe -reafon vof this temerity in ih^'! out^ 
f.firipping his companions^ ^uihi^Ofito 
die .chamber, abandoning the VKjaMer 
itOvdiofe twho followed, while heimm" 
felf encountered and overcame thatper- 
jured impoftor Pierre. Xhe chanmer 
iiethad .ufui^ed, was -immediately ear 
^changed for a dungeon, whexefrom .wa^ 
j^ejeafed tpocf GeofFery, who .ever fim 
ijad endured the Jmprifonmeqt, whici 
<»:iginated in his being a^cufed by J\ 
lian, of, having aided .th^.Cavalier's fpr*- 
^er cfciipe, 

Jbus. quietly reinftated in bis Cha^ 
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teau, the Marquis proceeded to the* 
conviftion and puniftiment of thofe 
creatures of Juliaoy whom Pierre had- 
appointed officially in the houfehold : 
alfo of thofe among his vaffals, that had- 
defefled from their allegiance. It was 
in vain that Pierre endeavoured to* de- 
fend his ufurpation of the ftewardfliip : 
ftill lefs could he the embezzlements- 
he had committed ; of which the chief 
was the paying the revenue into the. 
hands of Julian, from whom he I'eceivc J 
the papers extorted from the Marquis, 
in order to give a validity to the exor- 
bitant demands he made on the vaflfais* 
In reply to the few murmurs thefe had 
dared to vent, when they faw their fa- 
vorite fteward, whom the Marquis, 
when on the eve of his departure fou 
Genoa, had ceremonioufiy confirmed, all 
of a fudden fupplanted, and confined 
by Pierre, the latter had a jiufed them 
with a falfehood of his being fo pro- 
moted, as a reward for his fidelity ta 
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Henri. The fpecioufnefs qf this an- 
fwer allayed their fufpicion, though it 
did not their forrow, for Pierre exafted 
from them the homage attriUvitable to 
the Marquis, and tyrannifed. over them 
the more if they refifted his arrogance. 
Thpfe domeftic offices, which Were the 
objefts of their honeft ambition, were 
beftowed on ftrangers, ami only they 
retained their places, who facrificed 
their principles. 

Pierre was beyond controVerfy con- 
vi6ted of each circumftance of perfidy, 
and nearly an hecatomb of viftims was 
involved in his crimination. Venge- 
ance decided that their deaths fhould be 
preceded by fuch poignancies of torture 
as fhould make them welcome. When 
this decifion was communicated to Ca- 
milla, fhe would not reprefs her detef- 
tation of its inhumanity. Although fhe 
dreaded that Henri approved and even 
inftigated it, yet fo clearly (he under- 
iteod. her afcendenc^ over him, that to 
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him fhe directed her interceflion for its 
repeal. Her affurance was not pre- 
ibmptuous ; for the Chevalier inftantly 
deferted his opinion for hers, and ac- 
quiefed^ though infincerely, in her ar- 
gument, that the more fummary the 
more juft a punifliment. To erafe any 
fufpicion he feared (lie might harbor, of 
the exceptionable part of the fentence 
being authorifed by him, he afFe£^cd 
to labor in its revocation, as though that 
point depended oh other than himfelf. 
Whether 'Camilla was or was not de* 
ceived by him, is undeterminable; 
but while the ingenious executioners 
thought themfelves defrauded, (he had 
the melancholy* fatisFa£tion to know, 
that no worfe infliction was ufed on the 
condemned, than what was indifpenfa- 
ble in the termination of their exiftence. 
Meantime, the Chateau was put in 
the firft ftyle of arrangement ; for the 
Marquis permitted Henri the com- 
plete indulgence of his appetite for 
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magnificence. It muft be' denoted that 
' the latter was attentive to his friends^ 
as much as thev could wifli ; for he 
fubmitted to their feleftion of whatever 
apartments they preferred . for their 
abode y and appropriated to their ex- 
clufive ufe, a handfome equipage, and 
a refpeftable retinue. Claudio direfted 
Camilla in her choice of that fuite of 
rooms on the weftem wing, which for- 
merly was allotted to him ^. .While 
fitting there, a ftrange kind of pleafiire 
diffufed throughout his frame, for he 
was altogether undecided on the caufcr 
whether it proceeded from the tapeftry 
that depifited many of thofe fcenes, 
wherewith his infancy Jiad been fami- 
liar, or from hia memory of the unfor- 
tunate artifl, of w^hom GeofFery had 
difcourfed. Whenever he recovered 
from his reveries fo far as coolly to in- 
veftigate their employipent, he was 
furprifed to find that one of thefe was 
the argument of his thoughts ; or ra- 
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ther be it faid that both were ; for fo 
kindred were the fubjeSs, that it 
was difficult to affix their boundaries of 
independence ; or to confider one in- 
attentively to* the other, though either- 
awhile* might predominate. His na-* 
ture appeared inclined to thefe reflec- 
tions without the guidance, or even 
eoncurrence of his- reafon ; for they 
were the firft that presented theinfeWca 
when he ruminated alone, and the lafl 
he could difmifs when his return to 
company neccffitatcd- freedom of mind* 
He begun to fear that, being deftitute 
of profeffional employment, he. might 
habituate himfelf to that inaftite think* 
ing, which in no wife differs from vi- 
fionary fleep> except that the eyes aro 
unclofed. But this apprehenfion was 
calmed by the Chevalier, who repre- 
fented that his father- was excfcifmg his 
ulmoft intereft to procure him a com- 
miflGbn in the French army, worthy tho^ 
giver and the gifted. . 
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Henri, at liberty to diftinguifti him- 
felf by fpleador, carried it to an ex- 
cefs truly abfurd ; for, on no occafion^ 
would he move about the Marquif- 
ate without a cavalcade of attendants, 
that imparted to an excurfion of 
health or entertainment, the formal 
ftatelinefs of a proceffion. To be fure 
the vaflfals gaped at his grandeur, and 
admired and homaged it : the warlike 
difplay he made, was likewife delight- 
ful to the young^ man himfelf: but 
then he gradually loft all genuine mi- 
litary relilh in the ftudy of its parade ; 
and it early was apparent to every 
perfon, but himfelf, that he had con- 
ceived a difguft for the realities of 
war, at the time he found that he 
could enjoy all its pomps in peace^ 
So pacific a change fhould have been 
welcomed in any other, but, as Henri 
ever was in the extremes, it wa^ no 
better then eyil metamorpbofed ; from 
being ferocious, be was become vo- 
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luptuous ; m (hort a decided' libertine*. 
Julian had villanized his mind; La- 
rina had contaminated his perfon ^ 
it remained for himfelf to debauch 
his conftitution. He began to epi- 
curize with a heartinefstbat foon made 
him a proficient in that plan of life i 
his gratifications at table were pro- 
longed till any one» but Claudio,. 
would have perceived the motive to 
be gluttonous, not hofpitable : at lead 
the defert might have poffcffed him 
of the truth, for Henri accuftomed 
himfelf to an> unreafonable and un- 
wholefome fuperfluity of wine, of which 
the injurious effects were evidenced 
by his difcourfes, that turned on the 
fame of the Metropolis for its public 
fpe6lacles and entertainments, its. 
private revels and intrigues. But 
what he particularly affefted, was to 
exhibit himfelf with Camilla by his 
fi<Je in fome novel equipage of thofe 
times, in which invention having fuU 
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filled neceffaries,. exercifed itfelf oii 
fuperfluities. Her beauty, wit,.- and 
good fenfe, were enhaiKed in his 
eyes by the general admiration they 
gained ; and the familiarity wherewith 
Ihe diftinguiflied him,, was the more 
flattering to his vanity.,, becaiife he 
conceived himfelf to be the envy of 
others. Under the pretence of fhew*- 
ing her fome beauty of the country^ 
he often would drive in a kind of 
triumph round the province;, and 
thus detain her the entire day, when 
Ihe had ftipulated to return in two 
or three hours. So it happened, that 
Claudio feldom -partook thefe excur- 
fions. 

That Camilla was pleafed it is no 
wonder. Independent of a woman*s 
nature to approve whofoever homages 
her qualities, and dedicates himfelf to 
her amufement, flie was inclined by 
her perfuafion of having fulfilled 
Henri's reformation, to welcome his 
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attentions as effufions of gratitude fo« 
bar ioftruaions. Such being her motives^ 
it may be afked^. who then had a 
right to defame her for permitting 
him in fraternal 13>erties'? as fupport** 
ing her in. his arms, retaining her 
hand in his, eocompafling her 'Waift 
on occafion ; as (be had a hufband's 
ii(an£tion> and a fortitude of principle E 
Be it anfw«red,- that every perfon who 
abhors, vice, and dreads its contagious 
nature, ift jaftifiable in decrying what 
in the leaflr i& refemblant to it. The 
welfare of fociety abfolutely requires 
that no one move in di%uife, for it 
is owing to what may be fiyled the 
Biafquerading of virtue, that vice fo 
fpecioufly imitates it's exterior:, thus 
the gOjDd through imprudence, and 
the evil through art, being confotind 
ed-together> are viewed with an iuj- 
diferiminate fufpicion. Therefore^ if 
raa« or woman- do praaife fome 
virtue o^ an ambiguous afpe^,. it be* 
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hoves them both to publifh the motives. 
flow many difreputable a6Jions might 
be purified by this candor? But 
more particularly in womap is this con^ 
duft requifite, for (he is natured fimi- 
larly to flowers, that enclofe themfelves 
as the night (huts in; the beauties 
of either being intended for the fun, 
Ingepuoufnefs is the metaphorical fun^ 
of a female mind ; if, therefore, (he 
adventure abroad in the twilight of 
equivocation, be her motives borne 
oftenfibly before her, as credentials of 
her integrity. How applicable is this 
reafoning to Camilla, will be cala- 
mitoufly {hewn. 

It was true that the magnificence 
of the Chevalier was grateful to the 
tafte (he had imbibed for it, whea 
refident with Orafmyn, whofe African 
grandeur was rivalled in ceremony and 
richnefs, by the almofl: regal parade 
in wliich Henri carried her about. 
Bat fentiment was fo efiential to Camil* 
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la's delight, tbat when thus abroad, 
ihe would fancy that in Henri was 
Orafmyn revived. Then would fhe 
imagine herfeif to be re-enduring the 
like temptations of perfonal afFc£lion» 
love and homage, of wealth, of dig- 
nity, and precedency; her memory 
would caufe her to re*a£t all the de-* 
licacies of her former fituation; fhe 
would palpitate between pity for Henri 
and love to Claudio 3 till, in the end, 
the latter again would triumph, and 
when returned to him, (he would fejtl 
as if again ihe relinquiOied much that 
was valuable for his fake. Thefe 
firange fancies were repeated often as 
the opportunity ; and each time (be 
rode in the private company of Henri, 
fhe feemed to pafs an ordeal of fe- 
du£tion, and vi£Jorioufly to repeat her 
generous preference of the Cavalier. 
Tliough innocently on her part, there 
gradually became a trial of ikill be- 
tween her and the Chevalier, whether 
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he beft fliould tempt, or flie beft re-* 
fift. May iuch a woman be iiiGorrup-* 
tible? 

Meantime, the Cavalier was fo fre-' 
quently affured by Htnri that his father 
was making great exertions in his' 
behalf, that he no longer would ob- 
ferve his friend Vinjunfilion of 'filencej 
htit availed himfelf of a tdte-a-tet€> 
with the Marquis, to th^nk hrni grate^^^ 
fully for 'his* kmdhefsi Thd Marquis^ 
was much furprifed, and his anfwer 
made that forprife mutual. ^ He^ dif^* 
claimed any right icr^ the CavftlierV 
gratitude, as he had done nothing t<y 
deferve it. His and his wife's hofpita-^ 
ble* treatment, he faid, was attributable- 
to the young Marquis, whofe guefts 
they were, not - his. That certainly he 
was much, very much obliged to the* 
Cavalier for hrs fervices during the' 
journey j but that till that moment it 
had never occurred to him- a French- 
Commiffion would * be a- welcome re*- 
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compence. He was glad the Cavalier 
had hinted fo, as he would now take 
fome opportunity to try what might 
be done to that efFeft^ Though he 
confidered that his being an alien by 
birth, and a long-time enemy in arms> 
were circumftances which, in cafe they 
did not make hfm quite inadmiflible, 
yet they would prevent his appoint* 
ment to thofe offices of importance,, 
on v^hich he might have fixed his 
expectations. 

His frigid delivery thawed to accents 
of irony as he concluded, when he 
abruptly arofe,. and left the Cavalier 
in a painful confiifion of mind; To. 
be at once deceived by the fon^ and' 
defpifed by the father,, was too muclr 
to bear with equanimity : confequently^ 
refentment hurried him to Henri. 
He found him in the faloon, feated 
befide Camilla, with whom he was. 
chatttng^» and regaling on fome fruit<' 
age of fuperior appearance and flavor 
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A momentary forrow afFefted Claudio^ 
as he confidered how much he had 
been deceived in his idea that Henri 

' was corrigible ; and he half repented 
that he had injoined Camilla fo un* 
profitable a talk as his reformation » 
With no further preface than what 
was requifite to pacify Camilla's. alarm 
at his vifible trepidation, he demanded 
a conference of the Chevalier. The 
latter acquieiced with an affected com- 
pofure. 

During Claudio's reprefentations 
Henri's afpe£): underwent changes^ 
which the other imagined to proceed 

' feom guilt and fhame. This idea em- 
bittered his upbraidings the more, but 
when they were finiflied, Henri's coun- 
tsnance became difembarrafied, and he 
indignantly replied— That his calm en- 
durance of Claudio's reproaches fuffici- 
ently difproved the charge of bis vio- 
lating their friendfhip, as to no other 
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man would be have forborne to anfwer 
fucb feverities witb bis fword. 

Claudio fmiled at tbis bravado with 
a contempt, tbat was difedged by 
forrow ; (o much fo tbat Henri felf 
it not, but with a foftened voice con- 
tinued, — ** That all the exertions of 
*^ which I repeatedly have told you, 
" are fa£ls> I will prove by other than 
" words. The only deceit I have 
" been guilty in pra£ti(ing towards 
'^ you, is afcribing to my father what, 
^ in truth, has been done by my« 
** felf," 

With a promife of an immediate 
i^turn, he then difappeared, while 
Claudio remained amazed at his fe« 
renity. The Chevalier re-entered with 
a parchment in his hand, which he 
prefented to Claudio, who therein 
read himfelf commiffioned to the fecond 
rank in the regiment, of which the 
commands were hereditary In the. fa^ 
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snily de Souvricour, as it was levied 

on the Marquifate. 

Said Henri,." I will not apologize 

** that it is inferior to the chief com- 

** mand,, becaufe that may be pof- 
feffed by the reigning. Marquis or 
his fucceffor only. Did not my 

« 

** father, intend to. refigahis colonel* 
Ihip in kindnefs* to me, who am' 
' entitled by my approaching majo- 
*' rity to affume it, I fhould be un-- 
** able to inveft you with a ^ rank of- 
" fuch importance as a fecondary- 
** command, which is generally re- 
" taiaed by the beir till his fttcceflion* 
*V You know that I have held it for* 
*^ long, and that my: father negle£ling; 
" all th^ fun£lions of his rank, the 
** entire conduft. of the regiment has 
*^ devolved on^me.: I remind you 
*• of the ' circumftance of your cap-- 
.tivity, htcw(^ it enhances the value 
of . the. tegiment, which. Lknow to > 
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^' be as valiant and expert as anj 
^< aflbciation of men that ever marched 
'' to field : and as it deferves^ fo wUl 
^^}t be honoured by your introduce 
'' tion:*' 

The ' Cavafier was fo coafufed with 
Henri\3 ^enerofity, and fo full of felf 
jeproach for having <loubted. and ccn^ 
fured him, that he was unable to inter- 
rupt him, or even to fill the prefent 
paiife. 

The Chevalier refumed : " Though 
^' I have' had the commiflion m^de out 
" with the requifite formality, it was 
** neither my intention to apprife you 
^ thus earJy, or to rhave claimed the 
^' merit of your appointment at all, had 
^* not your. gTofs misjudgement of me 
^Vnweffitated my {landing up in felf 

de^^nce. My reafon® ^e as eafily 

as innocently to be explained. My 

-^* dear Claudio, as. a foji who has the 

** honor of his father at heart, itris not 

^' in the leaft furprifing, that J Ibopld 

-** .wi(h .to dilguife from you how Iktle 
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^* delicate he is, either in repenting your 
** former miftreatment here, or in re- 
*' compenfing your fubfequent excel- 
** lent'fervices, I feared that his hu- 
*' morfome deportment might difguft 
** you with your refidence, and even 
*^ fliorten it : a misfortune I was fedu- 
** lous to prevent. Therefore, I de* 
ligned to impofe on you, by pretend- 
ing the commiffion to be a gift from 
my father, and I hoped to have be- 
guiled you into a good opinion of 
him. Your precipitate gratitude has 
•' entirely deranged my little artifice ; 
** wherefore you muft be content to re- 
** ceive from my h^nds, what, 1 truft, 
cannot heighten your friendfhip fot 
me. Still you muft be refigned to a 
** fliort procraftination, for till I come 
*' of age, which will be the cafe in a 
very few days, I neither can refign . 
my rank, or affume my father's. Th6 
commiflions are yet at his difpofal ; 
^ but of this be affUred, the moment 
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** they are at mine, that moment, my 
friend, (and he laughed) you ihall be 
under my command," To communi- 
cate the fucceffion of Claudio's thoughts 
andJeelingo nan occaiionfo generative 
of both, would be to analyze the human 
mind, at lead, that part of it which is 
moft fufceptible of love for a friend, and 
repentance of his accufal, of gratitude 
for benefaftions, and fcrupuloufneCs in 
accepting them. At length, one con- 
(ideration only remained in Claudio's 
breafl, that was independent of 
admiration of Henri, and irxlination to 
accept an offer which could bind them 
fo clofely together. " But why my Hen- 
" ri,'* the Chevalier aiked, have you 
*^ not tried your father on this fubjefl ?'• 
** Becaufe," was replied, that vei y con- 
** duQ: would have made the caufe 
hopelefs. From what you report to 
be juft paft between you, it is not 
impoflible that he himfelf may make 
*' the propo^, as fuppofing it his 



€€ 

it 



»72 .THE THRETE BROTHERS. 



xc 



own conception ; but had I impart* 
'^ . ed fijch*an idea to him, Kis nature of 
^* contradiction would inftantly have 
*' negatived it. Now I do not fee any 
" reafon that I Ihould run the Jiazard 
^* of a refufal by confulling him, fince^ 
^' in a ^ery fhort:time, I can . eftabliflx 
*' you with oi: without his concurrence." 
Claudio liberally declared, that he 
would not fuffer himfelf to be the caufe 
of any unfilial behaviour 4 at the fame 
time, as he thought.it would be.unrea- 
fonablelo forbear his own benefit, and . 
what was an hundred times more efti- 
mable to him, Hehfi's friendfhip, on 
the account .of an unamiable father, 
he yielded to tlxe iChevalier's impoilu- 
nity.. It was ftipulated that if the Mar- 
quis did not previoufly prefent him with 
the commiffion, he Ihould receive it 
from Henri the day on which was cele- 
brated the aera.of his .majority. The 
procedure being in a few minutes ar- 
ranged, ithey rejoined Camilla, whofe 
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anxiety at their abfence was changed 
into joy, when flie was apprifed of what 
had paffed -, fo that a livelier trio could 
not be in exiftence. 

They loaded Henri with carcflTes, in- 
fomuch, that had not he felt more than 
at) ordinary attachment to Camilla, he 
would have been furfeited with her 
bounty in them . Indeed (he was delight- 
ed with his behavior, as, with a natural 
vanity, (he afcribed it fo the fentimcnts 
(he had wrought in his mind. When he 
retired, (lie fpent the mterval before bed, 
in lauding to the height the delicacy he 
had difcovered in feeking to be a fc- 
cret benefaftor to Claudio, by inverting 
his father with the reputation of the 
deed. Claudio included her in the en- 
comiums he pa(red on Henri, and blef* 
fed the fate that had given him a wife 
capable of reforming a beloved friend. 
So it is, that a man (incerely honefi may 
ea(ily be deceived: 

The Chateau was now tumultuous 

VOL> IV. E 
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with the numerous workmen, who la-. 
bored day ^nd night to peifeft. the pre-r 
parations for the ii^pending folernnit)^. 
All was refigned to the choice an.d fu-. 
perintendence of Henri, who calling 
into his afl5ftance the inventiv^s tafte of 
Camilla, projefted aift. qnteiftainmeEit 
that (houjd attra£t and amaze the fur- 
rounding nqbility; to whom the Mar- 
quis was fo layi£b of mvitatiops, and 
otherwife (o ^pxious; f<?j the b<tt^ com.-, 
plqtipn pf the bufineft, that a (hrewd. 
obferver wouM haye pronounced him 
to be labouring under an apprebenfion. 
th^t his fon might hftve a competitor 
in his rights. If fucK were his appre- 
henfion, and on acqQunfe pf his myfte-. 
rious conne^^ipn with Juli.an, it is. ira- 
ppllible to (ay wh?it he might not haver 
reafpn tp djead from, that being» it 
ceafes to be furprifi^g that, he fhould.. 
warrant, and even ftimuJa<:e tb^ very, 
prodigal expenditurq. which Henri 
fquandered away, in Qv^^x to celebrate 
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hU ihauguration in a ftyle of magnifi- 
•cence i nferior only to royalty. A pro- 
fufion of ornaments, devices, and fpec- 
tacles for the rooms, and of delicacres 
for the table, were provided ; while 
fmgers, and muficians, players and mi- 
mes, dancers, jugglers, and a dozen 
other fpecies of public petformefs, 
were in continual arrival. Henri afnd* 
Camilla were fo entirely engrofled by 
their arrangements, that Claudio was 
little elfe than' folitary iduring all this' 
time : as he faw tWatthe'Marqilis likffe-' 
wife was much engaged, he patiently* 
waked the expected offer of the com*' 
million: but when the day came round' 
without that* occurrence, he refolved to 
abide by the advicef of Heni^i. 

The cei-emonies of the morning com- 
menced with Henri's receiving homage 
from all th6rVaflals3 after which religi- 
ous fervices, adapted to the occafion, 
' were folemnized in the chapel, which 
was as brilliant as a" congregation com- 

E 2 
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pofed of the firft nobles and beauties of 
thie vicinity, could make it. Though 
Tcry much interefted in what was going 
on, Claudio couJd not rcftrain his con- 
templation from the maufoleum, where- 
in was interred the miferable concubine. 
Sp lively was his memory of Julian's 
pollure of attention before her jflatue, 
that he more than once ftiarted at the 
idea (pf his prefent appearance. Still 
more were the Marquis's eyes fafci- 
naticd by ibe fepulchre, from which he 
alxuoft' fca^-ed a refi^fjreftion of the mo- 
thpc.to. .affcrtjhercaufe, or that the mar- 
vcilous Julian \ybuld ftart forth the 
champion of Ucr offspring. 

.MeaiUime^the regiment being affem- 
bled from all parts, was, niarflialled on 
the plain that fronted the Chateau. 
The foldiers were all new cbthed at 
tbe Marquis's expence, ao^^ the offi- 
cer's likewife uniformly diftinguiflied by 
hpbits fuperb the more they were cha- 
rafteriftic. The Marquis being come 



TKE THREfi BROTHERS. 77 

from the chapel, prefontcd himfelf at 
their head, and was greeted ' in thd 
mode prefcrihed for an officer of tran- 
tcendent rank. He then with due for^ 
mality relinquifhed the command, and 
invefted Henri with the fuccefllon. Iii 
the interim, Claudio had dreflvd him- 
felf in the regimental habit, and aflramod 
the diftinflions of the rank vacated by 
Henri, bv whom he was ceremoniouf- 

« 

ly appointed. Whatever were the fcef- 
ings of the officers and of the fpcftators', 
they were not at liberty to exprefs them :' 
the fenior Marqms, indeed, vented an 
involuntary murmur of difappdSbation, 
but it efcaped unheard by :hofe in his' 
company, among whom it probabljr 
would have been cohtagrous. 

When the military evolutions were 
over, the numcroiig 'conlpiny moved to 
tile Chateau, where they were enter-' 
tamed in one of the courts with the* 
faithful imitation of a toiimament. They 
who joufted, wcrefwordfmert of celc- 

£2 
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brity hired for the exhibition ; and they 
omitted nothing refemblant to the rea* 
lity, except thofe injurious affaults which 
often had mournfully changed the games 
of chivalry to, fanguinary rivalries. Each 
formality was obferved in defiance* 
Vombat, and conqueft : they who were 
fortunate in the laft» were rewarded with 
prizes of dlftiaftion and value by Ca-^ 
milla, who was perfuaded by Henri to 
undertake fo prominent a part. The 
drolls who fucceeded> turned into ridir 
cule each feat of the foregoing comba^ 
tantij with a (kill that highly amufeci 
the fpe^tors. But when the immediate: 
coBtrafl was p^iffed away, thofe of fupe* 
rioj? cjuality quitted, the fhew, and mix-, 
ing together,, i^eciprocated the courte*^ 
lies of fociety. ,/^ .... 

Henri fo perfl^fltly was the hero of. 
the day, and, fo^ entirely engroffed the at- 
tention of his gue;fts, that if any one con- 
ceived himfelf to. be. neglefted, to hira 
was attributable the chagrin* As Clau- 
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dio's' prefent uneafinefs neither fpfung 
from defire of peculiar diftin£lion, or 
envy of Henri, to what then was it af- 
ctibable ? Why, he conceived that the 
company, differently from jncludinj^ 
him in that difregJH'd which was inof- 
fenfive as it was general, rather fclcfled 
him for the objeft of a difdainful pride, 
li^hich, though it did not. proceed to 
fiich a length as to be remarkable in 
any individual, was difcoverable in all. 
He obferved that this behaviour in the 
guefts, varied proportionately to the gra- 
dations of their dignity. '1 hofc of the 
Kigheft rank repulfed his advan#i^ with 
a deliberate referve, while thofc Icfs 
exafted, liftened to whatever he faicf with 
a grin, impertinent as it was* flhintelH- 
"Ifible. At one time Claudio was half 
perfuaded, that Henri had been difre- 
fpeftful in his ftyle of introducing him ; 
; kiSt another he reflefted on the unamia- 
c)le difpofition of Frenchmen to fljght 
whatfoever be foreign, even be it a fel* 

■ E 4. 
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low cresture. The more he wJ8^uRcer- 
tain of the^caufrji^thc more he was dif- 
compofedbytheeffeft; fothat, atlength, 
he intruded the circle that encom- 
paffed the Chevalier, and endeavoured - 
to gain his notice fufficiently to recom- 
mend him to that of others. The 
' fjjrightlinefs of Camilla, who fliared 
I'leiiri's arm in their progrefs throagfc 
the rooms, was calculated to cnliv£.-n hU 
meiancholy, had he not difcerncd how 
trigid were the manners of many noble 
ladies towards her. In his pariial opi^ 
nion this was accounted, fot by the paPi 
ticularf* handfome appearance of Ca- 
miilaj and the undifguifed "preference 
fliewn her by the Chev'^ier: motivesj 
however, wliich couid uotfway \^^th 
regard to him ; yet it appeared, that 
moft ftrangeiy he was blended with his 
wife in tiie fame miftreatment. " .'!"' * 

The banquet (ijfpended theft cares, 
for the coi»pany<fered. fa deltcioiifly on 
viands of the firft (^alify andcookay^ 
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tliat good humour began to bind them- *^ 
together. ■ -'Tlie'deflert'Vurpaft ^Kcir ex-' ' .'?S| 
peftationsi and it was late in ,the even-' 
mg Before they quitted the fable. It 
was then' that each retired to c^^ip ^^^i^' 
thepialquerade, which was pBJTerrfd to 
all other nofttrrnil enf^tarnnient?, as- 
everyone might a£tivclypar?lcipat,ein it/ 
Therooms dedicated^tolfiatpurpofe',' 
Ti-crc no fooivr npcncd ft r their recep-' 
llton, than a concourll: t)f mafksi who did- ; 
; not chufc to affuiiic chara6^ers, difperfed' 
Mhemfelvcs -as their euriofity direfted' 
"- \ thcrn. Camilla and Henri having ex- . ' 
haufted their invention to decorate thele i 
apartments, it is not (.'nrv to conceive-^ 
their delight when ihcy hcnrd the gene< 
ral admitation. Being^ undiftioguilhed ^ 
by character, they were the more fe- 
cret!^"gra tiffed. So (plendid and ap* 
ptopriate was evei-y thing, that an un- _ 
favourable r&mark '•would have been / 

' higWy 'unjuft. For that the fcene i 

*■" Iftighf be correfpondent- with the ,a£tor3». 
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j- ^ .-;ttey haddifguifbdttip ^oodtfr^i^ uiaCque-r . 

. k -^ rad^, fo that eaqh char^Q:er coulc^jfiiwl,. 

^* ' :< his appropriate place of aftion . 

\, ^ In one part was pitched W artificijjdr 
camp, whither repaired all; tho.% irtf. 
ipaiftial habits,; fp ftrange a confederaar. 
tion of warriors drqffed in. the militaij^ . 
coftume of all nsitiops ajad ages,,w^ 
at once inltru£live and delightfu), Sud^ 
d.enly tones of fqmale diftrefs were au^. 
dible>and.fupplia^itto them caAi^maj*. 
dens fronx a paftoral country, who 
cpmplained how caufelefsly they were 
j^grefled by the barbarians; of a gloomy 
cavverp. The warriors with wellaflfeSted^ 
compaffion, profeffed themfelve*, .the . 
champion? of the fhepherdeffes, and 
cpmmenced a. conteft with.tbe barbari* 
^s 3 during which much cbamfteriftic/ 
iperit was evinced on either, fide, for, 
the principz^l parts wer^ fulJaiiiq^L b^r 
iifien. engaged fpr that purp9fev 

In another part was {^ru a trib^ 
qfiAjTtfzpmi.vviift witK t^ Ijattiera;^^, 
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and roundb fiii^ oppofed the intrufion 
of aiH mafculiae malks : a perfeftion of 
charafiter that both amufed and cha- 
gritited the latl«r, as feveraV of the wo- 
naen were very handfome. There wa^ 
one perfofl, vtho having taken great pains 
to make himfelf known for an Alexan* 
dfer, mfllted ort hiftorical precedent as his 
right of atf million to the Queen. But 
tlie fifitirious Thaleftris, not being (itu- 
ated forfuch a confumniationof charac- 
ter, ptit him on fbme exploits^ which 
tcrmiil&tbd in the difgrace of poor 
Alexander, whofe drefs was his only 
n^erit. 

iPRe other gtoupes that found com* 
patible acdommodations, were the 
NftidesV whofe grotto was fo' excel- 
lently^ plahhedi that it -appeared' to con* 
fift- of the mod beadtiful'fhell-work, 
v^hich conftantly diftilkd drops of pel- 
Iftced water; The majority of them Were 
Ikilful'muficians, arid tHofe inftrurtents 
wKieh are afffefted by the breath; they 
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iagenioiifly had conceale(| in the fliape 
of conches and other marine fhells. 
Near to them was the utipleafant neigh- 
bourhood of a fliadowy foreft, inhabited 
bjr fatyrs and fauns, lo well repre- 
fented that they were offenfive to the 
place, fo continual were the flirieks that 
iffued from the receffes, to which they 
hurried every female that came in their 
way. In the end thefe were expelled' 
the foreft, in which were replaced the 
goddefs Diana andherfuite of nymphs. 
There now occurred an excellent op- 
portunity for. the celeftial Duenna to 
play her part, as many of the heathea 
gods, foon made their appearance, who 
were not deficient in thofe impaflioned- 
attributes which wer^ effential to theip 
charafilers. For a time the daughter of 
Latona was a very virago towards 
their divinities, but fo importunate were 
the courtihip^ of the latter^ and fo fre- 
quent the defertjions of her nymphs^ 
that being perfonated by a fprightly. 
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young woman of five and twenty, (he 
became difgufted with a prudery^ flic 
did not feel. Gradually her energy to 
defend and reclaim her nymphs was fo 
enfeebled, that temptations were prof- 
fered to herfelf ; and at length the god- 
defs of chaftity was feduced from her 
retirement by an Endymion, whofe only 
fcience in aflronomy was to affirm the 
ftars of heaven to be lefs brilliant than, 
her eyes. This incontinence was im« 
mediately pleaded by every Nymph,, 
Naide, Nereid, or Shepherdefe, as an 
excuie for her own ; which effeds ib 
delighted the celeftiaTs, that Diana's 
fratilty was applauded by them all, ex- 
cept her bi-other Apollo, who, when he 
cafually met her, turned his back with 
feom ; an a£)ion which fome one 
Ihrewdly attributed to his juft then 
defcrying Daphne, among the tranfient 

throng. . 

Meantime Claudio, being in a do- 

luino, hoped to enjoy the entertainnvent 
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wiriaout contributing to it ; but he was 
inolefted by the< impertineiiGeis of the 
chara£terSi whD^, not Gontent with dif- • 
play;iBg' ^emfelvesy involved all- aifound ; 
them in the fame ftory. Otie, an' Agpr . 
memnert, ffeluted him gracioufly by the 
name of Menelausy and was particu- 
lariy inqviifitive astb where he haddfe- - 
pofited- Helen. Another, who-wasfaii. 
erranjt Mercury, oalled to him by the 
name,(rf^Amphytrion, and bade him to- 
be ware of Jupiter, A third advanced 
vthhr ih^ ant|ex!s of a flag, and afldihg*! 
hiin.if He was the intended A£&on; 
requefifcd permiflion tO) affix thiEfrfr on 
his tempksi Though' theferwitticifms 
were: ac©ompanied by a- laughter* from 
the perfont ardu»dr, they were^.uiilintel*-) 
liable to the Cavaiieir,. Who endeayour?-: 
ed'td folve how tiiey. could; be aj^iplicaf^. 
He to • Wra, or meritorious: of even « a' » 
fmile of approbation. He imagined r 
himfdP to. be (ufikietitljr difguiledj but 
he was* undec^ived{by a^d^miflo, wh6' 
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falutiBghmbyhis oan3e,.propofedthcy 
both fliDuld ahlent theoafelves to affuHie 
cjhara£leriftic, dceffea, 

Claudio ingenuoufly replied^ that, he 
coniidered his abilities to be inferior to 
thofe- requifite for the (upport of a cha- 
rter. Ha ! exclaimed the domino^ 
the dlfHcuIt]^ ii^. tiiefe tiiacs i» not how 
to. aft la mafquerade, but how to aft. 
out of it. What clothes wear- you be- 
neath your domino ? My regimentals, 
apfwered Claudio. Then,put off your 
donjinoi faid the intruder, for every one 
vfill con&fs.^ tholie regimentals to. be a& 
perfeft a mafquerade as.apy in the Cha?- 
teau. To this infulting irony Claudio 
would have adjoined^a deed of chaftife* 
ment, but. the ultarer, lefs. valiant* tbazv 
impudcfnt^ vaniihed in; the crowd* 

TJie ftriftnels. of chamfter wap now 
fo lelaxed, that an indecorous. diforder 
took place, in which was obfervable. 
no other dii^tnftion, than that of fex;, 
EvQry p^of: th^ pexformance iufiored,^ 
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lave the orgies of the bacchanalians^ 
and the Kbertinifms of the gods and 
their fatellites^ which each moment the 
more audacioufly rivalled the originals. 
It feemed as if the uncontroulable pro- 
flrgacies of the ancfent French nrafque- 
rades, were on the point of being re- 
afted. An inattention to charafter 
made the malquerade, what at beft it 
is refemblant of, a babel of vocal and' 
a€live difcotd, in which the ghofts of 
preceding times feem raifed tapcrfeft 
the prefent confufion. At length, the 
company were in fpirits that required 
but Ibme bold example to burft into 
outrage* ' 

But Henrr and Camilla had provided 
for this extremity. Confequently the 
company, while in a paufe of indecK- 
(Tonrefpeftingfubfequent amufemcnts. 
Were fuddenly called off to one they did' 
riot expefl: * It was about an hour 
fliort of midnight when, the -fignal be- 
iBgf fired, the numerous windows were- 
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anllantaneoufly and invifibly divefted 
of their exterior blinds s and a profpeft 
let in, of all which the art of man 
can devife, the mod beautiful and 
impreffive. The gardens appeared in 
a blaze of illunlination, glorious as 
though the ftars were defcended from 
the firmament to conftellate in one 
fpot* : No one Was contented to take 
^.'fecopd view of fo magnificent a 
fcene from the windows ; accordingly 
rooms .were forfaken for this more 
novel fpeftacle. 

Already the aerial fireworks were 
difcharged frpra twenty different quar* 
ters in the awful ftyle of a bombard- 
ment ; multitudes encountering in mid- 
air : thofe of the firft diftinftion mount- 
ed like meteors with fiery trains i 
changed to globes of particolored fire, 
they hovered awhile in the air, and 
then with inward explofions, fplit 
into a thoufand fparks, that, fpeckled 
the night* But this inflammation o£ 
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,> the atmoiphere was terrific zs' Well as* 
;fplendid. The women Were much 
better pleafed with a fight againil otie 
of the wifigs of the bdWingy where 
the windows being blocked up, that 
fhe-ftiore even and the lefs combuftlble 
might be the furface, exhibition was 
made of an itiCeSatit deluge of fire^ 
wliich was flioWered frbm the fum- 
fhits by indifcdthibte firefii^ri. AH 
the time Was gfadu^Uy difclofed a 
fcrefeent of lamp^, which, for a whiter 
the fpeftators did not ufiderftatid, but> 
^ It perfefted,^ t^ th»eii< gteat deHght. 
th^y found it teprefenfed an a^ifieiaJ 
rainbow of the .exA^eft figure afid 
hues, involved as k Were m- eteudi 
of flame, that gave i* an interminable' 
Appearance, This was loudly applaud^ 
ed, though fome objected at it as 'a 
Jyrofane aJlufion t6 the Almighty Cove^ 
nant with Noah, that be would 
never repeat the deftru^ioA of the 
world by water, in which caife firq; is 
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referved to be the inftmmeiit of its 
future doom. 

However, the exceptious were few, 
for very few were they who acquiefced 
fo much in the reformation of the 
times, as to venture a perufal of £crip* 
ture : neither could any fcruple to 
approve the neighbouring fpeiftacle to 
which all hurried. It bore no other 
allufion than to the heatfaeniih legends^ 
which form fo rich and copious l 
treafury of fubjefts, on which to ex* 
ercife the fancy, that his chriftianity 
muft eatirely have abforbed his tafte, 
who can wifh the obliteration of every 
relic of paganifm- 

Now was reprefented a volcanic 
mountain, fuppofed to be Mount Etna, 
for beneath was figured the gigantic 
and monftrous /Egeon with the fifty 
heads and the hundred hands that 
are allotted him by the poets. He 
was feen to be bound by red hot chains 
^s the punifhrneat of hi$ rebellioa 
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againft Jupiter, and ev^r as he writhed 
» to get free, an eruption was the event. 
Still more fubterraneah was vifible the 
fmithery of Vulcan, where fome curi- 
ous operations were performed in the 
forges by the Cyclops, wb6 more par- 
ticularly diftinguiihed .their flcill by 
the formation of thunder. This part 
©f theejchibitioa was ingenioufly plan* 
ed, for the bolts they affe€ted to make, 
bemg hurled into tfe air, burft 
into flaflies refemblant to lightning, 
• arid immediately was echoed around 
an artificial thunder, which Was the 
remote explofioii? of ordaance polled 
with that defign, 

Thefe entertainment's were tempo- 
rary, and the company penetrated the 
interior, where was difplayed a fcene 
of extenfive fplendor furpaffing M* 
they had feen. Art was heigh tlened by* 
nature, for among the leafy branches of 
the trees wei-e hung lamps, Ihaped 
and colored to reprefent '. various 
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fruits not only native but exotic: 
around the trunks of the trees were 
twilted the moft beautiful imitations 
of fcrpents, which fo artfuHy were 
difpofed; as apparently to mount to- 
wards the fruitage above. Others of 
a larger fpecies were concealed among, 
the darkfome underwood, whence they . 
frequently fpat fire againft thofe, who 
approached too familiarly. 

The Chef d'oBuvre was an illuminated * 
canal, over which the (keJeton of . a 
bridge was thrown, and the moil 
beautiful ftyles of architctlure per- 
fefted in the pontifice, were ,expreffed 
by lamps compatibly invented. "^The 
conftru£ture was fo frail and fodark-: 
ly painted, it feemed that the lights, 
themfclves were the only materials 
ufed ; and had an uneducated barba- ; 
rian juft then been introduced, he 
might have pronounced from the re-i 
fleftions in the water, that the arches 
Avcre illumined beneath its furface 
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down to their deepeft foundations* 
The two elements of all the moft* 
iireconcileable, appeared to be allied • 
in mutual joy; for up and down 
the unruffled ftream failed barques 
grotefquely figured, as fea-lions, fea- 
horfeSy alligators, and other amphibious 
monfters ; likewife profufely decorated 
with lamps, tranfparencies, &c. Within 
were many mufician& whofe wind in- 
ftrumctits required no fuch exertions as 
niiglit difturb . ornaments fo^ delicate. 
Every one's fancy was fo exhilarated, 
that common obfervations were dif- 
dained as unjuflr to the beauties around. 
The rKiuficianSi attributed to their- 
melodies the- calmiw^fs of the current ' 
(Ml which they glided infenfib^le of any 
motion, whHe the fpeftatois on fhore, 
beholding the barques inverted m the 
waters beneatb, complimented Henri • 
by faying, that the antipodes were met 
to celebrat?e his birth-day. 

Along the border^ of the canal were 
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placed different bands of mufic, by 
which were executed the favorite 
dances of the day. Near to them were 
laid for the accommodation of thofe 
of the company who chofe to dance, 
wide and elaftic floorings^ that were 
j\Q detradions from the fcene» as they 
'vyere painted to refemble a bright mofs: 
b.efides, they dpubly aflifted the (kill 
of the dancers^ who, fimilarly to Viiv 
girs Amazon, tript over the flowersi 
dbpiftfrd, hclow witbosut cruflxing them. 
Others difperfed tiliejaiftlves throughout 
the gardens, and. paced, the remote* 
walks, where* maoy a lover deplored 
the hrightnefs of an/ illumination, un- 
warranted by which his miftceis would 
have refufed to accompany, him. 

Claudio was of thofe who^ retired,, 
biut he- was folitary in perfba and. 
mood : necuiBbent on the bank, before* 
a fi&itious hermitage, he gazied. on the' 
bufy pn>ipeQ hje had defeited. 1 houghi 
diflance enabled his eye to centre alL 
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. at one glance, like the focus of many 
rays, yet could not his heart be heated 
to pleafure. He refieifted on the un- 
<lefcrvcd infults he had received, when 
the evidence, of perfons was heard 
from rtie interior of the hermitage.' 
As Claudix) fronted th^ chief entrance, 
he knew there muft be other inlets* 
His fufpicions injured his modefty, 
and he arofe to depart, had not the* 
tones of Henri reached his ears. They 
were amorous, aiid were fucceeded 
by the clafh of lips, Claudio was 
not ignorant how tpany are the temp- 
ters of a handfonie, rich, and youthful 
nobleman, and he feared a fecond 
Larina was about ito undo the refor- 
mation, fo laborioufly wrought by Ca- 
milla, He approached the hermitage, 
and inattentive to the fcuflfc within, 
he loudly called on Henri. A female 
ftiriek refponded, which immediately 
fubiided in murmers as if ftifled by 
fi>rce, while the Chevalier's voice re- 
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plied; Approach, whoever you be, 
and, by the Almighty of heaven ! I'll 
poinard your heart ! Anfwercd Clau* 
dio. It is not, Henri! that I dread 
your poniard, but that I will not put 
a female to the blufli. He crgflcd 
the gardens, and retired to his cham- 
ber. 

He had been in bed fome little 
time before Camilla appeared. He 
was fo entirely engroffed by his own 
thoughts, that he did not fpeak to her 
till fhe laid herfelf by his fide. He 
then communicated to her his fears for 
Henri, founded on what had paflTed 
at the hermitage, Camilla chilled from 
head to foot ; and as he tenderly drew 
her to his arms with inquiry if flic 
were unwell, he felt her limbs vibrate 
againft his. To his folicitude to know 
if fhe were well or unwell, ihe re- 
plied, that flie was the former. Did 
you then know of this before ? he aflc- 
€d. N-o-o! Ye-e-es! prevaricated 
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Camilla. At length, fhe decifivdy- 
anfwered. Yes ! And pray by what 
means ? and who is the frail fcmak ? 
laid Claudio. Thefe interrogations, re- 
newed her difquietude to fo alarming 
a degree, that' the Cavalier neglefted 
every concern -that was not kindred 
to her welfare. Raifing himfelf ofl 
the pillow, he half leant over her, and 
perceived by the moonlight, that her 
countenance was pale as aflies, and 
her eyes wet with tears. If ficknefs 
do not ail you, faid he, you too deep- 
ly lament that ftenri would in the 
leaft degenerate from the examples 
you have given him. Ah, returned 
ihe, you truly have gueffed my com- 
plaint. Any one befide Claudio, would 
have fufpefted that he did not know 
it to its full extent; and that there 
exifted fome improper refervation on 
Camilla's fide. As he was above, de- 
ierving fufpicion, fo he was above 
\n-g;v a'nd perfuaded how un- 
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grateful was the prefent fubjeft to 
her he doated on, he fikncedy and 
preffed her to his heart. 

Many of the chief nobles being de- 
tained as guefts in the Chateau, a 
multiplicity of entertainments occupied 
the three or four enfuing days. But 
the glories of the firft day furpaft 
competition, and contrafted with themj 
what followed feemed infipid ; where^ 
fore, the vifitors feparated from their 
hofts with little regret on either part. 
Neither Claud io or Camilla partici% 
paled much in thefe amufements* 
ITie latter confined herfelf forrowr 
fully to her chamber, whence her 
hufband could with difficulty allure 
her, though he repeated the affu ranee 
that Henri inquired after her with an 
unceafing earneftnefs, that difprovy 
ed his capability of ever conceivijag 
a Herious attachment to any female, 
who 4id not, in great meafure, refem- 
ble her. 
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. Camilki*s face, neck, and even her 
arms, were fcorched with bluflies 
often as fhe was thus addrcffed, until 
Claudio on that account difcontinued 
the defence of his friend, on whom he 
fecretly thought (he was unreafonably, 
though amiably fevere. He was con- 
vinced that her fequeftration from the 
latter part of the feftivity, was the 
chief caufe of its early diffolution ; for 
Henri being quite fpiritlefs during her 
abfepce, the vifitors refented his negle6t 
to them by an abrupt departure : his 
not oppofing it was an inconteftible 
proof in Claudio's opinion, that no 
woman among them poffeffed hii real 
afFeftions. Claudio therefore fpared 
him on the affair at the hermitage, to 
which he never alluded without Henri's 
■difctofing a terror, that conquered every 
jcfFort to difguife it. 

It was now decided that the Cflfie- 
vaiier muft mak« the tour of his 
various eftatcs ) a cuftom never omitted 



tHE THREE BROtHEItS* 10^ 

hf the heir de Souvricour on coming 
of age. When apprifed how foon he 
would commence his journey, Camilla 
permitted his more frequent introduc- 
tion into her company j but as neither 
of them could tolerate the other's glan- 
ces, the moment of their feparation 
Teemed that of mutual relief. Claudio 
grieved to fee. them thus <ietached, and 
drawing Henri privately afide, he 
fpoke to him what follows. 

My deareft friend, as every human 
creature has indelible failings, I wjll 
not reprehend you, who are fo youn/5 
in wifdom, for that indecorum I dif- 
covered in the hermitage. Nay, do 
not fear that I will. But ^ have wi(h- 
ed to tell you, that by fome unlucky 
means, which I difpleafe her by in- 
quiring into, Camilla has from the firfl 
known of it. To her, therefore, muft 
your fubmiflions be made, for fo warm- 
ly (he has your welfare at heart, that 
your manifeftation of the mereft foible 
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pains her proportionably to the cenfiir^ 
fhe teftifies towards you. At prefent 
go; it is no unmanly derogation ta 
liumble yourfeJf before a female. I 
will meantime draw off the attention 
of the Marquis, fo. that he do not 
re mark your abfence, 

Claudio remained in this manner 
to entertain the Marquis three or four 
deffertt^ fucceflively, while Henri re- 
tired to Camilla's chamber in order 
}to make his peace with her^ Though 
their former amity was apparently 
reftored, there fubfifted fymptoms in 
.either of great difturbances^ of mind ; 
for whenever Claudio met them after 
thefe interviews, he faw them to be 
much agitated, and their eyes galled 
-with tears i Alas! he confid^ercd^ How 
i^iferable is it for humnnity, that its 
)oys and its afiiiftions . are growths 
.©f the fame root! What could pro- 
mife to produce better ifTues than my 
plan of Camilla educating Henri in 
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Virtue? Yet docs it now prove a 
* fource of difquietudc to her, which no 
one might forefee j for fo folicitous 
*(he is become in the undertaking, that 
1 fear her happinefs depends on ils 
fuccefs. If thus fenfibly (he feel a 
flight infringement of her precepts, 
may fhe not be fatally affe£ted by any 
of more importance ? Alas ! it require* 
BO great flirewdnefs to prophecy, that 
unlels Henri be happy, Camilla never 
will be contented, unlefs he be vir- 
tuous, flie never will be bleft. In this 
fiate are her difpofiticxis at the very 
time when he is to be withdrawn 
from her care, and launched among 
parafites, whofe intereft it ^11 be 
to excite> and wantons> whofe pleafure 
it will be to gratify his paffions, 
This ominous journey now took place. 
Henri departed with a brilliant train 
that half depopulated the Chateau ; 
and during his abfence the command 
of the regiment devolved o» Claudio*. 
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Camilla gradually became fo uncheer* 
ful and humorfome, that it required 
all Claudio's pity for the firft to bear 
v/ith the other. He perceived that; fhe 
was unhappy^ and foon he became 
hardly lefe fo, for as the caufe was 
fecreted from him, he much feared 
that he were involved in it. Any idea 
was preferable to this, wherefore he 
confidered whether the departure of 
Henri with his rich equipages, might 
not be fo regretted by Camilla. Her 
difinclination to accompany him when 
he went abroad in fo inferior a ftyle, 
at firft encouraged this conception; 
but he quickly difmiffed it as inju- 
rious to that good fenfe he knew fhe 
poffeffed. 

However, Claudio fomewhat repent* 
ed his acceptance of Henri's invita- 
tion, by which (he w^s habituated 
to a mode of life he eduld not be 
able to fupport when abandoned to 
his own refources. He would not 
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pecmit himfelf to fee that his compa- 
rative infignificance in the dignities 
of birth and fortune, dwindled him 
.into a ftate of dependence, which, how- 
^ever it were unfelt by him, or un- 
intended by the Chevalier, did not 
efcapc the worfe than contempt of 
others. Yet he was much offended 
with the Marquis, whofe haughtinefs 
was ludicroufly imitated by the dif* 
ferent claffes of domeftics. 

Letters were received from Henri* 
which ftated his arrival at the caftern 
eftate ; a difobedience of which the 
Marquis heavily complained, though 
it .appeared that the reafons of his 
prohibition were vague, if they pro* 
ceeded from, apprehenlion of his injury. 
Henri mentioned, that having a^)p if* 
ed the hofpitable Cure how bitterly 
Pierre/s villany had caufed him to 
repent the neglect of his advice on the 
laft year's vifit, the old man had told him, 
that that advice partly arofe from his 
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fufpicions of Pierre^ whom he imagirr- 
ed was the fame fellow that had for- 
merly been pointed out to him, as 
the colleague of two difreputable men;, 
who oftenfibly fubfifted by working: 
a ferry on the neighbouring river;, 
but whoin^ report fo far fcandalized 
as to fay, that although paffengers. 
might conveniently get acrofs,. yet their 
baggage was generally lightened by 
the way* Continued the Cure, I was: 
not ignorant that a milcreant of that 
ftamp often contrives to introduce him- 
felf into the retinue of a gentleman 
with fome blstd defign : ftill a& I faw 
that 'Pierre had gained a portion of 
your efteem, I did not feel juffified 
by a mere furmife t& difpoffefs hiwt 
jof it. Certainly, I could not conjec- 
ture that at that time be was medi- 
tating your deftru£tion» Henri then 
refumed, that from what the Cure 
fatd, he ordered the two ferryment 
to be apprehended. The fevere in- 
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quifition they underwent, extorted froni» 
them the myftery of- their connexioa 
with the folitary Chateau ; which, ac- 
cording to their inftruttions, was ea lily 
rid of it's vile inmates^ who combin* 
ed with fome fpedral Icffcnds,. had 
rendered it aa obje£l of terror U> the 
furrounding country. On the cleared 
convi£tion of their unpardonable of- 
fences, he then dircfted the ferrj'man. 
and his fon tO" be executed with, the 
reft. His letter concluded with men- 
tioning that of Julian no tidings o£ 
any nature could be gained- 
It was foon evidenced that Henri's- 
exertions were not entirely of the ten- 
dency he defcribcd -y, for. four days- 
enfuing his letter came one from^ the- 
Cure, in which he refpe£lfuUy reprc- 
fented to the Marquis, that tlievaffals 
at that eftate were unanimouily £b en- 
raged, againft Henri for his debauche- 
ries among their wives and daughters,, 
timt ublefs be voluntarily and hetimea 
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withdrew, it was probable that the iffuc 
of his vifit would be unpleafant, perhaps 
dangerous. He likewife cenfured the 
Chevalier for giving entertainment to 
an itinerant Friar, who afready had 
attained an afcendency in his retrnue^ 
which might be ufed to evil defigns* 
In eonfequence of this the Marquis 
difpatched a mandate of recall to his 
. fon. To Claudio the miferable father 
returned for confidence- and comfort, 
of which his wants, increafed propor- 
tionably ta the daily decline of his 
own energies. Though the Cavalier 
irefpefted him as an elder, he little 
afFe£ted him as a friend, with which 
title he- nevd]r endued any liian befide 
Henri, of w^hofe faultinefs he now 
heard with a regret fo fincere, that it dif^ 
ahled hira from confoling the Marquis. 
His confideration too was much en- 
groffed by his ftudy how to conceal 
all from Camilla : yet he had caufe 
to fear that the infamy eluded hl& 
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prevention, for Camilla vifibly matured 
hf that dolor, which originated in 
Henri's firft defeftion from her exam- 
ples. So unfocial was ftie become, 
and fo difpirited the Marquis, that 
from his regiment could the Cavalier 
only hope to derive the lead enter- 
tainment. The bitterer was his dif- 
appointment when he proved the officers 
bent on thwarting him in every ftep he 
took. As all of them were gentlemen 
of the Marquifate, who prided them- 
felves on their feudal kindred to the 
family de Souvricour, the loweft was ef- 
teemed a morerefpe6iable competitor for 
the commiflion,than the Cavalier, whom 
they afFefted to defpife as an ignoble Ita- 
lian, once their captive ; while the fin- 
cere nK)tive of their hatred was his 
introduction over all their heads, at 
a time they were aflured of a general 
promotion. So unleafonable an incor- 
poration turned out unhappily to Clau- 
dlo^ for although he pofiefTed too 
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much gallantry to fpare avowed ag- 
greflion, yet, in the prefent cafe^ the 
officers bemg all conjun£live in the 
TOortification, were lb in its revenger 
wherefore, at table, he was often re- 
duced to the difagreeable neceffity 
of individually ftemming a torrent of 
provocation, which howfoever he would 
wi(h» he dared not chaftize^ as it came 
dif^ifed in hints, allufions, jefts, and 
other warranted treacheries, by which 
a man feels himfelf ftabbed in a hun- 
dred fenfibilities, yet refrains from chal- 
lenging the poinard of his antagonift^ 
on account of the derifioo attached to* 
a confeffion that he is touched* But 
when another is fa refolute in this 
kind of inteHe^tual affaflination, that 
on every occafiofi he fophifticates the 
ftyle. of genteel raillery to the purpofes- 
of malice and provocation, it fliall 
prove that, in a ihort time, he will fo 
iar overftep the protefling limits of 
courtefy, as to incur the due puniih- 
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ment. Tliis was early the cafe with 
the oflfeaders of CUudio, who through* 
out was injured by their ill manners 
more than by their meanings, which 
were ineomprehenfible to him, although 
they appeared to exult in the audacious 
franlcnefs of their expreflion. 

It was at dinner one day, that an un* 
reigned malevolence urged the con* 
rerfation fubfequently defcribed. A 
young officer mentioned his receipt 
of letters from Paris : he detailed much 
of their intelligence,, of which the 
chief was a near profpeft of an imperial 
war.. Thence it happened that mili- 
tary concerns were difcuffed^ efpeci- 
ally the purchafes of commiffions, A 
fuperiinr officer was quite inflated with 
the infolence he meditated to uttef> 
for direaing him to the young fubaltern^ 
•* Ha,." faid he, " did not your letters 
*' tell how whimfical is the new coin for 
^ which commiffioM are to^ be vended ? 
•• hey RaviUioix I" « Not a fyllabk>"; 
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was replied with a fufprife which, un- 
lefs fincere, was inimitably affefted. 
On my honour that is ftrange as the 
thing itfelf, faid the firft ; wliich of 
all the things I ever knew is the 
ftrangeft. Surely it is matter of fa6t 
what I will now tell you; which 
you will know forfuch when I (harp- 
en your apprehenfion. Empty youf 
glaffes then, and hearken ! Well, I 
am informed, that it only requires a 
mutual underftanding between the 
feller and the buyer in thefe affairs, 
to difpenfe entirely with money of 
gold, or filver, and to make a mint 
of nature, by fubftituting her pro- 
" duftions of fleOi and blood !" " Ex- 
^* cellent ! " was exclaimed by all. 
Ay," refumed the other, ** but then 
to infure a currency, it muft be (lamp- 
ed with dark eyes and fliady lids, 
" hair with roguifh curls, lips that 
" pout, teeth that fliine, dimpled cheeks 
** and chin ; in fliort an efSgy, complete 
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** in all points, of a charming, woman. 
Such is the price fome men pay for 
their eommiffionS) ^hich, tho' pri- 
vately obtained, are publicly fcanda- 
lous." " Pfliaw," adjoined another j 
let us be more merciful in allowing, 
that, in this cafe, a wom^n muft be 
" her hulband's only eftate." " And 
•* who the devil would defire a better?" 
cried a third. " Sincerely as I abhor 
f ' the fpringes of matrimony, I'd noofe 
." myfelf without the heiitation of an 
f^ inilant> could I hope to difcover in 
my wife a mine of wealth and dig* 
nity. Gad, I'd from her to adven- 
tures, as are foreign mines : I'd make 
her current : I'd put her out \o intcF- 
'* eft with a moft ufurioua ambition of 
" Captaincies, Colqnelfliips, and Gene- 
'* rals' truncheosus. Bq thefe ever the 
" children fee brought to me ! for a 
^* thaufand fold are they preferable to 
*^ brats bi boys, who becoming men 9 
<* f?tther bates to fee^t ox mawksgf giris^ 
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" who till they are women are good for 
nothing but to look on. Where be 
the fcruples? a foldier on becom- 
ing one weds himfelf to fortune, and 
•• whatfoever wife he thereafter takes^ . 
** is no other than a harlot. "What fay 
"* " you. Colonel, to tbis i - 

" I difagree from your argument,*^ 
faid Claudio ; '^ which I do not think 
^ can too feverely be reprobated.*^ 

" No marvel,^' was returned ; ** for 
•* being previoufly wedded to Donna 
^ Camilla, thence it may be inferred 
that your union with our army isi 
adulterous,, therefore illegitimate. 
^^ True r* replied the fuperior officer, 
" 'tis arrant bigamy, by which we 
** are made panders to a military whore- 
** dom. I befeech then you will ac- 
" quiefce with me. in divorcing this 
•* gentleman from our (beiety." **" We 
** all do ! '* was unanimoufly exclaim- 
ed; " Henceforth," faid the officer^ 
*^ be his prefence indifferent to us, as 
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is his abfence. No longer we will 
be commanded by Colonel Camilla." 
After a farewell glance of fcornful 
defiancej he averted ^his head from 
Claudio, on whom ' the rcfl likewife 
turned their backs. This contumely 
broke through any pretence of mirth or 
humor; fo that Ciaudio (hocked and 
exafperated to the highcft pitchy no 
longer abftained from vengeance oa 
the principal perpetrator. Snatching 
his fword^ he bounded from his feat^ 
and met him face to face. The officer 
was allowed no longer a time than 
what fufficed for his difpolition in a 
poihire of defence ; Mif ^ dozen tbrufts 
were then exchanged in a rapid ce* 
lerity that prevented interference before 
the latter received Claudio*s blade 
through his fword arm. By the ex- 
traordinary effufion of. blood of the 
deepeft die^ it was undoubted that 
fotiie material rein was pierced. It 
rcaUy was the cafe ; for the fufferer was 
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foon mortified by furgical intelligence, 
that his arm were ftifFened in ifs 
funSlions for life. Claudio felt that it 
was his duty to order the mutinous 
officer under arreft; which was ac- 
cordingly done; for the other officers^ 
although they never could have a 
greater will, were too much awed to- 
oppofe it. After this affertion of his 
authority,, be addreffed a general re- 
primand, and quitted the place re- 
folute never to re-enter it. 
• As the Chevalier was abroad, he 
forthwith repaired to the Matquis i 
before whom he expofed the writings 
of hi$ Gommi{fion> and requefted him 
to witoefs his folemn abdication of it, 
in confequence of the envy that was 
induced by its poffeffion. As the old 
man oi\ly cared for Claudio when he 
xieeded his fervices, his prefent wiih 
to mortify him was not under any 
moral reftraint* He ironically praifed. 
his prudence in r^linquifhing a rank^ 
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ivbich he had all along thought it 
W3S a pity that he had ever been 
perfuaded to accept, as it was evi- 
dent the greateft abilities could not 
atone for penury and picbeianifm in 
the opinions of the officers of the 
regiment. He concluded — " The offi- 
** cer, Don Claudio, whom you have 
imprifoned^ is a gentleman of birth 
and fortune ; reafons why you (hould 
" fubmit to his humour, as, I am 
forry to remark, you are undiftin* 
guiflied in either. As you have re* 
figned all power or intereft in the 
'/ concerns of the regiment, it (hould 
** not offend you that my care for 
its profperity move me to order 
his freedom. Your commiffion juftly 
defcends to him, and for too long 
'* a time he has been debarred from 
" his right : but the inveftiture fljall 
•• be delayed no longer than till my 
** fon's arrival," 

The Marquis afted up to his word. 
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while Claudio muftered fpirits to defend 
his ftate, and cenfure its reproach. A 
difcourfe, bordering on difputation, 
fprung up between them ; in the 
courfe of which the Cavalier was hur- 
ried by his indignation into predica- 
ments, at which the Marquis levelled 
fo much contempt, that he found him- 
felf obligated in the iffue to clear his 
hint^ by candidly avowing the ambi- 
guity of that ignoble pairentage fd 
much contemned. . This produced the 
long concealed circumftance of his 
poflible kindred to Julian, The Mar- 
quis fat ftatue-like during the revcal- 
ttient, his -only Ggn of animation a 
fpontaneous effufion of tears. Having 
concluded, the Cavalier was much af- 
frighted to behold him filent and mo- 
tionlefs, with no other evidences of life 
thai) thofe which, ufually, are fympto- 
matic of its termination .: as a laborious 
refpiratipn, unfixed features damp and 
various, eyes in a prominent flare, yet 
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fenfelefs of intelligence or fight. He 
loudly invoked affiftance, and ftretchtd 
forth his hand critically to preferve the 
Marquis from the floor, on which he 
was d^iil^ning with many tokens of an 
apopleftic fit. 

Without delay he was tranfported 
to his chamber, and inftant remedies 
adminiftered to him by Geoffrey, who, 
among his other qualifications for con^ 
fidential fervitude, poflTeflTed fome me- 
dical knowledge. He was zealoufly 
obeyed by the fervants, in whofe efteem 
he held a high diftinftion, which 
was infured by his mildnefs and inte- 
grity, although the intimacy with his 
lord, from which it had originated, ap- 
parently was in the wane. But there 
were reafons why it could never expire ; 
wherefore, in tbcfe exigences, Geoffery 
became paramount over the houfehold> 
Applications fuitable and inceffant re- 
ftored the Marquis to his fenfes; but 
when he opened hi^ eyes it feemjed a^ 
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though a monflrous vifion (hocked 
them, for they reclofed to exclude it. 
It was fuppofed the concourfe around 
tended to his difcompofure ; accord- 
ingly they were ordered to retjfje, ex- 
cept two or three of requifite attend- 
ance. But the fubfequent emotions of 
the Marquis apprifed Claudio that he 
was the odious objeft; he therefore 
quitted the chamber, mentally deploring 
an animofity, fo ftrong as to declare 
itfelf amid the pains of ficknefs. 

The more he lamented the prefent 
divifion with the Marquis,- as he had 
hoped to obtain by him that infight 
into the extra£lion of J^yan, which 
might ferve to ifolve the myftery of his 
6wn. But it appeared that eternal 
ignorance was his fate, fince his mere 
eonfeflion that Julian had aflerted their 
confanguinity, involved him a partner 
in that abhorrence with which the 
Mar-quis regarded the former. The 
apprehenfion of this confequence hi-^ 
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therto had fi kneed his tongue on the 
fubjeft ; perhaps ever would, had he 
not fo grofsly been provoked. If his 
difpofition had been vindiftive, it were 
now gratified, for palpable 'twas that 
he had {hocked fome paflion, on which; 
the very exiftence of the Marquis was 
hinged: as the latter had been valetu- 
dinarian for long, it was mod likely 
that he was now in extreme danger. 

While Claudio thus reflcfted, there 
croffed him one of the domeftics he 
had left behind in the fick room. He 
anfwered the Cavalier that Geoffery 
was individually chambered with the 
Marquis, who had commanded the 
abfence of e^rery other perfon. Claudio 
regretted his exclufion from the privity 
of what was difcourfed between them, 
as he douT^ted not that, in the contrary 
cafe, he could have heard the elucida- 
tion of thofe circumftance's, as yet in- 
fcrutable to his keeneft fhrewdnefs. 
With this lamentation he paced th^ 
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hall; for from GeofFery He had little 
hope to extraft the fecret, as the old 

. man latterly had conduced himfelf in 
a cold and diftant manner, altogether 
difSmilar from the attachment he afore- 
time manifefted. This verfatHity Clau-. 
dio' attributed to humorfome old age, 
and .ftudied to indulge it, howfoever it 
hurt him. 

The Cavalier heard footfteps unftea- 
dily approaching ; and turning his eyes 
whither they came, he beheld the fub* 
jeft of his reverie. Gepffer)''s exterior 
bore the figns of affliftion mingled with 
horror; and foon as he fpake, it ap- 
peared that his mind was even more 
perturbed. After regarding the Cava^- 

' lier as if he were undeterminate whe- 
ther he were human or fpeftral, h^ 
fucceeded in articulating, *• Alas'! 
*^ Signor ! the Chateau no longer i§ a 
*' refidence for you." 

"Hath the Marquis fe decided?" 

* 

iaid Claudio angrily. 
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GcofFery fighed and anfwered, " Hea- 
** ven hath : and Heaven you venture; 
" if here you ftay." 

Claudio repeated, " But the Mar'- 
** quis, hath he**— -He was interrupted 
by the old man, who half knelt to pef- 
fuade him to IJave the Chateau. Tlie 
Chevalier was amazed at his importu- 
nate entreaties, and alked. Wherefore 
fhould he leave the Chateau ? ^' 1 darA 
*i not»anfwer: indeed! indeed! I dar6 
not,'' replied GeofFery* ** To anfwel" 
would be to perjure me, and diftraft 
you. On my knees, I befecch you 
to go: a curfe, a damtiing curfc, 
falls on your head, each momerit 
that you ftay: on Donna Camilla's 
*• too, the worft of curfes, if ever agaia; 
** fhe is feen by the Chevalier." 

" Bafe deceit!" cried Claudio. *' I 
fee how much the Marquis appre- 
hdnds my poffeflion of his fon'.^ 
" efteem,' fince he be thus politic to 
** part us/' Anfwer him for me, No'1 
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** I wilJ not facriftce a friend to his 
*' caprice. Nor will I go, till , fo it 
" will pleafe me; being his fon's gueft, 
"not his." 

^* Ah, me !" continued GeofFery, 
** *Tis not that the Marquis thus com- 
** maads ; I left him entranced betwixt 
** life and death. *Tis not that any 
" one commands you ; you have too 
" great a right to abide in this Cha* 
** teau : yet 'tis that right, that wond- 
** rous fhocking rights necessitates your 
" departure." 

" I am not to be juggled," faid 
Claudio- ** Give me your reafons for 
** this advice : perhaps they may be- 
" come mine for folloSving it." 
; ..Geoffery appeared to toil with agony: 
cried he, *^ Oh, that God would deign 

to .convince yoii by a miracle! for 

more plainly fpeak I neither can, nor 
" dare, nor will. Yet is not this mira- 
f* !0le evident in me ? Can you ftill 
•'i'think my tongue and limbs could 
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•* falter, my eyes half heave from their 
fockets, thefe few grey hairs rife 
with the ftrengthr of youth, were all 
the caufe my craft dire6ted by the 
" Marquis's adverfity ? Oh, fatal mis- 
take of me^ your first of friends ! 
who ftep forth to refci>e you from 
what you know not ; from what you 
never may fufpe£t; .unlefs becoming 
criminal to Heaven, Heaven punilh 
you with the difcovery. Do not 
•• turn from me; although the paft 
" cannot be undone, the future may 
•* be prevented. Obey me Aen ! obey 
your Saviour who fpeaks through me. 
I prefently do difpatch couriers to 
" the Chevalier, and likewife to a 
" celebrated phyfician. Await not the 
" arrival of the former-rhe is — ah f 
*' what (hall I fay ?— Henri'' 
•• Well, what is Henri ? 
** Ifoiir chief evil, whereas he (hould 
" be your chief good." 
' *' Impious calumniator I" 
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GeofFery pofitively yelled the follow-^ 
ing words : — " Your incredulity makes- 
"me fraiitic. Hear me once again! 
•' I fwear by all that is holy and di- 
" vine t 'tis more than fit you go ! I 
" call the bleffed Jefus to witnefs^ that 
** 'tis more 'than fit you go !" 

« Ha, ha, ha V*^ laughed the Cheva- 
lier; " the Marxj^uis could not have 
*f appointed a more accbiiapliihed an> 
" baffador." 
" Do you deride me ? imagine me a^ 
player with the names of the Omni- 
potent and his Mefliah ? Cali to 
them„ yaurfelf, a few days hence ; 
as I am a finner, they'll not hearken ' 
to you, who are deaf to me^ You 
** are in hell, yet believe it not ! How 
many hath difbelief brought to the 
fame pafs I I (hriek it to your ears. 
You are m hell, yet believe it ndt I 
" You are loft to Heaven and earth ! 
" You'll ail, you'll die, you'll burn ; 
" burn you fliall^ and then you'll .think 
^ on me." 
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The consequence of this palTiOnatfe 
extravagance was a violent hsemorrhage 
from the noftrils, which much alarmed 
the fervants, who were collefted by the 
]aft exclamations. Notwithilanding his 
fortitude Claudio was fo much deranged 
by this interview, that the fervants, 
judging by his difcompofure, attributed 
GeofFery's bleeding nofe to an angry 
blow from him. Nor were they unde- 
ceived by the fufFerer himfelf ; for foon 
as he was enabled* by ftyptics to fpeak 
without irpbibing his own blood, he 
pofitively dire£t6d them, by force, if ne<* 
ce&ry, to banish that Italian from ^he 
Chateau, To. the executors of this pre* 
fumptiv^e command the Cavcilieroppofed 
a fwoird fo Skilfully handled, that they 
wey-e glad to refrain, and let him walb 
at. Jibe3"ty into the garden, near which 
yeftibuJe <rhe foregoing fceric occunredl 
Claydio'si afnazeoietit v*as fo greats -&s^ 
for a. tirae'to. ^bforb bis indignation.^ 
for, while he reflected on the mystL-iicrd 
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that befe thim. — Camillas mental indif^ 
pofition — the Marquis's bodily one—* 
the audacity of the officers — and the 
madnefs of Geoffery — while he re- 
flefted that each of thefe misfortunes 
feemed to fpring from fome circunv- 
ftance in his oAvn perfon, he began to 
dread himself for his worft enemy j. yet 
was he unconfeious of any crime, or 
any demerit, that could induce such 
mif^reatment. Wherefore be refolvedi 
notwithftanding Geroffery's prayers, to 
flay till Henri arrived -, before whom hti 
would then reprefent his wrongs and 
his wrongers, and require that iatisfac- 
lion, which is the dirty of an hoft re- 
fponfible for the welfare of his gueft. 

It was evening, when a noise in the 
court yard gave CJaudio fome furprise> 
which was confiderably increafed when 
he learned that the Chevalier was come, 
^ubmiilive to the* Marquis's recall, he 
was nearly at the end of his journey 
homeward, when met by the diipatcb 
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from Geoffery ; in confequence he out- 
ftripped the majority of his fuite, and 
fliortly arrived at the Chateau. Before 
the Cavaher could Aefceiid to greet him, 
he paffed to his father's chamber > 
whcrci:', after a (hort difcourfe with 
Geoffery, he inclofed himfelf without a 
companion. As Claudio wished to fee 
his dear friend, he walked up and down 
the corridor to which the chamber 
communicated, vigilant that Uenri^ 
might not come out unobserved* In a 
little time, ifl^ed shrieks mixed witb 
incomprehenfible fpeech of the Mar- 
qitis's utterance. The Cavalier chiJIed: 
with hor.or, when, a minute or two 
affcrwardv forth rushed Henri, his af- 
pect pale> and bis limbs nervelefs; 
Claudio advanced to fupport him, but 
flirunk foiOQ as he descried diOpa of 
blood on his bands. Henri lb yed hin> 
from entering the room, and with much 
trepidation avowed that he had beea 
affrighted from it by the Marquis, wha 
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had fuddenly awoke in convuMrons fy 
outrageous, that from the quantity of 
blood he vomited, it was to be fuppofedT 
a blood veffel was fActured. • The ter- 
ror fo manifeft in Henri; awed Claudia 
from entering, more than any detention 
by force ; until the name of Julian^ 
among other outcries from the Mar- 
.quis, was an irrefiftible inducement, a& 
he thotight it poffible, that a fingle 
word, or hint, might hit the fpriug of 
the concealment in which were his for-^ 
tunes hid, and bare them at once to hia 
view. ^ ^ 

With this idea he intr-uded the cham;' 
ber, but quickly repented his temerity^ 
for, half rifen on the bed,* appeared the 
Marquis,* fo covtred with blood that her 
looked all one wound. Hi« conteft 
with dearth was perfoaified by fettitudea 
and gesticulation's, that denoted ^ hoW 
dreadful was the. strife ; arwd. he could 
Bot have battled harder had he poffeffed 
a youth fuj -tenacity to 4ifa» • But i^ucb 
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as his body endured, his fouJ feemed to 
fufFer more ; for additional cares and 
pains to thofe attending the foparatioii 
tortured it. He acted as though all the 
horrors of his former experience weri 
congregated in'that e'xtremity, to make 
their farewell trial on himj as though, 
Julian, who had prevented* his* happy 
life, likewife prevented his peaceable 
death j by prift impreffions lefs than by 
present adlion, for he called on his 
namie, pointed him out, followed him 
with his eyes fo confidently, that Claudio 
grew infefted with Henri's terror, that 
all was not a vacuity whither the Mar- 
quis fo gazed ; it being traditional that 
the approach of death relieves the fight, 
and gifts it to behold what is elfe im- 
perceptible. This fuperftitlon f ) pow- 
erfully operated upon his fancy, that 
when he wished to difbelieve th^ a 
being fubftantial, although invifibie; 
hovered about h'ifti, he fuffo^ed himself 
to be perfuaded of it by the direftion of 
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the dying man's looks. He flunk from 
the fcene, of which he was convinced 
all the horrors were not apparent ; and 
left the poor Marquis addreffing prayers 
to God, and deprecations, to Julian. 

Already were the houfliold alarmed 
by thefe exclamations^ among which* 
murder was heard, gathered around 
Henri, who interdiSed their entrance^ 
and oppofed the pofitive GeofFery^ 
Just as the Cavalier hurried forth witb 
looks of .contagious fear, appeared a 
iervant to announce the phyfician fent 
for by Geoffery. Henri feverely repri- 
manded the old man's ofiicioufnefs^ 
and prohibited the phyfician's entrance, 
for he faid, I have a friend coming of fo 
much &il1, that he will adminifter to 
my father devotionally and medicinally 
as his extremity requireak At that cri- 
tical moment a friar was said to be ar- 
rived, whom Henri acknowledged to be 
that frieivd> and whom Claudlo appre- 
hended to be the fame decried by the 
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Cure in his letter of complaint. He was 
retiring, when there afce»ded the fteps 
down which he was going, the Bene- 
dictine, in whofe features, as far as a 
clofe drawn feapulary would permit 
obfervation^ he identified much resem- 
blance to the apoftate Hildebrand The 
light of a fpeftre could not produce 
more amazement than did this living 
man ; from whom Claudio, at first, was 
prompt to run,' and \i^rarn the Chevalier, 
as from an infidious villain : but a hope 
that, he might be miftaken, rettrained 
him, and diredled him to his own 
chamber, where he paffed the night in 
fleeplefs refieftioni In early morning 
he was apprifed of the death of the Mar* 
quis, for which Henri and. the religion- 
id had prepared him with all the for- 
malities prefcribed in the Romish rituaL 
They had fpent the night in his chamber, 
to which Claudio haftened that he might 
console his friend. He found him bu- 
fied about the body with a filial excluh 
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fion of any afliftance ; in fact, his em- 
ployment was that in which no on^ 
wifhed to partake, though every one 
was interefted in its motives j it being 
no lefs horrible than the decapitation of 
the lukewarm corpfe. Claudib's Gurio>- 
fity concerning an aft lo unnatural, was 
fatisfied by the Chevalier himself, who 
reprefented that by fo doing be fulfil led 
his covenant with his father, whofe 
dying requeft had been that his neck 
might be completely diffevered ; it be» 
ing his conftant terror that from a fpe« 
cious extinftion of life, be fliould W 
configned to a premature interment, 
whereby Julian would have free fcop^ 
to revive him by diabolical arts. He 
likewife enjoined the appointment of 
A formidjible and vigilant guard about 
the tomb, in day and night, to slffur^ 
the repbfe of his body undiftufbed by 
the fame monfter. He had expired, 
according to Hervri*s word, without aC- 
£gning any i^afon for fo unaccountable 
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ft terror, A due obedience was' fliewa 
in all points; for after the body was 
kept fome time in very great ftate, with 
grand and folemn exequies it was de-« 
pofited in the anceftral maufuleum^ 
whereabout an ,ince0ant watch was 
preferved. 

Howfoever great weri the admiration 
which Henri's punflual acquicfcence in 
his father's defires gained him from 
abroad, none was felt for him within 
the Chateau ; where the domeftkrs una-» 
nimoufly difapproved fuch conduftj 
GeofFery the mod particularly, for the 
looks of pity he beftowed on Claudioy 
would change to abhorrence when di« 
refted to Henri. Wbatfoever were the 
caufe, the latter was tormented with a 
difcoDtfintment and rcftleffnefs, which 
incited Claudio's furprize and fympa- 
thy. Indeed it vrm a great. reafon why 
he would not quit the Chateau, as it; 
muft feein no lefs ungrateful than iin^ 
kind^ to fovbk^'hh frieqd a prey to dii^ 
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quietude. This concurring with his 
heartfelt unwillingnefs to go, retained 
him more cfFeftually th?n all the temp- 
tations and arguments of Henri, who^ 
fliocked. at his mention of departure, 
the furer to prevent it, refufed to con- 
firm his abdication of the commiflion : 
a ftep, however, in which Claudio was 
fo fincere, that he declined to profecute 
the mutinous Officer, which was his. 
indifpenfible duty, did he adhere to the 
regiment. Neither, in this inftance, 
did Henri (hew himfelf an advocate for 
feverity; though, with regard to the 
domeflics, he was veiy liberal in his of- 
fers of their punifhment. But Claudia 
entreated iilence on the fubjeft^ for he 
felt afhamed to debate on afflicting 
others, juftly though it were, inUhoufe 
hung with funeral enligns : he likewife 
was aware, that aarthe officer would 
pafs unpunifhed, how plaufibly the fcan- 
dalous and the malignant might accufer 
him of delighting in an inferior revenge;. 
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lie gave his anger time to blow over, 
and foon became inconfiderate of all re- 
fpefting Geoffery, but his former fcr- 
vices ; and of the others, except td 
difpife them. 

His fufpicions of the Monk, were 
not equally conquerable : accordingly, 
he communicated them to Henri. The 
latter did not attend to them with his 
ufual complacency, he depreciated 
them as unreafonable, and refented 
them as grounded on a fuppoQtion 
that he could be fo completely impofed 
on. Though Claudio faw that the idea 
offended him, yet, perfuaded how im- 
portant was the cafe, he particularly 
urged it, till the petulent Henri, refolv- 
ed to convince him of his error, ordered 
Father Anfelm to be called. When 
be was entered, the Chevalier, as if 
nothing had pafled, but in a carelefs 
manner, feveral times queftioned him 
concerning his former life; to which 
the Prieft replied with an ingenuou^i 
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aflurance, that totally difcredited the 
Cavalier's apprehenfion, whofe only re- 
fource was to accufe him of inimitabk 
effrontery. 

« 

Well then, cried Henri, there only 
remains* for me to have him caft from 
the Chateau, that he may ftarve> hang, 
or dTown, becaufe nature hath given 
him a face, to which that of a villain 
is not, unlike. This feafonable paffion 
was effe6hial onClaudio, who objefted 
to Its fulfillment ; for being uncertain of 
the impofture, his humanity could not 
9JI0W the expuhion of a man poffibly 
innocent. In more kiftances than one> 
tbefe paffionate eruptions overcame th« 
arguments of the Cayalier, who peace* 
ably refigned his caufe on condition 
that Henri would his anger. Thus by 
degrees he funk beneath the tyranny 
of the Chevalier^ which was the mor§ 
lure, is it was unexercifed titl refifted i 
and it then often rnnes iffumed the form 
of upbraidings, laimeMatipns,^ and other 
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flgns of injured friendfliip. ' Although 
unamiable qualities were developed by 
Henri each fucceeding day> Claudio 
was not at liberty to remark them, be- 
ing entifely ehgroflfed^by Qamilla, whofe 
ientimcnts^ habiteji and appaarance^ 
were fo nxaj^veloufly chang^d> that the 
who^e Chateau WBs ftruck with amaze- 
m^nt* It was a conftant theme of dif- 
courfe among the doi^eftics ; but fel- 
dom with their maftersi; foi Henri 
feeling a confctoufne^ of guiky impti* 
cation in the iayftefiou$> cauib^ re» 
tired wllentver it wa^ dHcufTed.: even 
if her nalne Were tn^tipfied before him^ 
l)e appeared tQ b^Jbrfakeo by his na* 
ttve confidettce. ^ .i 

No more wouW Camilla^ride abroad 
with him in ftait -, unto the. delightful 
garden fh'e ccafed Iso defcend ; a ter- 
race: that liatt before ,her apirtments. 
being the confine? of her ^xercife, from 
\*rhcnce fhc piinftually retired, were any 
one of the domeftics impertinent enough 
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to gaze on her. It was generally al- 
lowed that her perfon having run 
through all the graceful degrees of en 
bon pointy had buried its chief fym- 
metries in a luftinefs acquired by floth 
and ina€livity. Her former pleafure to 
embellifli and attire it, no longer was' 
believed to exift, as the prefent inele- 
gance of her appearance was greatly 
afcribable to a gracelefs and flattemly 
fafliiori of appareL In a word, (he ex- 
hibited that ftrange phcenomenon^ a 
woman out of favor with herfelf. Her 
grief vifibly preyed on her health, for 
her walk was infirm; her cheeks were 
funken, her eyes were blemiihed ; and 
the only figns of their paft brilliancy 
were flaihes of an anguifh bordering 
on defpair. Claudio beheld her woes 
without liberty to attempt their allevia- 
tion» She only 'diftinguilbed him from 
the reft by a more vehement interdic- 
tion from her fociety: her days and 
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nights being fpcDt in a monotonous fe- 
clufion within her chamber. 

One day> the Cavalier, after a long 
and indecifive loitering before her lodg- 
ings, ventured to enter them unan- 
nounced. The motibn of fome one re- 
tiring, attrafted him to a pretty boudoir, 
wherein Camilla was accuftomed to 
praflife her drawing, needle-work, and 
otlier aCcomplifliments. It was devoid 
of her,, whom be. wiflied to feej but 
contained an object, of all the moft un- 
looked for. On the /pafel was refted a 
portrait of Henri, which bore traces of 
recent vrprkmanfliip. Though incom- 
plete, the resemblance was ftriking, 
and favourable enough to evince the 
artift was not an impartial one. He 
was dfeflfed in a military garb, and his 
^ure was endued with a martial and 
cpurteous^air, (kilfuUy executed. Clau- 
dio at (igbt praifed the likenefs, and ef- 
teemed the flattery. He reflefted, thaj 
Camilla to comfort herself for the evil. 
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relapfe of Henri; bad defigned his pic* 
ture with aH the exterior attributes. cfS 
that virtue, ih6 fo vainly had endea- 
voured to inculcate into his mind; 
* Claudio honored the fenlibilitjr whicH 
could derive confolation from a fliadow, 
and unwilling (he (hould find h;erfelf 
difcovered, he foftly retreated when h& 
he heard her approach, 

In a little while he re-entered. Ca- 
milla then wasprefent, feutfo iaitebtly 
engscged, that fhe did not perceive bim; 
till he was come 4ie air enough to* ideri* 
tify that it was his own poftrait}" at 
which file wa^ labouring on- the -fadvi 
esfely where, but a minute 6f tv^*he^ 
fore, ftood that of Henri, ^ H^r '>pfiv'i^ 
lege to withhold whatever ftie pleafedi 
Claudio on this.occafion felt inclined M 
cjueftion ; forbefide tha^ hefeeJingJ^ 
fufferecf the flighteft exclufion from hef 
confidence, he thought the exchange 
of pictures was not altogeter blameleft 
of deceit; '* But Ufeis- w&s^iiot^the onlf 
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motive of chagrin, for it could not eA 
cape him how inferior was the execu- 
tion of his own portrait to that of the 
Chevalier, which, indeed was done in 
a mafterly ftyle, and proportionably, 
that it furpaffed what could be exr 
pe6led from Camilla, a dilettante in the 
art, evidenced how unfparing were her 
pains on that fubjeft* It had ap- 
peared to Claudio more like the- work 
of an accomplifhed painter, who knew 
how to favour a countenance without 
adonizing any. particular feature, or, 
when fo oWiged, could allay the flatter- 
ing touches with fome ftriking points 
of refemblancCi Whereas his own was 
comparatively fo faint, that it feemed 
defigned for no other purpofe than its 
pre(ent djfingenudus ufe. Thevjealotify 
that nature conceives without the war- 
rant of will, Claudio was too noble to 
cherifh : ht ftrangled it in its birth, and, 
ftrange to fay, his only exception againft 
Henri was thus expreflfed,* How'pitia:* 
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ble is that young man whofe faults 
neceflitate my Cailiilla to ftoop to ar- 
tifice, rather than flie will be afliamed 
in thQ difcovery of her friendly attach- 
ment to him! Yet it appeared that 
Henri did not relax his devotions to 
her, for feveral times he wa$ met by 
Claudio in the vicinities of her apart- 
ments, whence he feemed to have 
iffued. 

About a month w«ls elapfed fince the 
deceafe of the Marquis, without an oc- 
currence to enliven the gloom diffufed 
by that mournful event throughout th^ 
"Chateau. One evening at the expira- 
tion of *that time, Henri and Claudio 
were arm in arm ranging about the 
gardens. They had dined in unufual 
fpirits, and, having tried every topic of 
friendly corivprfation, at, length difr 
courfed on literature. This fubjeft 
Henri ever before had avoided as one 
calculated to expofe his ignoranC- 5 but 
now to Cfeudio's furprife, he 1 ought it. 
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and in the end rapturoufly fpoke of a 
little tale, which had* interefted him to 
copy it. He drew the manufcript from 
his pocket, and commenced its loud 
perufal with the demeanor of a young 
and diffident author on the communi* 
cation of a maiden work. Having in- 
fpired Claudio with a high anticipa- 
tion of its merits, he felt himfelf ame- 
nable for any blemifli that were dif« 
coverable, as it would infer an over- 
iight in his judgment. 

THE GUILT OF FRIENDSHIP. 

The chief bonds of union among the 
human kind, are Confanguinity, Love, 
and Friendfliip. Of thefe the laft men- 
tioned ftands firfl in purity and con- 
ftancy. If it be granted, that the rites 
of marriage combine man and woman 
in one flefli, be it likewife adaiitted> 
that the congenialities of friendfliip 
combine man and man in one foul: 
how fublime the idea, that fuch friend* 
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ig founded on the immortal 
lurfelves, (hall exift to all eter- 
nity ! Though Confanguinity be ad- 
mitted into the argument, in nowife 
is it comparable to friendlhip ; brothers 
in blood are brothers in birth ; brothers 
in mind are. brothers in creation. As 
much is the one fuperior to the other, 
as is the God to the Mother. Between 
Love and Friendflaip then remains the 
ftrife, and thus it is arraigned. 

Love at best cannot be pure : it pof- 
feffes us through our fenfes and is con- 
taiiiinated by the way. Friendfhip is 
friendfliip only when pure ; for then a 
man feels himself at heart, without ne- 
oeflity of obfcene otganization. Love 
is not exclufiveJy a human chara£ter- 
ftic ; Friendftiip is, it being unfelt 
by brutes. Love is defpotic. Friend- 
fliip voluntary. Love unmans. Friend- 
fliip deifies. Love is often dated as 
the motive of a fin. Friendfhip hath 
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motives to make a fin a virtue. Love is 
often complained of, becaufe the objefl 
be unworthy. Friendfhip is of that di- 
vine nature, it cannot exift without 
mutual worthinefs, to which it tends by 
Iharpening the observation of each to 
the other's faults : thus itremovesthe dif- 
advantage of felf-ignorance by enabling 
one friend to view himfelf with the 
other's eyes, and forwards that reforma- 
tion for which many are defirous though 
unwife how to commence. 

Friendfhip and Love are adverfe as 
can be a fentiment and a paflion ; and 
the mod dangerous afcendency of love 
is, that it ruins in minutes what friend- 
fhip erefts in years. Thus womankind^ 
whofe attribute is love, are commonly 
the bane of friendfhip; their infenfi- 
bility of which one to another, is the 
ftrongeft argument among the Maho- 
metans, of their exclufive formation for 
fenfual gratifications. One instance is 
here prefented of Love and Confangui* 

H 2 



148 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

nity allied againft Friendfhip. It will 
be feen that the latter is of fo impetu- 
ous a nature, man of^fo imbecile an 
one, that unlefs he philofophically rein 
it, it will hurr)' him by honest paths to 
the gole of evil. 

However heroic were the ancient 
ties of friendfliip recorded by hiftorians, 
and embelliflied by poets, they did not 
furpafs thofe which fubfifted between 
the Sicilian, Manfred, and the French- 
man, Clothaire. Alexander, Brutus^ 
Oreftes, to Hepheftion, Caffius, and 
Pyladcs, never felt more ; perhaps not 
fo much. They were independent in 
their amities, whereas Manfred, the 
noble and magnificent, had to combat 
his own patriotifm and prejudices, 
others vengeance and reproaches. Con- 
genialities of fentiment, habit, dif- 
pofition, of all fave nativity and age, in 
the latter of which Manfred was a few 
years fenior, had ftraightened them in 
the clolpft alliance about the time when 
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the tyrannous oppreffion of Clothaire's 
countrymen provoked the Sicilians to 
maffacre whom they could not conquer. 
Streets were paved with carcaiTes ; man* 
fions. were waflied from the veins of 
their matters ; beds became the biers of 
thofe who repofed on them ; altars 
were begirt with flaughtered fugitives ; 
while Romifli priefts folved the per- 
plexity of tranfubftantiation, by admi- 
niftering the facrament mixed with the 
vital gore of him who received it. Hif- 
torians have faithfully told the horrid 
procedure, favein one inftance. Every 
Frenchman was not flain. The reek- 
ing brand that Manfred waved, was 
not, as others deemed, empurpled with 
the blood of his favorite gueft ; it wore 
the blood of a kinsman, who had at- 
tempted Clothaire's aflaffination. RoL 
lando, Manfred's own brother, endea- 
vored this violation of hofpitality. Man- 
fred oppofed him *Nor was Clothaire 
lefs magnanimous, for to pacify the fra- 
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ternal ftrife he feveral times fubmitted 
himfelf a voluntary victim. Rollando 
perfifted, and Manfred flew him. Con- 
fcience never vifited him with figns of 
disapprobation ; and when the bloody 
ftorm was blown over, he withdrew to 
a country refidence ; there he brought 
forth his thitherto fequeftered friend, and 
refumed with him their former life of 
reciprocal pleasure. Thus was Confan* 
guinityvanquifliedbyFriendfliip,againft 
which love now entered the lifts. 

Manfred was married, and was 
happy. His wife was of patrician 
birth : (he was more delicate than ma- 
jeftic, more alluring than beautiful, 
moft dangerous in that the lefs fhe 
awed the eye, the more flie interefl:ed 
the heart. Her manners were regu- 
lated by graceful accomplifliments ; 
but her mind was; richer in genius than 
fcience. Her name was melodious and 
claffical: it was Aura. She loved her 
huft)aAd> and fiercely was beloved by 
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him: Ihe admired Clothaire, and de- 
voutly was venerated in return. So 
proceeded matters for a time. 

Towards funfet Manfred departed 
for Meffina, three, leagues diftant froi* 
which his villa ftood. As he croffed 
the exterior court, he noticed Clothaire 
fauntering beneath the piazza, fo occu- 
pied in mind, that his martial walk was 
irregular and indire£t. Manfred cried 
out to him. What caa be the fubjcft of 
thy meditations? Clothaire crimfooed 
with fhame and confufion. Manfred 
for the firft time difcerned expreffions 
fo faulty on the handfome afpe£t of his 
firiend, and his concern caufed him to 
refleft them. After a minute's filence, 
he obferved, that the bufinefs on which 
he was going, would detain him through- 
out the night. Clothaire Uarted, and 
the border of a letter peered from his 
bofom. Manfred hailed the fign, and 
charged his friend with love. Clothaire 
was ftill more and more difcompofed; 
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wherefore Manfred, convinced that 
matters Were too ferious to be jefted 
on, raifed his hands to Heaven, and 
befought it to propitiate the woman 
Clothaire loved to his fuit. My friend, 
concluded he, can affluence compen- 
fatc for your adverfe nativity in your 
fair mifirefs's eyes, induce her to yonder 
turret ; then afTure her that far as her 
fight can particularize obje£ts, extend; 
your demefne: ay, my Clothaire, for 
your's it is fo long as His mine. At 
that moment Aura's perfonal page run 
precipitately forward. His errand was 
to Clothaire exclufively, for he ftag- 
gcrcd at fight of Manfred, whom he 
had prefumed was advanced on his 
journey. Manfred demanded his pur- 
pofc. After hefitating and prevaricating 
for fome time, the page exprefled Aura's 
entreaties of Clothaire 's company in her 
evening: chamber. Said Manfred, You 
fliall go, for clearly now I fee that 
Aura is a confidant in your love ; and 
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Wifely have you chofen, for fhe has 
wifdora to advife and tendernefs to 
footh. Yet both are fo perturbed of 
late, that I dread yDur caufe go not 
well. Ah, why ftiould I chide you for 
fecreting it from me? being affurcd 
your friendfMp wiflies to fpare my 
fympathy in your forrows. Thus af- 
fe&ionately fpake the felf-deceiver, 
convinced how rightly he conjeftured 
by the fucceffive bluflies of his fiiend* 
Notwithftanding the latter's relu£tance, 
Manfred convoyed him to the corridor 
that terminated at Aura's chamber 
door, wherein Clothaire being entered^ 
he returned, and rode from the gates. 

Aura's apartment was calculated to 
infpire effeminate fenfations, for each 
luxurious art had been affeffed to per 
fe£l it. At prefent it was converted 
into a flowery and aromatic arbour by 
the profufion of plants, that were wound 
through the lattice work, and other- 
vrife difpofedm Tender aqd fragile as 
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d heaven^formed nymph, appeared the 
Ibvely iniftrefs confronted by Clothaire. 
With a timid voice flie thanked hinv 
for his pun£hiality. Manfred brought 
me hither, replied Clothaire: we met 
fliortly after my receipt of your letter. 
Aura drooped at this intenigence, ter- 
ror-ftruck that the virtuous Clothaire 
had betrayed her fatal paffion for him. 
But he calmed her by detailing what 
had paffedj particularly Manfred's be- 
haviour when the page fo inopportunely 
intruded to repeat the invitation. 

Miferable, miferable woman ! fighed 
Aura. Miferable in fuch a huiband, 
fo amiable! fo riiagnanfmous ! Ah! 
would I had died ere his inceffant 
eulogies of thee, fweet Clothaire ! his 
modeft preference of thy charafter to 
his own, had thus inftamed me with at 
diflionourable paffion. Difhonourable 
is a worldly wdrd, and full of error : 
my paffion yet is virtuous, for it origi* 
nated in the love of virtue. 
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Then permit not vice to alloy it^ 
rejoined Clothaire. For long I have- 
endured your prayers, your befeechings^ 
and alluremente. Longer, alas ! I can- 
not: my youth undermines my forti-* 
tude. Aura, I confefs myfelf at your 
mercy ; generoufly extend it, and have 
pity, pity on a man vt^hofe nature is-* 
rebellious to his principles. I kneel 
and ■ implore thee, fair Aura ! fave 
Clothaire, and fave thyfelf. Let us 
quit this darkfome chamber, and feek 
the modeft light ; we are not ftone thai 
we may tamper with temptation fo. 

You hate me. 

Alas, Aura ! too true it is thou Hveff 
in my heart ; but Manfred is in my 
foul. 

Heaven be wftneft^ wert thou other 
than his wife, I would love thee as a 
woman : being as thou art I adore thee 
as an angeh 

I ceafe to be his wife ! cried Aura, 
and unringed her wedfled finger. Thus 
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I divorce myfelf, for thine, thine I will 
be Clothaire. 

Never in this world. Aura. 

Thou art all to me ; beyond thee 
I know no world, the lovemad woman 
raved. Gods! did I confide in doc- 
trines of tranfmigration, would I not 
flay this affli£led being, hopeful to re- 
vive in horfe, or dog, or hawk, or any 
animal, fo I might be preferred to thy 
ufe ; to gaze, to touch, to think on 
thee, without a crime. After a necef- 
fary paufe for tears— Yet more you fa- 
vour thefe yqur animals than me fo ex- 
alted in God's creation : and from 
whom elfe this paflion ? I neither 
fought, defired, or created it. You fay 
you fent them not, yet came fafcina- 
tioa irom your eye, . infeftion in your 
breath. What defpotifes in my heart, 
^and devaftates my fran>e, you cannot 
think I contrived ? This pulfe does not 
boil by my will ; this fkin parch, or 
this flefh wafle. HSleep, fopd and occu- 
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pation, are loft to jne. I move a ghoft 
of life^ and fo thou feareft to claip a 
ikeleton in thine atms. Ah me^ thou 
haft too much reafon, for death is fuitor 
to me with more fuccefs than I to thee. 

Clothaire noted her fragile form worn 
by deiire^ » to a fpiritual flefhleffnefs ; 
and her pellucid veins, through which 
the impetuous pailion gufhed : he men« 
tally acknowledged her words were 
true, but fil6nt ftood, while fobs, and 
fighs, and groans, enfued them. At 
iength, (he renewed with, a folemn 
voice. Go I go, man, inhuman in thy ' 
virtue ! Go and boaft thou canft per- 
petrate virtuous murder; for by to- 
morrow's dawn fhall Aura's foul vifit 
thfeewith gratitude for thy cruelty to 
this poor body ; profper it as it fo 
intends ! 

Ah ! unhappy Manfred ! 

Name him not. Think of him but 
to this purpofe ; whether it were better 
he fhould bewail my untimely death, or 
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eftjoy my happy exiftence unknowing 
of lis terms. 

•Why does not a virtuous will infure 
a virtuous infallibility ? then c©uld not 
Clethaire have fallen to this vicious 
pra6Hce ; then could he not fo notably 
Ikave atchieved the guilty trinmph of 
friendfliip. Friendfhip made Manfrctf 
a Fratricide, Clothaire an Adulterer. 

Of all the viciffitudes m the huraair 
itiirrdy that produced by the gratifica- 
tion of crimirral love is the moft fuddeit. 
and complete. The rifing fun beheld Clo-' 
tbaire leap with remorfe and abhorrence 
from the couch of the polluted Aura^ 
and ru(h down to bury himfelf in the 
privacies of the garden. In vain fhe 
followed ; he outftript her with a fpeerf 
that almoft prefervcd his feet unwetted _ 
by the dew. Prone on the pavement 
of a grotto he daflied himfelf ; a bed 
the harder to his limbs, as they juft 
were arifen from one of the fofteft 
down. His inflamed eyes and cheeks 



intdinperately fiulhed^ denoted the ex«« 
eeifes of the mght ; his> groans and con^ 
fortions a' fbuf-torturing repentausce. 
At length, coi^fidierate iftiat mnrettrained 
piet added folly to wickediiefs, he 
arofe, atid ftfove to recoiled bis routed 
thoughts. He felt, that were the cgnfci- 
ence local as- the crime, from Sicily he 
would flee to the utmoft limits of the 
-world. He gnafhed his teeth,, and 
Mafphemed heaven* for allowing mai» 
the power to ena£l a guilt, immediate 
itemorfe could not undo. Why, fai<J 
he, ie there the pofiibility of murdering 
life or chalHty ? when neither cam the 
veins be replenifhed with vital bloody 
or fluiced of the contamination they im- 
hibe. Whither fliould he flee, and 
to whom ? himfelf, his finful felf> 
itilL would accompany hink Accuf* 
tbmed on every occafion to confult with? 
Manfred, that habit aflerted itfclf in 
his J)re(ent calamity. Manfred ! Man- 
fttdl burfl; from hi$ agonized heait> 
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a name, at once, his dread and love ;^ a 
man, whofe counfel be fa much needed^ 
as for a moment to forget the caufe was 
his difhonor. Thus his mind argued. I 
have, committed a heinous crime in the 
eyes of the v^rorld ; Manfred, only, of all 
the worlds can appreciate my motives* 
What if to him I rufh> and humbling 
my inferior nature before his feet, ex- 
claim,^ Friend ! to thee I am come to 
make confeflion of that unknown to all 
fave God ; of that which God will not 
forgive unlefs thou doft ! Thy wife hath 
liftened to thy praifes of me, I to thine 
of her, till forgetful of thee who made 
them> we thought but of each other. 
Think the worft, ftill will the worft fall 
fliort of truth. So I will fpeak without 
felf defence, fince that would deeper 
criminate the woman who has feduced 
me. Then fliould the Roman heroifm 
fupercede Sicilian prejudices, and he 
exclaim ; thy crime ceafing to be a 
crime when I approve it, rife to my 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 161 

heart, O Clothaire! as Cato fliared 
his wife, fo will I mine, that (he may 
become our additional bond of union 1 
Blifsftil words !, to which I would reply. 
Brother in thy love, well as friendfliip, 
I wed myfelf to Aura, and to thee.. 
Saints ! if ever you fhall foreknow my 
heart inclined to acknowledge other 
friend or other wifc,ftrike me in that in- 
ftant dead, that fo I may efcape the 
atrocious fa£t. Ah I but fliould the 
doating hufband give birth to the jea- 
lous avenger, and he unrip my bofom 
with his poinard ? why then my heart 
will bound to clog the point, and my 
eyes rejoice over the ihedding of my 
blood, as expiatory of its intemperance. 
Yet that is a fearful point, for wilfully 
to rufli on death is inexcufable felf- 
murder. Shall I conceal my crime ? 
but will not fuch concealment hazard 
its repetition ? men are prompt to plea^ 
fant fins, and from a firft error fophif- 
ticate an excufe for a fecond, that fe- 
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cond conduces to a third, a third to a 
fourth, till habit conquer principle^ 
and the original blot fpread a general, 
blacknefs over the foul. B^fide, ought 
I to endanger its difcovery by menials,, 
when my fears withhold it from him? 
To fubjeft him to feoffs, and know 
myfelf the caufe while he unfufpici- 
oufty laments ^them to me ? O God I 
decide me now ! that I may not in- 
clude treachery in my wickednefs. 

Jutt then the blithefome bugle an- 
nounced Manfred's approach, who fey 
early was returned to furprize liis wife 
in her chamber. O (Jod ! decide me 
now ! repeated the unhappy Clothaire. 
After a moment of terrible indecifion 
whether he Ihould not (hiver his head 
againil the rifts of the grotto, thus he 
avcrwed the alternative. Manfred ! 
I come, I come. Manfred ! thou didft 
facrifice thy brother for my fafce ; then 
make not vain that deed, but fpare me 
BOW, Paflion, not reafon gave the 
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impulfe ; but his feet obeyed, and fped 
(o fleetly, ere Manfred was advanced 
beyond the firft court, he met him. 
Manfred ftarted, while Clothaire, elo- 
quent in fobs and groans, but mute in 
tongue, hid his face and knelt. ■ 

Several parts in this (lory pierced to 
Claudio's heart : at the latter part, par- 
ticularly, he was moved to tears. Hen- 
ri's abrupt breaking off cauiing him 
to withdraw the handkerchief from 
his eyes, with amazement he beheld 
that guilty young man poftured as he 
jufl: had defcribed j kneeling and weep- 
ing. With ineffable horror he heard 
him elucidate the foregoing tale : crying 
outj " Like to Aura Camilla aifailed 
*' me ; like to Clothaire Irefiftedj like 
" him I fell, repented, and refolved. 
" Oh ! be thou a Manfred to me ! I 
fpeak to thee in words no longer 
feigned: thy wife hath liftened to 
thy praifcs of me> I to thine of her,. 
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" till forgetting the6 who made them, 
" we thought but of each other. 

'^ Villain ! " faid Claudio ; " wouldft 
" thou perfuade me Camilla is dif- 
« honeft?'* ' 

" Alas ! the hermitage !'* 

« Ha ! whofe (hriek ?'•• 

« CamllWs \r 

" God ! God I wbofe kifs V 

" Camilla's to me." 

** Oh 1 oh I oh I" groans that fee;n- 
ed to root up life : fuch as a difhonored 
hufband alone may vent. Claudio 
died in reafon, but continued to exift 
in fenfe. He faw and felt \ for, though 
his eyes were as if they fried in their 
fockets, unalterably they glared on 
Henri 5 and his band caught the hilt 
of his fword. His faculties being for-- 
faken to their inftinfitive workings, 
that fword fprung from the fcabbard. 
Henri drew his own fword, and fling- 
ing it at Claudio's feet, declared 
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himfelf unarmed. The Cavalier was 
not fo formally to be awakened from 
his wrathful trance: contrarily, he 
dcfperately raifed his arm. Said Henri, 
I will fpare my friend the vice of 
murder. He fpake with an afpeft dif- 
torted like a tragedian's ; and with feet 
quick as his words, darted to the height 
of fome artificial rocks that overhung 
the canal. Thence he precipitated 
himfelf, for his mournful garments ex- 
panded as he defcended through the 
vacant duflc ; and the water audibly 
received him, never to re-appear. 
Claudio fwooned in the arbor where 
had paffed the foregoing incidents. 

Soon as he recovered, he rufhed 
forth, and rapidly hied him to his 
chamber, wherein he inclofed himfelf. 
The chimes of the tenth hour refolved 
him to repair to Camilla } and the 
bell could not ceafe to toll, before he 
iffued from his chamber. He was 
awe-ftruck and flopped; for the ap- 
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parition of Henri obviated bis pro* 
grefs. But he felt not more than a 
momentary terror of fpeftral vifitationi 
as the figure grafped bim witb a 
fubftantial band. Claudio, in bis joy- 
to find bim alive, forgot all elfe ; and 
fubmitted to be re-condu£led to bis 
cbamber.- Henri removed the weapons 
that offered, and by entreaties and ar- 
gument pacified Claudio to the taking 
of a feat. He then threw bimfelf 
on bis knees, and expreffed bimfelf 
as follows: 

The defence 1 will firft make is of 
the deceit of fuicide. That appear- 
ance was nothing more ferious than 
the defcent of habiliments fimilarly 
fable to thole I wear, which were 
funk by weights for that purpofe pre- 
difpofed ; for this confeffion is not the 
effufion of a finful heart, but the pre- 
concertioh of a contrite one. Well 
I knew your friendfliip never could 
be extihfts for that reafon I feigned 
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death ; and the confequence is this 
liberty of fpeech. Let me not fpeak 
in vain. . O Claudio ! you refcued me 
from a corrapt fociety, and placed me 
in a fedufbive one. You encouraged 
me to love Camilla as a lifter: you 
defired her to love me as a brother. 
Alas ! you confidered not that wc never 
had had either fhe a brother, or T a 
lifter; wherefore our hearts were not 
refined by aflfeftions of that purity. 
Thus unverfed in kindred attachment, 
how could we difcover our love was 
unholy, till it matured to unchafti- 
ty? Our apprehenfion of that iffue 
you yourfelf afluaged. You rebuked 
all fymptoms of that prudent cold- 
nefs we endeavoured to realize: you 
forced us on opportunities unfought 
but dreaded by us: you courted us 
for each other. Camilla's African 
adventures had contaminated her mind, 
whence the contagion fpread to mine. 
Ah, Claudio! you know how irrefif-* 
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tible (he is when (he^ffails the heart : 
in feeling for yourfelf, pray feel for 
me. But think tiot I weakly fell. 
Clothaire's charafter is mine : his 
fpeeches, thoughts, refiftance ! all mine. 
Aura, with her prayers, befeechings, 
allurements, and fophiftries, is Camilla, 
depifited truly in my foul 

The Cavalier's groans were here fo 
violent and, unintermitted, as for fome 
time to filence Henri ; who afterwards 
renewed with Clothaire's fentiment. 
Thus, do I fpeak without felf defence, 
as that would deeper criminate the 
woman that feduced me. But hear, 
Claudio ! when remorfe fucceeded your 
diflionor, and horror detained us from 
each other, then came you with con- 
ceits of your own, ^nd blended us again. 
The affair in the hermitage you fo 
miftook, that unlefe I preferred to turn 
and all unfold, I could not avoid the 
temptations you provided. Yet never 
were I fo perfidious as to abufe your* 
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credulity. Notwithftanding man's prone- 
nefs to pleafant finning, notwithftand« 
ing Camilla exemplified it in woman^ 
deep repentance of my firft crime gave 
me fortitude to withftand every induce- 
ment to a fecond: fo I a£led, while 
you were an unconfcious pander to your 
own difgrace. 

The Cavalier preferved a fpeechlefs 
attention, and Henri continued. Still 
dreading a relapfe, I haftened my de- 
parture from At Chateau^ for the 
firailties of my nature were a£live, and 
when I might have indulged with 
Camilla, I wantoned with the mates 
and brood of peafants. Since my re«. 
turn, you fee what is the cbndu£t of 
Camilla. She is confumed with a.paf<- 
j^on, which thou alone canft juftify: 
in which the moye I fympathife, the 
more I am obdurate. She loves thee 
much ^ loves thee in me ; the fame do I 
in her. When we trefpaffed, flie called 
me Claudio^ and hearing myfelf fi> 

VOL. IV. I 



170 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

denominated, I knew no trefpafs in 
what I did ; for thy dear name gave 
a fanftion to the deed 

Henri here expefted that Claudio 
would temporize, and adopt the words 
fo artfully imputed to Manfred : Thy 
(Crime ceafing to be a crime when I 
approve it, rife to my heart, O. Henri > 
as Cato fliared his wife^ fo will I mine, 
that flie may become our additonal 
bond of union. But extremely he- was 
difappoiiitedj for the Cavalier, SH^ith a 
wild gaze of horror, demanded,' Why 
bad all this been imparted to him ? 
' Henri anfwered, — ^Have you • not 
wondered at the fad peculiarities in 
Camilla ? her perfonal emaciation, her 
fudden diftafte of aH that^s gay, her 
habits of grief and foiitude ; and mor6 
than all, her rigid banifhment of you 
her'hu(band iProra her bed ? have you 
not all thefe confided and • lamented 
to me ? with the coriftant declaration, 
that your ignorance of the caufe added 
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ta your grieif? Was not this, your 
tleClaration, fufficiently a reafon that 
I fhould be candid in tha^ caufe, and 
avow my own implication? I told 
you, Claudio, to enable you to fave 
yourfelf, Camilla, and me. In friend- 
fliip to thee I criminated royfelf to 
refcue Camilla from the defpond- 
ency love brought on her: be thou 
magnanimous alike, and pardon that 
love : what further fhould be done, 
your own heart will prompt thee to 
without my perfuafion. But, be of 
this warned and affured. Camilla dies 
if thy accufation, or public cenfure 
vifit hen She hath fworn, and I credit 
her* 

At this period, Claudio ftrove to 
rife, but he was unable, fo intricately 
he had twifted his arms through the 
fide^ of the chair, on which he fat; 
-purpfcfely to* preferve him from the 
furies of paflion, that threatened to 
diffeat him, Whenever deeply touch- 
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cd by Henri's, words, hjs hands had 
griped the feat with a conyulfive yior 
lence, thaj muft have crufhed other 
materials i and. with a dying teQacioufr 
nefs they adhered to their Ijold-. 
,]Surnbed by the preffure, they were in- 
fqnfible to the fevere Jacer^^tions caufed 
by the rugged nails with which the 
chair was antiquely emboffed : they 
were difengaged with, difficulty, and 
when the cii'culation of the blood waf» 
reftored, no inconfiderable pain began. 
But Claudio was iuconfiderate to pain> 
becaufe of the pleafure df4wced from 
the conclufive word? of Henri^ which 
infpired him with unreafonable hopeji 
To rid himfelf of that young man, h^ 
fpoke with an aflfe£led compofure and 
fiiavity. 

It was not much fhprt of. niidnight 
when he again departed for Camilla's 
chamber. He entered it, with palpi- 
tations of the h^art audible to his fancy^ 
and ventured' to the fide of her bed. 
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on whkh (he laid in a dofe (imilar 
to fleep in all.fave refrefliment. By 
a watchlight, that burnt clofe at hand^ 
he faw that her features were pale, 
afnd herfeye-laflies wet : but when thofe 
eyes opened, how inflamed they were ! 
and how wild ! Soon as they fettled 
on Claudro, flie ftarted, and thrufting 
her hand beneath the pillow, withdrew 
it armed with a dagger. Claudio 1 
ihe cried, this is the bedfellow of my 
choice, and doft thou perfift to aflume 
over me as a wife, this ihall make 
cie a corpfe. A compatible a^ion 
It^ggered Claudio, who overcome by 
io indubitable a confirmation of all 
he bad heard, had only power to 
regain his rooni, where he dropped on 
the floor. 

The next day, unable to decide on 
iny circumftaritial plan, he was go- 
verned by his horror of the place, and 
relolved to <juit the Chateau. Accord- 
ingly, he repah-ed to the cabinet, 
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wherein was depofited the caiket of 
jewels. To his aftonifliment, it was 
empty of thofe ineftimable gems, with- 
out external evidence of force having 
been ufed, God ! cried he, can Ca- 
milla not only deprive me of herfelf, 
but of my fole fortune too ! Enodgh 
of love remained, to negative this fuf- 
picion,-which at length fell on the fer- 
vants. He haftened to Henri, and ac- 
quainting him with the lofs, defired 
it might be recovered, or indemnified. 
The Chevalier feemed very fubmiflive 
. to the imperious ftyle of the Cavalier^ 
and immediately fummoned all th? 
fervaijts before him. They unanimouf- 
ly 'denied the theft, nor could proofs 
of guilt be attached to any one in 
particular; but father Anfelm hinted 
a fufpicion of GeofFery. The ancient 
domeftic turned on him with a fevere 
retort, in which much was infinuat- 
ed, though little was e^preffed. It 
toucheS Anfelm and Henri equally^ 
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for both were confufed, and the in^ 
dignant old man was fuffered to retire 
unmolefted. Henri, impatient to get 
over the prefent elamination, aiTured 
the Cavalier that a ferutiny fliould be 
made throughout the Chateau. Clau-i 
dio was obliged to be content wftK 
this proniife, and betaking himfelf td 
the gardens, with a diibrdered reaibn 
he fometitnes ran and fometimes walk> 
ed, till the thickening of night. . i .. . 
' When he retired to his apartment* 
he felt th€ ill effe&s of an affli^led 
mind unrefreflied by fleep, :food, or 
comfortable employment. His head 
was light and irrational; hisftox^ac'. 
was quaimiih^ but food was toathfome ; 
and he fell on the couch more through 
giddinei^ than fatigue. In that ftate 
vifidns the mod horrible overcame 
him. He dreamed, that, laying as he 
then was, ill and mournful, the ideas 
were fuggefted to him, that Camilla*^ 
death alone could expiate her adultery, 
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and thr*t the condition of his own re- 
novation to peace, was the perpetra- 
tion of that death. That he arofe with 
feelings of madnefs, and hurrying to 
ber bed, without pau£ng to gaze or 
fpeak, three times pierced her body. 
That he then died away in a torpid 
fenfibility which numbed his heart, yet 
could not perfectly pacify it. When 
Claudio awolsLe^ the iky was bright* 
ened by the morning furi> and objeds 
were difcoyerable which robbed him 
of his little remaining reafon. His 
corporeal faculties had obeyed the fore- 
going delirium J for he found bimlelf 
within Camilla's chamber, ftretdied. 
along her bed, whereof the covertures 
were thrice transfixed by his dagger, 
which, in the third wound, was left 
flicking up to its haft 3 ftains of blood 
being vifibJe around. After a petrifac- 
tion of horror, he wildly looked for 
the flaughtered corpfe. No evidences 
of it were difcernible, for the flieets 
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were cold ; nor were any of the clothes 
deranged, fave Where he had I&id. A 
hope that he were guiltlefs of th* 
Aiurdef, infpired him with prefence of 
mind to obferve that the ftains of blood 
were too faint to be iflued from a deep 
wound 5 and he then firft was fenfible 
to the fmarting of his lacerated hands, 
which, fretted by the dagger, had 
bled anew during the night. Satisfi- 
ed of his innocence, he dropped upon 
his knees, and offered grateful thanks 
to providence. Great God ! he cried> 
Thou haft marvelloufly taught me how 
finful is revenge, and by a (hadow 
awed me from the fa£t. Heavenly 
are thefe tender feelings, wherefore 
come forth Camilla, again my wife; 
for the vapor honor having flain thee 
in the ftyle of his own being, is now' 
appeafed; sLnd thou, a moment dead 
to my idea, art now new-bom to my 
heatt, which yearns for thee. Come 
ife^h, 0iy balQiful loVe! nor fear to^ 
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blulh, for bluflies of repentance are 
the Almighty's enfigns. No. return of 
anfwer; confequently Qaudio examined 
the apartments, anii found them void 
of their miftrefs. At laft he efpied 
a private door, from which you could 
defcend to the gardens : it was a-jar. 
Thence he proceeded, and identifi- 
ed feminine foot-marks on the,fteps; 
but below on the grafs, they were 
invifible, on account of the dew which 
had fallen fubfequent. to her paffing 
that way. . That (he had fled at the 
commencement of night would have 
bieert a rational f:Qnje6Jure ; but, Clau-i 
dio,.|n his prefent mood, afcribedto 
Henri the infnaring her; and, en-, 
groffed by the refentment attached to- 
that , apprehenfion,, he iiitruded . the. 
l^Iarquis's chamber. . 

Of what paffed, th^ event only is de-: 
fcribeable. Mutually exafperated, they 
forgot themfelves as friends, and in the* 
end ^s gentlemen. Provpkfd by fomei 
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^eech, Claudio violently retali^t^d "bf 
a blow. The Marquis, with a gnn (|f 
fiend ly exultatioDj ordered him under 
arreft for violating the perfon of hife 
commanding officer. It was too' trixe 
that the unfortunate Claudio wa$ ftiM 
amenable to military laws, Henri nevet 
having more than tacitly admitted hi€ 
abdication of the commiflion. He was 
trahfported to his former imprifonmenV> 
and there abandoned to the bitterefl 
reflections. 

An hour or two afterwards, entered 
a miffion from the Marquis, who prof* 
fered to Claudio a formal paper, on 
which, as the condition of his releafe, 
he was required to fign his folemn re* 
nunciation of all marital rights to Ca- 
milla. To pafs his own divorce was. 
what Claudio would not liften to ; ac-^ 
cordingly, the emiffaiy was repulfed. 
with difguft and contempts 

Claudio now was convinced that aK 
Henri's delicacy and friendfiiip in pre^ 

l6 
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&QtiDg bim with the commiffiod, was 
Iprofs aSed^tion^ aflumed fpr the pur- 
pofe of preventing any forecaft of his 
ich^ne^ of future tyranny, which no 
ptherwife could be legalized, than by 
engaging him, Claudio, in a military 
Subordination. It was plain that this 
]afi ftroke was referved for fomc fuch 
icxtremity as now called it forth : whe- 
ther it would terminate fatally, was 
undeterminable by the Cavalier, who 
with wonder beheld himfelf, a fecond 
time, e prifoner in the fame^lace on 
falfe pretences. His grief caufed him 
to ejcclaim. Better would it have been, 
that I had died an ignominious death 
in confequence of being Charged with 
thy murder, O Henri ! than that thus 
miferably I ihould have lived to be in 
the end brought to the like death by, 
thy treachery. 

The afternoon was fometime ad^ 
Tanced, when, from an unknown paf- 
fegc, Geoffery appeared. The vencra 
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hie old man difiblved in tears at A^ak 
x)f Claudio'y whofe knees he embtaced^ 
caHiog him all the time. Beloved Lordl 
and Sweet Lewis 1 The name Lewis 
a£ted as a watchword to Claudio's na- 
ture ; for ever he remembered how Ca- 
milla, when a diild, had been checked 
for fo denominating him. On the pre- 
fent occafion he beard it with fenfations 
that for a Y^hile choked his utterance. 
At length he aiked, *^ And what is 
** Lewis?" " Son to the deceafed 
** Marquis de Souvrioourt" replied 
Geoffeiy. " Ha J then am I brother 
« to Henri i"* cried Claudio. ^ Thotl 
♦* art," (aid Geoffery, " by the unm»> 
^^ riied mother, in whofe apartments 
*' thou hail refid^d." " Brother!'* 
reiteratedClaudi^fev^ral times: ^* Bro- 
*' therl God! Godi that thou^ Ca- 
<< milUi, fliouldft bear incestuous kiiih 
« dredl" 

He flood aguifb with horror, till 
unable to endwe the intelligence^ he 
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fcnTiied on GeofTery, and .declared Bis 
diibelief ; as how were he to know it? 
j ^ Alas!*' faid the old man/^* it was 

** the Marquis's canfiddntial reveal* 
*f merit on his death- bed, I fled to 
you, arid recommended your depar- 
ture. You cannot have. forgot your 
" anfwer. Ah! Sirl the more per- 
** verfe, as you^ yourfelf,! had apprifed 
the Marquis wlio you were,, though 
you might knpw ifc nofc. So he ia- 
" form^ mc, , but further ' would not 
•* difcjofe i Julian, Arnaud,. being the 
"Jaft.i words: that dmpped .from his 
^' li{)s." Gjaudio now faw that the 
fecret of his brotherhood to. Julian was 
unfcnown . to Geoffery,, nor could . he 
himfetf comprehend how be- could, be 
ibteraazbJbQth ,to Ji^Uan. :and Heiirt. 
.H$ affeQed. an utjt^r; diferedit to .the 
totter imputatiQi)> for he , argued', 
•* Would a parent have had tfee hjeart 
" to 4ie as d}ji/ th§. Marqjji«, withpv^t. 
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** benediftion or bequeft to a net7* 
" found fon ?" ' 

Replied Geoffery, " The difcovery 
^* was his death ; for, faid he to me,' 
" (forgive me if I ufe his words,) I 
" bav© found him a pahder t<> his wife's 
•^ inceft with his brother.'* 

" Aiid fhalt thou furvive thefe 
^ words ?" cried the injured Claudio. • 
'* I fliould deferve death did I fee- 
lieve theih," faid Geoffery: " but 
yoiir paflion is miftaken. The Mar- 
quis could not ace ufe you of know- 
ing Henri to be yout brother j nei- 
** ther wOuld'I of .khowiitg him to be 
an adulterer. I hc^e fought againib 
that prejudice wherever I wepty 
for your condemnation is popular 
throughout the .country. It was the 
*/ caufe of all the niiibehaviour in the* 
" Nobleffe and Officers; for the per- 
" fidious Henri with a wanton levity • 
'^ fpoke of Cainilla, .ev€;r-as your, ab- 
*^ fence g.^yQ J) W ^a opportunity." To 
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CSlaudio this was a (hock too fevere to 
be philofophicjiHy enduried : his nature 
melted, and he doubly crted, " How 
*^ often am I to be embittered by thefe 
^ infuiting confeflions." 

«• My Lord," faid Geoffery with 
fympathetic tears, *' my confefCon had 
^ never come to grieve you, had Hot 
•* direr griefs hung in profpeft. I 
** have ftept betwixt you and the Mar- 
" qui^; for fupppfe you did encounter 
^ and perpetrate unconfcious patricide : 
what is the infringement of my oath 
compared to your (laying a brother? 
the violation of my word to your 
^ violation of the Almighty's? So I 
" decided, when I confidered the va- 
•* rioiis injuries, done you j the feduc- 
^ tidft 6f your wife, and the pillage of 
*• your tfeafure ; of which circumftanceS 
^ convince me the Monk Anfelm waS 
*' the thief, and Henri the inftigator. 
Likely at the adulterefs'^ defire, that 
(he might be eturkhed for eldpement. 
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" and you impov^rifhed from purfuit: 
" for gone (he certainly is, and this 
" hour HenTi did fet forth to meet or 
*' chafe her." Claudio looked iviftfuHy 
around and groaned. Geoffery coni«- 
forted hita by faying, " 1 he policy of 
** configning you to an ignorant im- 
" nuiretnent I have countera6ted ; and 
" iK)w, my fweet Lord, follow me whi- 
'^ tber are actotttrements for your dif- 
'* guiie, and a (teed £>r your depar- 
'' ture." 

Claudio attended his venerable deli- 
verer by private ways to an alcove, 
where was predifpofed a fuit of the 
Marquis's livery. Oeoifery overcame 
Claudio's relu3ance to afiume it^ by 
perfuading him how preferably it was 
adapted to his purpofe of tracing 
Henries proceedings, and traverfing 
fuch as pointed to Camilla. While the 
Cavalier dreffed himfelf, GeoflFery fer- 
vently conjured him to reftrain his 
wrath againft Henri^ whom no lefs be 
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were bound to fpare, than ta withhold 
from a renewal of his inceftuous inter* 
courfe wkh Camilla. My life, faid he, 
will pay for your releafe, do evil con- 
fequences befall the Marquis. Claudi© 
willingly covenanted with Geoffery to 
fpare a man, whom, notwithftanding 
what had paffedr he had no will to in- 
jure. The fokmnity of his word fatis- 
fied the old man ; who, with . many 
entreaties of its acceptation, proffered 
to the Cavalier a bag of money. There 
were fix hundred crowns,, the entire 
produft of a fervice of forty years; 
Though almoft pennylefs from his wife's 
rapacity, Claudio could not brook the 
gift, and he rcfufed it with tears at 
once bitter and thankful Geoffery 
then Iqd him to his horfe, and inftrufted 
hini in the way Henri was reported to 
be gone. When Claudio was about to 
mount, the venerable domeftic, with 
mingled aff^ftion and reverence, of- 
fered to embrace him. For a moment 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 



187 



«< 



•4 



« 



they wejre faft in one another*s arms; 
but svhen they parted, GeofFery ex* 
claimed, ** My dear Lord ! fate may 
•* be adverfe to our ever meeting 
V again ; then r;qmember, that Lewis 
" de Souvricout is thy name. Unac- 
countably thou wert loft when five 
years old ; when and how founds 
bitterly well thou knoweft." Ihey 
bade farewell^ and Claudio foon dis- 
appeared to Geoflfery, whofe weak 
fight was further dimmed by tears. 

As the Chateau was far from being 
central in the Marquifate^ and the 
Cavalier was direded towards the 
neareft boimdary, he foon paffed iu 
Not lefs was he afhamed of difcovery 
than fearful of it ; for GeofFery's word, 
that .bi$ condemnation was popular 
throughout the country as a mercenary 
pander to his hoft's fedu£lion of his 
wife, tortured him with fo much hor- 
ror, that he would Hop and caft hi^ 
hands and voice to Heaven, for a mira? 
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cle to reprieve his character. Then 
would he call on the names of the 
Marquis^ Henri, alid Camilla, each his 
worft enemy, though each his neareft 
tie, till refleftion of all that ^as at- 
tached to them deprived him of his 
faculties, fave what fufBced to fpee'd 
his horfe, whom he would fpur and lafli 
as if he could efcape thofie thoughts, 
and leave them fat behinid. 

During the whole day fee vainly eh*- 
deavoured to overtake the young M ar» 
quis, of whofe direftion the peafantry 
varied in their accounts. He loft n6 
time In ah'ghting ftn* r^freflimeht ; Ivhat 
food he took, feeing ate on horfeback j 
yet night already clouded the eaft, alid 
he dreaded that it Would review the 
guilt of Henri and Camilla, for of his 
prevention there feemed but barely a 
poffibility. 

It \vas late, when his piflfege lhr6ugh 
a mountainous and infertile country, 
concluded at the purlieus of a dark 
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ft>reft. He paufed, for its repulfive 
appearance brought to his mempry the 
eventful Foreft of Pines. H^ now 
with anguifli refle6ted on how dreadful 
a train of calamities had been induced 
by his obliging the then innocent Henri 
to proqeed againA. his own will and hi$ 
f;ather*s prohibition. It firuck him to 
be the anniverfary of that adventure; 
the very hour too; and the (ky wa$ 
fimilajrly inclement with drizling clbudsi 
through which the moon as capriciouily 
Ihone: all warranted the fuperftitious 
idea». that that night was annually dedir 
cated to wicked: prefidendes. Not- 
withftanding this daunting imprefiion, 
he rode on, and foon was immerfed in 
darknefs and. perplexity ; but far he 
wa$ not gone^ ere the voice of an unr 
feeja perfqn requef^ed' him to. ftop> and 
take up a bewildered traveller Clau- 
dio. juftly. fufpe£ted the honefty of the 
petitioner^ as it feemed unlikely any 
pedeltfian. would be ralh enough tg 
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fentet a place fo intricate at an liou? 
fo'late. He excited his horfe with the 
fpur, but the animal a£ted as though 
Ipell-bound to the fpot, for he cufveted 
tibout without quitting it^ until the 
ttranger arrived ; who, fcorning addi* 
tional preface, leaped up behind. 
• No fooner was he mounted than the 
ftecd fwiftly proceeded, while Claudio 
ruminated on his intrufive companion, 
of whom he was fonlewhat reverential*^ 
for he noticed the arms, that enf^m- 
paffed his waift,. to be of a fize that 
denoted him of gigantic frame. More 
particularly he regarded how much 
Jow^rthan his own the ftrariger's leg6 
dfefeeiided the haunches of the horfej 
&tid*hbv?» much higher, than his own 
the ftratiger's head afcetided; for it 
fuflfei?e.d' from thofe boughs, under 
-which his- paffed untouched. He at* 
tempted doriverfe, 'but the other, wa^ 
filent to all bis quefti<i>nS ; and Claiidio'^ 
anger was loft in aftoniihmenti No 
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longer he poffeffed breath to lavifli in 
fruitlefs fpeech, for the horfe, coming 
to a fpot, where was ere^ed a wooden 
crofs in commemoration of fome local 
difafter, darted from it in a terrific 
fleetnefs, comparable to nothing but 
the flight of a javelin. Uncontrollable 
by the rein, he departed from the pub- 
He tracks, and fled according to unna- 
tural impulfes ; for his diftorted mouth 
and eyes and ears, his frothy bit and* 
fumid noftrils, and more than thefe, 
his attitude of outftretched limbs, which' 
better reprefented an aerial being that 
ftraightens itfelf to dart thr6ugh the 
air, than an animal that fprings along' 
the earth, evidenced that he neither' 
was impelled by common vagkries, oi" 
common terrors. The autumnal leaves^ 
that thickly coated the ground, were 
unruffled by his hoofs; the fpungv 
fwamps unbruifed J and 'he inftinftively 
took the pervious parts, when the eye 
beheld nothing but thiclc-fprung trees^ 
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in appearance irapenerrably netted to* 
gether. It feemed that the hippogrilF 
imagined by the fervent Ariofto, 
was realized, in order to refcue him 
from the thereafter imputations of im- 
poilible fantafies. But Claudio's feel- 
ings and ideas were terribJc ; for ever 
when he wiflied to turn, and infpe£t 
the nature of his cpmpanion, he found 
himfelf, defpite of all his wifhes, im- 
moveablf fettered by the nervous hold 
the unknown preferved ; and he begun 
to dread that he was fituated within the 
grafp of a fiend» whofe malicious 
amufement it might, he, to ^iftrad, or 
deftroy, unrefifting mortals. The breath, 
that, fteamed from his throat to the Ca« 
Talier*s neck, felt of a fcorching fever- 
ifhnefs, fuch as might be deemed to 
exhale from fiery lungs^ which devils 
are faid inherently to endure, notwithr 
Handing their variable, exterior. Clau* 
dio efpecially noted, that however 
brightly the moon fell around, wherever 
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they turned darknefs accompanied 
them ; the light fainted away as they 
approached, and unaccountable (hades 
fell around, for they were undamped 
with delineations of themfelves. 

This frightful journey concluded in 
a difnial dell centred within the foreft, 
where gaped a cavern, horrible in many 
of thofe figns, which were anciently 
conceited to ftigmatize a mouth of 
hell : the atmofphere was dark and 
airlefs, and a pernicious growth of 
fruitlefs and unwholefome plants, wit- 
nefled its baleful influence. The horfe 
flopped fuddenly, as though his func- 
tions were condenfed to motionlefs 
marble, and Claudio alighted in irre- 
fillible fympathy with his companion. 
The latter drew him onwards, and 
often as he ftumbled over the rugged 
threfliold, upheld him with a ftrong 
hand. The Cavalier's apprehenfions 
filenced his- tongue, and he obeyed, 
without reply, when the ftranger gave 
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to him a tube, wherein was incafed a 
chymical flame ; charging him to pro- 
ceed at venture, four or five yards, ere 
he opened it ; then to enter an interior 
cavern that lay before him ; therein 
denote whatever Ye beheJd remark- 
able ; and come back with a faithful 
and minute account thereof: withal, 
he cautioned him to extinguifli the 
light when he returned, as fight of 
him v^ould be refiftlefs death. Claudio 
accurately did as he was defired, for 
horrible as were his impreflions from 
what he faw, they could not obliterate 
the laft injunftion. He configned 
himfelf to the darknefs enjoined by 
the myfterious ftranger, without diftin- 
guifliing more of him than the outlines 
of a gigantic ftature fcarcely human. 

When aflced the obfervations of his 
errand, he gaVe an account of his pe- 
netrating a cavern of altitude invifible 
through the vapours, that thickened 
towards the fummtt, like fteam from, a 
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boiling cauldron : its fides were clothed 
with mofly green, down which the 
jnoifture trickled by a thoufand chan- 
nels ; and in the centre of the floor, 
begirt with hieroglyphical impreflions 
in the living ftone^ was prone a manly 
corpfe, or the femblance to a corpfe ; 
for although no circulation was in its 
veins, it bore no wound, nor bruife, 
nor other fign of forceful end, but ra- 
ther denoted one, whofe fleep by froft 
being changed to death, his body fub- 
fifts a monument of itfelf. Thus he 
conjefilured at firft, but a narrower in- 
fpeftion difcovered worfe than he dared 
wonder at. The garments were fo 
rotten with age and negleft, that they 
mouldered from the touch, yet was 
the body wholefome and undecayed. 
He was convinced there was more 
than nature in it, for his entry had dif- 
turhed a noxious brood of bats, and 
owJs, and rooks, and craws, who made 
4heir habitations in the gaps around the 
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body, yet left it uneaten^ though often 
hungered with carnivorous appetite. 

Claudio with difficulty articulated 
the following words: *' But, when I 
" looked on the face and form, in the 
^' former I defcried youth and_ man- 
" hood at variance which fliouidbe; 
^* in the latter that defom^Jty in which 
" one can fee the wreck of a noble 
originality, . Whoever thou art that 
dcfircft to know, the body that Ires 
" within, had once a vital refem- 
blance : nay, it may be that one 
itfelf. Five years hath Arnaud been 
loft to t];e w^orld ; as many years do 
" 1 think that fpeftade hath been, or 
" how fo decayed its garb ?*' 

** And #what of Arnaud doft thou 
" know ?" faid the voice. 

^^ Nought of his fortunes^ but what 
" an old man told me ; of his appear- 
" ance nought, but what a portrait 
" once 1 found." — A groan and figh 
had twin birth from the ftranger, of 
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Tvhofe departure Claudio in a couple of 
minutes was thoroughly convinced : 
wherefore, he benefitted of the myftc- 
rious light, without fear of violating 
the perilous prohibition. Its fulphu- 
reous gleams were compatible with 
the ideas attached to what was paft, 
and they difcovered the mouth of the 
cave, wherethrough Claudio gladly 
ran, intentional to regain the foreft. 
He was difappointed, for a few paces 
without, he was impeded by the mar- 
vellous unknown, on whofe vifage the 
light flaflied, and revealed — ^Julian. 
Claudio fhuddered to recogn ze its 
daunting expreflions ; but a fteadier 
furvey difcovering in it deep furrows 
fertile of woe, his arms extended to- 
wards him as a fellow in misfortune, 
more than as a brother in birth 3 ftill 
his heart refufed to fanftify the em- 
brace, for when preffed againft Julian, 
all it's vital powers were numbed. 
They re-entered the cave, and heap- 
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ing a quantity of combuftible wood, 
made a comfortable fire. Meanwhile, 
Claudio remarked how different was 
Julian, when undifputed Lord di Fiaf- 
cano, to the folitary exile he now re- 
prefented. In place of (lately veft- 
ments, he now was clad in barbarous 
attire ; the high-crefled helmet was 
fucceeded by an unpoliflied cafque, 
ihorn of its plumage ; the cuirafs of 
ample adjuftment by a ponderous and 
Ihapelefs breaft-plate. Still could not 
be difguifed his graceful and dignified 
figure ; lefs he appeared the ruftic than 
Claudio the menial ; and the latter felt 
that that unaccountkble tremor, which 
affe&ed whomfoever addrefTed Julian, 
was neither gone off, or diminiihed. 

Julian looked on Claudio, and then 
in a voice, like a grand inftrument un- 
harmonized by dampnefs and negleft, 
demanded. Wherefore he wept ? ** Ah," 
fighed Claudio, *^ tell me, how can I 
" be brother to thee, and to Henri 
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" too?" « Thou know'ft it!" ex- 

claimed Julian : " Thou know'ft it \ 
then curfe thy birth, and kindred, O 
Lewis ! mine own brother! nor fparc 
me thy malediftion, except in grati- 

" tude for that I have revenged thee 
on thine enemies, as much beyond 
thine ability, as is my nature far* 
paffing thine. What have I left undone 
to anguiflx thy deteftable father? 
what to criminate thy perfidious 

*' brother ? Abhorred be the name de 

m 

" Souvricour! and damned be thofe 
" who bear it ! for years hati) been my 
cry : and God hath heard my curfe, 
though hell-deep was it born.. When 
the country whifpered Henries adul- 
tery with thy wife, how did I glory 
o'er the double inceft: with my wife 
" and thine ? Oh, Lewis ! is there 
*' mercy in Heaven for this, there is 
** no hell for any fin : not even for 
" parricide. Nay, fiavt not with difbe- 
" lief! I tell you his father's death 
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was haftened by Henri : though thou 
might'ft be deceived, full well I 
•* know that he and a vagrant fanatic 
" wrought the murderous deed, and 
then difguifcd it by the decapitation 
really defired by the old man : nor 
" lefs a fool than wretch, to fear for his 
" corpfc, yet be rccklefs of his foul. 
** But he*$ gone, and Henri muft after; 
" for fure as hell's for me, it Ihall be 
" for him. Ha ! did not I once p^o- 
"phefy thy family's wretchednefs 
" fhould be thy fa^isfaaion ?" 

Claudio ftrove to difcredit what he 
heard, and (hrunk from fo vindiftive a 
being; he waved a farewell with his 
hand, and reminded Julian that, oa the 
fame occafion, he had likewife faid, 
That he efteemed his nature mild, 
therefore unfit to mingle with his own. 
JfiHan detained him, obferving. 
Wretched as he was, what worfe could 
he fear ? and that change of time ne- 
ceffitated change of fentiments. Clau- 
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dio fubmiffively fat down on the mt©- 
rior fide of the fire, while Julian diC- 
pofed himfelf oppofite^ leaning his 
head on his knees, and enveloping it 
with his cloak. A fliort time tranf- 
pired, at the end of which Claudio 
heavily groaned, and difplayed to the 
ftartled Julian, cheeks pallid with ter- 
ror, and eyes half unfocketed by in- 
tenfenefs of gaze. Julian afked why 
he looked on him fo. Claudio arv 
fwered. That befide him flood an appar 
rition his eyes were fo unacquainted 
with, that his tongue could not de- 
fcribe it., Thy fancy fools thee 1 fneered 
Julian. Claudio then remembered 
what Henri had once communicated 
to him concerning Gervafe being mad^ 
dened by a fimilar fpectacle ; and he 
muffled his eyes, which dreaded to 
view a man whofe guardian genius 
was of fo infernal a nature, StilJ he 
could not refrain ffom peeping to ob- 
ferve whether the flames were difcoj- 
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tdufed, jnow a fuperhuman being was 
forthcoming, according to the tradition, 
which had been confirmed by Micho. 
With increafed horror he faw that 
their rednefs was allayed by livid 
ftreaks, that tinged the crackling erup- 
tions, and infe£ted the place with ^ 
fulphury ftench. 

Claudio, unable to endure the place, 
wildly fprung on his feet, and demand- 
ed leave to go. Julian flernly denied 
it. Claudio alked. If he were brought 
thither for any diabolical pu^ofe ? Ju- 
lian ^nfwered, " Unlefs thou believed 
" me worfe than even I am, think not 
^ that I brought thee hither knowingly. 
" Thy God witnefs for me, that I was 
« deceived by thy difguife 1" His de- 
meanor was much agitated while he 
littered — ^Second Fratricide — Ah ! could 
I fave but thee — No ! heaven muft have 
its own — as will hell — the conne£tive 
thoughts lay hid in his mind, being too 
terrible forfpeech^ while thefe exclaina- 
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tions a&6ted Claudio, like the fiaflies of 
an approaching tempeft. "God ! <Jod !" 
faid he, " when will end this night V* 
Julian immediately drew him to the 
•entrance, faying, " When the moon is 
" fo far wettward, that the fliadow of 

yon tapering pine doth touch this 

fign indelible in the rock, then, and 
" not till then, will come that end» 
** which thou wilt think too foon."^ 

" It will foon be, yet not too foon,*'^ 
faid Claudio. Julian alked. If bethought 
there were time to roam the foreft in 
refcarch for another. Claudio coon 
fefled rt was tOQ late : Thou Jbafl pro>- 
jiounced it, faid Julian, 

Claudio mournfully withdrew his 
eyes from the ftarry firmament witb- 
jout, to the fparkling dogie^ me fub- 
.terranean cavern, which eonlifting of 
a ftratum of red granite, appeared tjg 
catch the conjflagratioo from belo^;f;^ 
They refumed their unfocial pofitions- 
The Cavalier with great anxiety coi^ 
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templated the new dial, and be- 
held the (hadow glide by indiftinft de- 
grees ; but his hopes were dafhed . by 
the myfterious words of Julian, who 
thrice charged hiixi, if he knew of un- 
repented fin, to make his peace with 
heaven* Thefe injunftions became the 
more folemn as the (hadow neared ; 
and, during the intervals, Claudio, of- 
ten as he dared to fteal a glance at 
Julian, beheld him ftruggling with 
unknown feelings, by which any other 
muft have been deftroyed. Though he 
never had had a greater neceflity or in- 
clination, he was unable to pray ac- 
cording to the ritual ; but what he did 
ejaculate, was genuine from his heart 5 
4t being, God deliver me \ 

Unexpeftedly was heard the found 
of a bugle. Both ftarted and arofe. 
Julian caught Claudio's hand, and with 
a joyful animation cried, Thou wilt live, 
O Lewis ! kneel, and thank thy God, 
U>r thou wilt live 1 Did xiot thefe tra- 
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vellers co^ie ere yon fliadow falls on 
the fatal point, thou (houldft die, and 
I would deal thy death : yea, this hand, 
or it would ceafe to be a hand ; for I 
am a man that live not by the blood 
which circulates within mine own 
veins, but by that which I do caufe to 
flow from others. 

At the conclufion of this fpeech, Ju- 
lian ran out ; and in anfwer to the bu- 
gle, which he underfiood to be blown 
by benighted travellers to afcertain 
whether there were habitators of the 
foreft, he ftiouted with a ftrength that 
cleared the mittyair, and detonized the 
mouldering rock* Claudio, at firft,^ was 
mute through confternation ; but Juli- 
anas voice eleftrified him to capacity ; 
and hearing the diftant feeblenefs of 
the horn, he trembled left the travel- 
lers would. pafs on, and joined his voice 
to recall them. Rut it appeared, that 
fo extraordinary an uproar rather in- 
timidated, than allured i for the remote 
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breadiings were blown than by the 
blaft ; and then a filence enfued, death- 
ly as though themfelves were the only 
perfons in exiftence. Two or three 
minutes they flood in vain hope of its 
refonance, during wTiich Claudio per- 
iifted to fend forth cries, tiJl defpaix 
changed them to yells. At length he 
<iefpondently drooped, for he beheld the 
burning eyes of Julian pafs from him 
to the {hadow, which was within a few 
minutes of its gole. Had any perfon 
entered, he would have adjudged them 
to be two excellent pieces of fculpture, 
fo immoveable was their attention, al- 
though, juft then, the moon was eclipfed 
4)y a cloud, abfolutely impervious to its 
beams How poignant were Claudio's 
feelings during this fufpenfe ! how tep- 
rible, when the cloud gliding away, the 
weftering moon fhadowed the pine pre- 
cifely on the mark ! This difcovery^ 
Julian's unflieathing his fword, and 
Ciaudio's fcream of defpair> were co- 
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tempdrary to an itiftant. As the Cava- 
lier found death to be inevitable by 
reBflance or deprecation, be merely re- 
quefted that he might -die in the open 
air, for within that cave, infefted as it 
was by diabolical fprites, be could not 
tdign hntifelf to death. Julian ten* 
derly aflented, and botik ftept into the 
fot^ft. 

*^ Give me a fword," feid Claudk), 
" that I may die like a foldier." " Ah ! 
*^ would that thou couldft cope with 
" me !" anfwered J-uUan; *• then 
*^ might there be the virtue of vaior in 
the deed. But 1 am peerlefs in all 
that glorifies, and all that curfes a 
man." Claud io received the fword, 
when Julian cried, " Farewell, dear 
" Lewis ! Farewell ! and think that 
I do not hold thy life cheaper than 
mine own ; but death to thee is only 
death, to me it is damnation." 
Claudio had.fpoken his laft words ; his 
lafi thoughte were filently painful y for 
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they upbraided him for fearing to lofe 
a life, already ftript of its joys, as, how- 
ever he were difpofed to pardon Ca- 
milla, the kindred of her undoer pre- 
vented it. The two brothers were now 
oppofed to each other, with tearful 
eyes and fworded hands. Julian had 
no heart to ftrike, wherefore Claudio 
eluded his tardy blade, and fled to the 
travellers who audibly approached ; Ju- 
lian, happy to fpare him, difappeared 
with the abruptnefs of fpirits that dif- 
folve into vapours. 

It feemed that Claudio was refpited, 
not reprieved from death, for thofc to 
whom he reforted, were the company 
of Henri ; the inftant they recognized 
him, they feized and dragged him to 
the cavern, in defpite of all his drug- 
gies and interdiflions. Wbatfoever 
were the tendency of Henri's purfuit of 
Camilla, it had been unfuccefsful 
throughout the day; yet. he perfifted 
in its unfeafonable profecution, until 
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night betoiled him in the mazy foreft. 
His wrath to find Claudio at large, was 
allayed by aftonifhment at the place in 
which he found him. Father Anfelm 
afcertained it to be one of thofe fubter- 
ranities, which exifted before France 
was France, or Gaul was Gaul ; for it 
was impoflible the hands of man could 
have excavated thofe extremities, which 
remained unknown becaufe the feet of 
men dared not to penetrate fo far. 
Though it might reafonably be dreaded 
to be the nofturnal refidence of bri- 
gands, Henri had fo numerous and 
well armed a fuite, that he did not he- 
fitate to choofe it for his (belter during 
the night. To his fervants he aban- 
doned the external part, where the fire 
was already kindled, and commanded 
them to make another in an inward di- 
vifion, which was fecured from the 
cold. 

Meanwhile Claudio fo earneftly fup- 
plicated an audience of Henri, that the 
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latter was much incited by curiofity, 
and fomewhat by fufpicion. When he 
affented, it was on condition that Monk 
Anfelm fhould be prefent ; to which 
CJaudio was obliged to fubmit, for his 
refolution not to leave Henri longer 
unwarned of his relationfhip to Ca- 
milla, overcame all fcruples. They all 
three withdrew to a deeper part of the 
cavern : Anfelm bearing a torch, Henri 
a piftol, which he aimed at Claudio's 
head^ protefting that the flighteft offer 
ofjealoufy (hould be the ifigaal for its 
difcharge. 

Claudio confidently fmiied on the le- 
velled muzzle, a^d proceeded to re- 
mind Henri of the Lady formerly re- 
ported to be his father's concubine, and 
of the difappearance of her fons -, of his 
own ftory as r^ela^ied in the fecret Cha«» 
teau, and his dubious parentage : with- 
holding the decifive words in referve,. 
till the young Marquis were prepared 
to yield them conviction . Henri's 
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countenance now became fo agitated, 
that Claudio feared his anticipation of 
the difcovery i wherefore he no longer 
delayed it, but exclaimed. Yes, Henri ! 
thy father faid it, thy father and mine, 
that I am Lewis thy long-loft brother. 
The murderous Henri drew the fatal 
trigger, but the ball erred from the bro* 
ther his pride would have flain. It 
orily grazed his .left temple, but fo 
(hockingly it woujoded his feelings, that 
he dropped, and lay like one deprived 
of life. Henri fliuddered at the ideal 
confummatton of his fins, and withdrew : 
Anfelm remained, but no longer as 
Anfelm. Of his diffimulation of demea- 
nor, tone, and humility, he unclouded 
him to the apprehenfion : the malicious 
features of Hiidebrand for the firft time 
emerged from the cowl ; the figure of 
Hiidebrand for the firft time ftalked 
from beneath his garments; accent, 
gefture> and all, identified the bigot; at 
whom Qaudio was fh much ama2ed» 
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notwithftanding his prior fufpicions 
were but confirmed, that he nearly be- 
trayed the artifice of his own death. 

Hildebrand clapped his hands with 
ferocious joy, and apoftrophized the 
fpirit of Claudio, little imagining the 
latter heard him in fenfe. When re- 
turned from Africa to his brother- 
monks, to his difmay he found all his 
claims of promotion counteracted by 
their foreknowledge of his apoftafy; and 
it was in vain that he protefted it to be 
a deceit juftifiable by catholic motives^ 
as it was adapted to circumvent Mut- 
fulmen whom he could not otherwife 
meddle with : as vainly he pleaded his 
fervices in enriching the monaftery with 
the bequeft of Don Philippo : the monks 
glad to be rid of one whofe fuperior 
abilities moft of them envied, ejefted 
him from their fociety, and to their fo- 
licitudc not tofliame the order, thev af- 
cribed his not being configned to the in- 
quifition. His ambition was then fu-- 
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perfeded by hatred againft Claudio, by 
whom he learned he had been convifted 
to the Monks. His condufl: was regu- 
lated by revenge, and to attain it, he 
had traced the Cavalier to France, and 
at opportunity introduced himfelf to 
the Chevalier. The afcendency 

gained over him, he had invariably 
ufed to villify the Cavalier; and, at 
length, to make him utterly miferable, 
he had infidoufly perfuaded Henri to 
conceal no longer his iritim?iCy with 
Camilla : the confeiEon was regulated 
by his art, and the fragment of The 
Guilt of Friendfliip written by his hand ; 
by him was projefted the fubfequent 
theft and arreft ; and his prefence Henri 
had confidered to fanSion the recent 
deed. . 

With horror Claudio liftened to the 
impetuous foliloquy, in which were 
elucidated all thefe fafts ; but chiefly 
he was terror- ftrack, when Hildebfand 
drew from about him a fliarp poinard. 
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with a favage intention to mangle the 
pretended corpfe. As for this fliocking 
pufpofe he impended over Claudio, the 
latter violently griped him by the throat. 
He fell ; and both flruggled on the 
ground to obtain the poniard. In one 
moment it pointed to th.e bread of Clau- 
dio, in another at the bread of Hilde- 
brand : in the latter's heart it was at 
lad flieathed. 

In compaffing his delivery, Claudio 
executed judice on the wretch, who 
was unpriedly in all but his vedments, 
which the furvivor determined to af- 
fume, the furer to efcape through the 
iervants, who were apprifed of his 
being difguifed in their livery. Just as 
he had arrayed himfelf, Henri called at 
the entrance in a tremulous voice, and 
defired his indant company. Claudio 
was obliged to follow to the piqpe 
wherein the fervants had lit a large 
fire ; by the fide pf which* he filcntly 
reclined in imitation of Henri, who. 
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addreffing him by the name of Hilde- 
brand, ridiculed his caution in conceal- 
ing his face, when the perfon, on 
whofe account he fo long had done fo, 
was no more. It was plain then that 
Henri knew and encouraged Hilde- 
brand's impofture: his reafons were 
incomprehenfible by Claudio, who felt, 
however, that there was yet fome le- 
cret, well worth the fcrutiny. But any 
thereafter inveftigations it would have 
been fimple to plan, when it was du- 
bious whether he could furvive the 
night. Yet he efcaped deteflion, for 
Henri fat fupperlefs and filent, with 
his eyes intent on the earth, as though 
he were contriving an interment for 
the corpfe, he fuppofed himfelf to have 
made. Claudio did the fame, until 
Henri commanded the fervants to dif- 
pofe of themfelves for the night ^ hav- 
ing firft unfeelingly deprived each of 
his furtout to foften -his own couch* 
The felfiih Marqois and the falfe Hilde- 



216 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

brand were now laid nearly fide by 
fide, and deathly fl:ill for fo long a 
time as Claudio thought requifite to 
lull the whole retinue an fleep. He 
would afterwards have arifen, - but 
Henri, whofe flumber was difordered by 
fighs and murmurs, jufl then darted as 
from the vifion of foraething horrible, . 
and hid his ghaftly face in the bofora 
of the pretended Monk. 

That bofom had been top fervent in 
its affeftions for him, yet to be entirely 
chilled i and there he gave a free vent 
to his groans, which were born of a fin- 
ful foul ; nor would he remove his head, 
but befought that there it might be 
pillowed till the end of that abominable 
night. Bound by his arms, Claudio 
faw no other mode of extricatioi;! than 
perforce, to which he had much repug- 
nance, as it was his inviolable refolution 
not to fpill a drop of Henri's blood. 
While thus meditating, he was much 
furprized by the fudden dulkinefs that^,. 
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fprcad over him ; and glancing from 
beneath his cowJ, he defcried Juh'an 
advanced between him and the fire. 
His attitude was appalling, as his 
figure was ftupendous; for his mafly 
blade was upreared above his head, 
fo as to convince Claudio that it^ 
fall muft {hear him and Henri in two. 
While yet it hovered over him, he 
revealed his features, and fupplicated 
Julian with his eyes. The latter, 
when he recognized him beneath the 
frefli difguife, fhook with horror, and 
lowered his fword ; but fpringing oa 
Henri, like an eagle on its prey, 
he uplifted that unhappy young man, 
and dragged him away, powerlefs to 
ftruggle or fliriek. 

Now eiaudio was at liberty to 
flee, but he could not refrain from 
dogging Julian, whom he w^atched 
to the myfterious cavern himfelf had 
been ordered to penetrate. His cu-'^ 
riofity into the occurrences within 
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might not be gratified at the entrance, 
without imminent hazard of deteftion ; 
wherefore, he looked about, and gladly 
benefitted by a perforation in the na- 
tural rock. The fcene that before 
fhocked him, was now fuperlatively 
appalling to the fight, although unlit 
by taper, torch, brand, or other na- 
tural means. A rapor of darkifli blue, 
that lightened without flame, lined 
the place, emitting fuch a dim but 
certKin light, as a fucceeding poet 
fublimely ftyles " darknefs vifible.'* 
Indiftinft (hadows flitted about, and 
itiarked it for an unbleflTed light diverfe 
from that which the Creator faw, and 
pronounced was good. 

Though Claudio had been mafici- 
cully inclined to exult at Henries ter- 
ror, he Ihould have caught the. in- 
fection at view of J'ylian. There does 
not exift that pen that can portray 
his appearance. What he faid Clau- 
dio was at firft too much indifpofed to 



I 



THE THREE RROTHEHS. 219 

underftand, until he direfted Henri's 
eyes to the deformed body, and afk'ed 
him if he knew it. ^* It is the fhape 
** of Arnaud,"faid the affrighted Henri. 
*^ Ha! thou haft not forgot him >'* 
cried Julian : " and be affured ' that 
** never will he forget thee." He 
then demanded of Henri, *' And what 
" doft thou know of me?" " N-oo- 
" thing," the youth anfwered. "What!'' 
exclaimed Julian, " did thy father die^ 
«^ without revealment of whom f really 
** am ?" Henri made (hift to ailfw'er, 
^' Yes." *^ That filence was his only 
*^ virtue," faid Julian; " fince it 
" heightens this moment." Julian' 
continued to fpeak with much violence 
of gefture, but to Claudio he was' 
unintelligible, for the blafts that fcream- 
ed through the upper apertures, guflied' 
paft the Cavalier's ears with an impe- 
tuofity that fwept away other founds 
iJian of themfelves. 

At length, the words were audi- 

L 2 
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ble that threatened Henri with death. 
The Chevalier would have knelt to 
beg. his life, but his limbs were ironed 
by . terror, " If thou woald'ft live," 
cried Julian, " dafh that crucifix from 
" thy breaft \ abjure and trample it/' 
Henri did not hefitate a fecond, bjut 
abjured and trampled the emblem'd' 
divinity. Immediately the light bright- 
ened on his figure as if greedy to 
devour it, while Julian thundered a 
laughter of joy, and exclaimed, " Thou 
•' haft flain thy foul, now is it for 
'• me to flay thy body." CJaudio had 
fnatched up a carabine when he came 
away, which he fmce had dilpofed 
^loug the hollow through which he 
looked. Horror guided his fingers 
to the trigger} chance aimed the 
muzzle towards Julian : it fired, but 
not before Henri's bofom was gafhed 
deep and long by the fabre of Julian, 
who, on receiving thd ball, bounde4 
9Xi amazing height^ and fpun as 
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though be hoped to (hake it from 
him. 

Claudio gazed no longer, but rufh- 
ing through the fervants, who were 
awakened full of alarm by the ex- 
ploiion^ darted frorn the cavern to 
where he had left his horfe. ITie 
animal was contentedly grazing on the 
herbage around, and Claudio fprung 
on his back 5 but before he could 
depart, thither came Julian purfued 
by the fervants. He called to Claudio, 
and mounted behind him with a 
nimblenefs extraordinary in a wound- 
ed man. They then outftript their 
enemies, who chafed them with bul- 
lets, which whizzed ampng the bran- 
ches and fhivered them to the great 
difcompofure of the fteed. 

Claudio expefted no better than to 
be the viftim of Julian's revengeful- 
nefs, as there were but little proba- 
bility that he were ignorant who had 
wounded him. With this mehincho- 

t 3 
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]y apprehenfion he rode od, but the 
fteed flew not as before, neither did 
fhade accompany them : they travell- 
ed in a natural ftyle until the morning 
ftar teftified the approach of day. 
Then did Julian, faint with lofs of 
bipod, relax his arms from Claudio's 
waift, . Aide downward from the horfe, 
and droop along the greenfwurd. 
Claudio (huddered to behold his veft-^ 
ment foaked with purple blood, and 
gazed on his countenance which ex* 
hibitedreal anguifli. 

" Lewis/' faid Julian, ^' I. cannot 
*.* proceed : the- motion . pui)3tp§ . rhy 
" Wood. from my. very vitals. Ah, 
"thou baft flain me, fori feel ^nd 
^^ fee my death : , this body (heds no 
" ftiadow." It was true, that tho 
horizontal rays of the rifing fun fhot 
paft his body, and fbadowed not it^ 
dimenfions on the earth, ** Do ^ not 
** tremble," faid he ; '^ thou art jufti- 
" fiabifeJn thi^ d<eedi for the cica^ 
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*« trice that is imprinted on thy left 
« fide, Arnaud ftriick ; and for Ar- 
« naud's crimes would that Julian 
" were not anfwerable. How I am 
« connected with that miferable youncr 
« man thou could'ft not live to hear. 
" Leave me, and without reraorfe 
«' for having ftruck a fratricidal blow. 
« Confanguinity to thee, or any thinj 
" natural, ebbs not from thefe vcin^. 
« Man begat me not, nor did womb 
'« conceive me. I am not of earth, 
«* nor (hall I return to earth: alas! 
" there is no grave between me and 
« hell. Lewis, thou art the laft of 
« all thy famUyi Henri and I beiog 
** wounded unto our deaths. Fare 
*« thee well in this world 1 and that 
^* good i have forfworn, ever attend 

« theel" 

Claudio (hrunk from his bdoevo- 
lence, and without valediftion fpurred 
•aw^ with all poflible expedition- 

I. 4 



224 THE THREE BROTHERS 



CHAPTER XL 



Yon enrth-fprung bnild'tng, lol with head enCkled -, 

it is the Temple of the human Heart, 

Our worOiipt pafTions ImagM in each (hrine i 

Ambiticm tiptoed, Salamaiidrine love 

See, fami/hM Avarice feeding on it felf ! 

Wrath in nakednefsy honour and its shade. 

Putrid in another*s sunshine.—Envy, 

Pride on giants (bits. Revenge that chews the cud.^ 

Each Aatue varied by a thousand lights : 

Tinie the altar. Life the facriiice, 

The Frit ft, man's self, thefe the impious rites, 

Spe^ral hopes, and fuicidal cares. 

Lunatic nfioo-wS, chaotic frenzies too, 

Sunoy dreamS) nightly woes. Tongue fears th« red* 

Sweet Cod, who exorcifed the fane of Ifrael, 

Faii'ft thou in tbis$ ? Boil then ye doomfday flames ! 



Twice the matin bell was rung in a 
monaftery lituated on the weftef n verge 
of Langucdoc, yet the Hofpit^lHer was 
wanting to the devotions. This in* 
fringement of his ufual punGualily was 
^xcttied by his returning with a wound- 
ed ftranger, whom he had difcovered 
in his charitable rounds. Bypermif- 
fion of the prior, he lodged the unfor- 
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funate man in the infirmary, and a6led 
towards him the good Samaritan. 
- Well, Brother Pafchal, how is your 
patient? was the unanimous inquiry, 
when all were affembled in the refec- 
tory. The Hofpitallicr repfied. That 
eafe and quietude might di» much, but 
that his wound was too fcrions fo pre*, 
cipitately to be judged of. How waa- 
he wounded ? and by whom ? were 
the enfuing queftions. Being unan* 
fwerable, the Monks teamed nothing 
to infiame their curiofity } and, in the 
eourfe of two or three days, Julian 
died IB their tboiights,^ as thoug*h he^ 
were dead m reality. It was not (s> 
with Father Pafchal, who tended bnw 
as furgeon^ nurfe, and prieft. To» the 
offices of the laA Julian Was alternately- 
contemptuous and attentive in a maan 
net that interefted the prieft beyond! 
what he ever had felt before. 

One day (aid Julian to him,. '' I anv 
net well^ yet long thou baft extra£l9d 

1,5 
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the ball." — "Could I extraa thy 
heart/' replied the Pricft in a quick 
tpne, " thou mightft recover.'* Ju- 
lian's ,btd (hook beneath him as he* 
Ipa^e, " Come, if thou canft dare, to 
night; then ihall my tongue out do^ 
thy expe£tations. Time thy vifitation 
at fecreteft midnight, and bripg with 
thee all due things as for an exorcifm.'^ 
The Prieft hefitated,'and then ftarn«ier- 
ed. his acquiefcence. 

The Dormitory was huftied in fleep^i 
ifirhen Father Pafcbal glided from his? 
cell to ttwt of Julian. The lattet fon 
lemidy ijojoined that lavatiohs in holy 
wat^r, fumigjatiQns of! frankincenfe^ 
^nd fl3ed£aft devotions on the part of his 
prieftly auditor, ihould precede his com- 
munication, " I have ffo fear of aughfc 
earthly, or unearthly," the Monk af- 
terwards priQftefted ; " for I have with- 
drawn from our reliquary, and depofited 
within my bofcxn^ a. fplinter from the 
identical croft on. whiclt the precious 
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Meffiah 'was martyred. While I re- 
tain it no power can hurt me ; and 
fhouldft thou faint with the fatigue of 
fpeech, I will touch thy lips with it, and 
ftraight thou wilt recover." — " Touch 
them not," interdifted Julian : " unlefe 
thou defireft to. fee them drop off. Mark 
me ! thy Saviour is not mine. Now 
doft thou dread to he^r my revealment^ 
without (hame begone." Religion was 
Pafcha^s fortitude, and croffing and re- 
crofllng his breaft,. he difpofed himfelf 
to liftOT* 

« 

[It conftantly has happened, through- 
out this long hiftory, that the Editor has. 
been obliged to moderate the language 
t)f Julian to common comprehenfion, 
which it wonderfully furpaffed: nay 
he has oftentimes found the fenfe wrapt 
«^ in expreffions of an enigmatical 
fublimity, irreducible to terms of ordir 
Jiary intelligibility; in which cafe he 
has studied to give its. interpretation in 

L 6 
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a narrative ftyle, rather than in dlai* 
loguc. When arrived at the ftory fiib^ 
fequently written, he preferred the firft 
phtn, as who could comfortably read in 
Julian's own words, what to hear turn-- 
cd the Prieft to living ftone ? Although 
Iris genuine language be but very feldom 
verbally retained, it is preftimed that 
his fentiments invariably are fo-; and 
en this point is felt the greateiraffuBancei 
as the originality and tcanfcendency ef 
tho& fentiments must denote them to 
' be the genuine produft of fuch. a miiad 
as Julianas, and not the conjeftures oc 
the inventions of his hiftorian.,} 

Julian began : ^ Pxieft, often I have^ 
thought could the human heart morally 
be differed,- of aH: fpecies* of anatomy 
that would be the moft beneficial to the 
felbw creation. Thoo^ art efe^ed t^ 
this woodrcms knowledge :. hearkea 
then, and: profit ; and v^Ben thouchiHeft 
with abhorrence at the itnnings doxut 
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by hrm of whom I tell, (hWcr too that 
as a fimilar man thou mighteft have 
finned the fame, if aflfailed by those 
temptations that bring therr own op- 
portunitres. Blcfs thy cloifter, Prieft; 
for that thou art what thou art ; and cry 
with me, *Tis Condition influences 
Virtue and Vice, as da Climates Health 
and Sicknefs; principles being but as 
^ugs that lofe iheir effe6i\ial qualities 
m diverfe iituattons; 

Early as Amaud knew himfelf I 
knew him. He was a Child extraor- 
dinary in Beauty and lnte>k£t ; as such 
be was admired and indulged by his 
&ther and mothen But the affe£^ion 
Ihey bore towards him, was kindred to 
the fenfoality which had given him 
birth ; for, aifuredly, that ai{e£tion is 
fenfual, though a parent's^ which is re*- 
gulated by the perfbnal perfections or 
jfl)perfe£lron& of its obje^.. Avnaud'ai 
pte-emtnence in the former was his ad- 
yeotual title>. and the only one they rar 
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tified, to their lore; for Acir ratiltjr 
was pampered by ^ach alteroately trao 
ing a refemblance to the otter in him^ 
whom they conceived to be the unioil 
of the comeliiiefe of both. So was he 
treated like a ptetty Mamiofet, whoft 
gambols fumifh entertainment to its 
keepers : as a hiMnan being he was un- 
diftinguiihedj, for the. falconry and the 
kerinel efigroffed Ae education he re^ 
quired ; and of the pains and money 
th^t were laviflied on the manege of 
the ftud, a hundredth part cotild have 
fuiSced (0 accomplij(h a htx to whom 
iNMure had been fo.tihbralv 

From* the firft there appeared in hini 
charafteriftics diftln£t from those of 
other children, by.whrch his ' infancy, 
wae rendered an honeft fron^piece t6 
his bo^k o£ life : as fuch it was, unread 
by his fbalio w parents, , who wiere un- 
qualified with that fam^ar wifdom,, 
which perceives the 'future man in tbf 
prefent child : his food, raimenit, tc^. 
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an4 exercife, fulfilled the fphere of 
their cares; further they confidered 
him no more philofophically than does 
the peafant an acorn, when fo obvious 
is the forecaft, that that acorn is thf 
embrio of a future oak. which accord- 
ingly as it be felled, pruned, and mo^- 
jdelled, may be applied to the nobleft, 
or the meaneft ufes. Thus w^s Ar*- 
naud upfortunate ere he could defery^ 
or provoke misfortune j being bego( 
by parents of the geaerality, whp 
cpnfign their offspring to chance i 
who denominate a fuc(;effion of evil 
chances irrefiftible fate : when what is 
fate but . chance ? who is provide4 
agdin the latter> need little fear the 
former. 

With no greater concern did they 
denote his gratification in the punifh- 
raent of wb^tfoever animajte or in^ni* 
rnate had offended hio^^ than to beat it 
the nu>re : would not the r.^afonipg of 
>.raorae»tbjive!W«Q§^ the,n):th^y w?re 
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cherifliing cruelty arrd revenge ? When 
in promifcuous company he preferred 
them that were fhiningly apparelled^ 
and rqefted the careffes of perfon* 
homely in appearance, he was extolled 
for an early fhrewdnefs in difcrimmating 
Tanks : the diftin£tions made by his eye 
were encouraged till they rooted in his 
heart, where pride and difdain had 
quick and early growth. He was made 
ungrateful and unkind by his mother. 
Who jealous of rivals in his affectionfs> 
taught him to view his nurfes as mer- 
cenary perfons hirejd to do him offices 
of tendemefs. That his ingenxrrty iff 
excufing a trefpafs fliouid be received 
M uct only meritorious of pardon^ but 
of encomium and reward, prefently 
tended to initiate him in airtifice and 
hnpofition ; and ultimately to poiTefs 
him with the idea natural to childhood^ 
that a crime is not inherexitly a crime^^ 
but becomes one on difeovery, to pre- 
vent which any t^odt is warvantable^ 
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Any unamiable eruption was affuaged 
by them feduloufly as though them^ 
felves were blameable for putting him 
in a paffion, and his pretty fmiles were 
their unwearied praife. Yet fmiles in 
hot conftitutions, are as the fun in hot 
clhnates, indicative often of lurking 
tempefts ; and the fmiles of children, 
could they be analized, fhould fome- 
times be found deadly as the grins of a 
villainous man. 

Thus Arnaud underwent the cufto^ 
mary education of infants, who was 
unlike all other infants. From books 
he was withheld, but being required to 
^ai^er every queftidn according to 
die fuggeftions . of his own genius, he^ 
in a fhort time, acquired a promptitude 
of thought, and a piquancy of repartee, 
aft'onifliing in one fo young. His con- 
fequent fame induced moft perfons to 
whom he was introduced, to bring his 
.talents to the tell, and the proofs that 
iollow are felefted froxn a multiplicity. 
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Come hither, my good little boy, faid 
a noble ecclefiaftic ; I will give you 
this orange if you can tell me whtre 
God is,— -Ha ! retorted Arnaud 5 and 
I will give you twenty if you can tell 
me where he is not. Who made you ? 
.was afked by an Abate remarkable for 
tiglinefs. I do not wonder that you be 
curious to know, Arnaud anfwered, as 
doubting who made me would not 
make you. You are very fliort, faid. a 
perfon with the intention to mortify 
him.— I will ere6l myfelf on a pedeftal 
of great deeds, and then I (hall be tali 
enough, was the noble reply.. 

One of the literati> who. once was 
prefent, and who confidered the utter- 
iance of wit before him as an infult on 
Jiis own incapability of it, malicioufly 
fiudied an interrogation unafwerable 
he conceived by Arnaud's ignorance^ 
for it was, Who is the beft author.? 
At once replied the^ child, A father. 
The applaufe was general, but infincere 
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on the part of the Student, who had no 
works in that way to boaft of: how- 
ever, to difguife his defeat he attempted 
fome awkward jefts on the pleafant- 
nefs of the compoiition. On fire to re- 
taliate, Arnaud interrupted his indeli- 
cacies by laying, Pray, fir, are not we 
taught to clothe every indecency in our 
bodies ? Affuredly, anfwered the Stu- 
dent, after an hefitation of furprife. 
Why then, adjoined Arnaud, I wonder 
you do not clothe your own tongue, 
for in my apprehenfion it is the moft 
-dangerous indecency you have. 

A Courtiar, unletteTcd in all but the 
•Court calendar^ was fo exhilarated by 
the discomfiture of the Pedant, that he 
caught the widing to his arms, and 
half fuflfocated him with perfumes and 
carefies ; all of which Arnaud patiently 
endured till the coxcomb, prefuming 
himfelf invulnerable to fatire, at fepa- 
ratioii faid. Well, and will you try to 
remember me often?— As oftea as I 
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cannot think of any thing elfe, Amaud 
farcaftically anfwered. My father calls 
me a fool, was the lamentation of oile 
of his puerile playmates. — ^)^^hy then 
he acknowledges you for his son^ was 
the comfort Arnaud gave him. Once 
faid his mother to him, Laft night's 
company fpake of you as being very 
handforoe and clever.— 'Tis no compli- 
menty. laughed Arnaud, for they'd 
fpeak the fame of themfelves. At 
another time a company of gentlemen 
defcanted on the merits of honcfly with 
fa vain an imputation of it to them- 
felves, that Arnaud thoroughly was 
difgufted ; and turning from the child* 
ifh game at which bis hands, not his 
mind, were occupied, he requefted 
leave to fpeak. It being granted, he 
expreflfed himfelf, * 'Tis no fuch great 

* Tbe /ird and the lad of Ibefe fpeeches ac- 
tHally were made by children much younger than 
Arnaud, who at this time is (o be fuppoied aboui 
€igbt years old. 
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ttierit to be honeft : the laws oblige 
men to be honeft. 

It is underftood that Arnaud's wit 
was not of that fuperficial kind which 
turns on mere juggling of expreffion ; 
but it was ingrafted on a ftrength of 
idea and depth of penetration, that ren* 
dered him the terror of the fociety in 
which he moved, For as the tender- 
nefs of his age privileged him .'n any 
offenfivenefs of fpeech, habit wrought 
upon him to indulge it to fo extrava- 
gant a pitch, that he felt difappointed 
and mortified unlefs the cheeks of the 
perfon he addreffed were fet on fire by 
bis words : to him the flufhes of cm- 
barradment were the enfigns of vic- 
tory. 

Still would he at times deliver com- 
pliments genuine in elegance and infi- 
nuation, though partaking of that ex- 
travagance which inflated all he 
thought, faid, or afied, concerning 
nvomankind ; forjiis compliments were 
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appropriated to the fofter fex, whom,' 
he feemed to think, ought to be ex- 
empted from fatire and ridicule, as well 
as from aggrcflions of violence. One- 
day, a young lady undertook to cate- 
chize him in his tenets. Do you be- 
lieve in God ? faid flie. — ^Ay, Madam, 
he replied ;• particularly when I look 
Cn you. The lady was really hand- 
fome, and Arnaud^s gallantry ended the 
leffon. Being prefent at a ball where 
a lady, whofe graceful dancing was the 
lead of her endowments, diftinguiflied 
herfelf to admiration, he [fuddenly pro- 
nounced in a ftrain of enthufiafm, 

» 

Who fees nimble Bella through airy* 

dance ply. 
Fears her loft to the earth and flown to 

the jfky. 

On the demife of a lady of uncom- 
Mton beauty,, he obferved. That her 
charms ^ere but morUil la tbeir death; 
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and that he fhould know her again in 
the next world, for as heaven could not 
improve, fo it would not alter them. 
Need it be told that Arnaud was a fa-^ 
Torite with many women : the careffes 
they laviftied on him with their ufual 
indelicacy towards children, inftilled 
into his frame an early pronenefc. to 
effeminacy and lewdhefs, of which he 
was too lufceptible. 

His brother Lewis poffeffed many ot 
of the advantages of his nature, with- 
out that impetuofity that urged them to 
a culpable excefs : but by his parents 
he unjuftly was ufed, for they diftin-. 
guiflied Arnaud as not only his fuperior 
in age, but in perfon and mind. 

This was the firft ftage of Arnaud's 
life— a witty childhood— the veiy worft 
omen of maturity! for he foon lofes 
his own innocence who can obferve fo 
ihrewdly on the follies and faultinefles 
of others. 

The departure of the Marq^uis fromr 
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the eaftcrn eftate was poftponed till 
the celebration of Arnaud's eighth 
birth-day, which was kept with much* 
puerile parade : Amaud never appear- 
ing more lovely or brilliant. The fe- 
cond enfuing day they travelled to^ 
wards Languedoc ; but during the 
journey, night overtook them while 
enrounded by an infertile plain ; and in 
dcfpair of difcovering habitation, they 
deviated for (belter into a ruinated 
building of ecclefiaftical conftruftion. 
It was not deferted, as they thought ; 
but its prefent tenantry wer^ a horde 
of cruel banditti, whofe midnight re- 
turn aroufed the travellers from their 
repofe, and difperfed them in confter- 
nation. 

Lewis, being entrufted to the care of 
the fervants, abided by their fate ; but 
as Arnaud and his parents were infe- 
parable, they fled in company. To 
the nobler fugitives purfuit was given 
by a detachment of the banditti^ who 
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fired at random after them as they dc- 
fcended the ftcps. The flirieks ot Ar- 
oaud, who was pierced by a ball and 
(truck from his father's arms "on the 
riven ftones, ferved to guide the affaf- 
fins fteps, which, were perplexed by the ' 
darknefs. The Marquis caught up his 
injured fon, and halted down a long 
arcade, of which the further end dif- 
clofed the country enlightened by the 
moon ; but he was fo retarded by the 
burthen of the child, and the terror of 
the mother, that before he could ad- 
vance halfway, he was on the point of 
being overtaken. At that (hocking 
extremity, he flunk a(idc into a niche 
capacious enough to receive them, all. 
How much was he rejoiced to view 
the purfuers ru(h erroneoufly paft. But 
foon they returned, fvvearing at his 
efcape, and accufing the over(ight of 
him who had led the chace: he de- 
fended himfeif by ai^uing on the im- 
probability of that efcape, as he could 
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take an oath that he had heard the 
moanings of the wounded perfon until 
the precife inftant of their difappear- 
ance ; a fure proof they had not gra- 
dually outftript them. The men were 
encouraged by this remark to make 
refcarch, which brought them fo near 
to the concealment, that the Marquis, 
to ftifle Arnaud's groans, griped his 
throat with a defperate hand, that pre- 
vented the exhalation even of a figh or 
murmur of breath. When the banditti 
retired, and Arnaud was unhanded, he 
dropped heavily as a corpfe, with the 
chief figns of fufFocatron. Tlie horror 
of his parents difcovered 'them to a 
bandit, who artfully was left on the 
watch: his fhouts brought back his 
fellows with torches, and in the tumult 
of the moment Arnaud was forfaken, 
but his parents efcaped. 

Arnaud was picked up by two rob- 
bers, who ended their demur by carry- 
ing him to the Captain. The latter. 
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compaffionated the ftate of fo beautifiil 
a boy, and perceiving in him figns of 
life, he cleanfed away the blood, and 
afcertained that neither the wound or 
contufions were mortal. The men ob- 
jefted to the prefervation of a puling 
child, but they were propitiated by the 
Captain, who reprefented that were 
they perfecuted by the- parents, they 
might make its reftoration the condi- 
tion of their own releafe. He was al- 
lowed to aa juft as he pleafed, and 
Arnaud was kept as a kind of hoflage. 
The Captain poffefled a little furgi- 
cal fcience, which was acquired in his 
fan^uinary profeflion; and he attended 
Arnaud with a tendernefs that arofe^ 
from his memory of better times, when 
he had children of his own. Butthofe 
perfe^ions to which Arnaud owed his 
^xiftence, ceafed to adorn it. The 
ball had gored his fhoulder, and tht 
fall had diflocated it^ by the latter 
mifadventure his fpine likewife was fd 
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fatally injured as to be irrecoverable to 
its priftine uprightnefs. Injuries fo 
compound confounded the Captain, 
who forrowed to fee a creature fo 
charming, at once deformed by a 
crooked back and an excrefcent 
flioulden 

The derifion with which the band 
treated his humanity, when they faw 
how unfuccefsful it was, bound him to 
the little fufferer the more : fo the at- 
tachment that had originated in com- 
raiferation, endured in obftinacy. He 
delighted to inftru£l him in the ufe of 
the diflferent kinds of weapons, and at 
table to urge his wit againft thofe men 
.with whom he might be offended. Jn 
a fhort time, this behaviour from Ar- 
jiaud provoked fo much malevolence, 
that, on ja certain day, being left with 
three or four of them who were the 
worft inimical to him, while the 
Captain was abfent on a predatory 
excurfioh, he, the moft ferocious, 
took the liberty to fmite him. Ne- 
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ver fince his birth had Arnaud en- 
dured a fimilar indignity, for his rank 
and the Captain's countenance hitherto 
had defended hira from the brutality of 
the band. To feel the kingly fan6tity 
of his perfon profaned by a blow, 
fwclled him with grievoufnefs and 
indignation : he burft into tears which 
were neceflary to allay the flufhings in 
his cheeks. The gigantic barbarian 
proceeded to jeer his diminitude, wheii^ 
a violent upioar was heard from with- 
out, which improved In loudneis and 
vicinity. 

Their apprehenfions of a furprize on 
the part of the Marquis to recover his 
fon out of their hands, had caufed the 
robbers to make a difpofition of fentl- 
nels around the ruins to defcry the ear- 
lieft appearance of any adverfity ; but 
6) undifturbed^an interval having abated 
their fears and their vigilance, the 
guards on that day were for the firft 
time withdrawn^ and attached to the 
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Captain's force* Thus the officers of 
juftice reached the place unforefeen biy 
the few that remained, whom they pur- 
fued to the chamber wherein were Ar- 
naud and his opponent. 

The former was upheld by the rob- 
bers, who entreated that his fafety and 
reftoration might enfure them quarter. 
The officers confeffed their prime ob- 
jeft to be tjie deliverance of a young 
nobleman, but contemned the attempt 
to impofe on them a mafs of deformity 
fo cbntrary in the particulars of fliape 
lofty and elegant, countenance beauti- 
ful and healthy, mien haughty and 
idignified, to him, they fought by fucli 
a defcription. Aks, poor Aniaud ' it 
was in yarn he averred Kis identity : bis 
-ftature, which had promifed to attain 
aa heroic pre-eminence, was now 
abridged and bowed towards the earth ; 
the crimfon die of health that ufed to 
mantle his cheeks, was now bewildered 
by the indireftion of his veins j his 
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eyes only retained their ancient bril- 
liancy, .being irradiated by his mind, 
and they now fired fignals of wrath 
and anguifli at their ftriftures on the 
wreck of his perfon. But the officers, 
incredulous to the nciture of his trans- 
figuration, ipurned him for an impoftor 
tutored on the part of the robbers, 
whom they commanded on peril, of 
death by piecemeal torture, to render 
vp the genuine fon of the Marquis. 

When Arnaud heard himfelf fo un- 
truly djefamed^ he required of them a 
piftol, by which to difprove his kindred 
to the robbers. The blow that Itigma- 
ti2ed his breeftj had villamtzed his 
bc^rt, and he difcharged the ball into 
the right fide of him .who had ityflifted 
it. The wretch yelled an4 fell, being 
deeply though not mortally wounded, 
while Arnaud reverting cofltefnptuoufly 
to the officers, afked> If what he difi 
couicj be done to olher thaiv his enemy-? 
Then beware, he faid, how any of yovL 
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helrave as one to me. I am the real 
ion of the Marquis de Souvricour. 
And how long have you been his fon ? 
was ironically afked. As long as he 
has been my father, Arnaud replied. 
They generally laughed, and further 
enquired, For what time he had been 
in fuch vile company ? Ever fince ye 
entered^ was the farcaftic anfwer. 

Wit unreined by prudence is moft 
dangerous to the pofleflbr, and herein 
fo it was proved, for although the offi- 
cers were aware that it was a diftirm 
gijiflied qualification in him they fought, 
yet their felf-love refufed to ackoow>- 
ledge its extftenc^ in the farcafm that 
was levelled at themfelves5 and thus 
was effaced t^ie impreffion left by the 
preceding retort. Having trammeled 
the few robbers they had furprized, 
they ambuflied cxpeftant of their re- 
turn who had faJHied abroad. But they 
were dtfappointed by the gang^$ diffi- 
dence of fome fucfa (hare^ whereupon 
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it returned not, but withdrew to the 
refuge prepared for fimilar cafes of 
extremity. The officers at length eva- 
cuated the mills, detaining in ftrift 
cuftody their prifoners, among whom 
they afFefled to include Arnaud. But 
foon they difcovered their miftake^ for 
the latter was^identified,..andtranfported 
to Languedoc. 

His father was from home. But his 
mother received him with eyes that 
were damp^ with tears for the wholo 
enfuing week. He was inftrufted and 
encouraged in every exercife that could 
tend to< reinftate his body : he was 
taught to fwing in a ftate of fufpenfion 
by his neck ^. to wield heavy M^eights 
by running and jumping with them in. 
his hands;, but his disfigurement was 
mcurabFe,, being the effeft of accident 
not of frailty. Much ingenuity was 
then= ufed to difguife and alleviate it. 
He was provided with a coat of mail, 
which tightly incafed his body, and; 
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fuftained it in an upright pofture ; his 
better flioulder was padded to an 
equality with its protuberant fellow;, 
an unifonn deformity being efteemed 
preferable to the odioufnefs of contraft. 
However parents may pretend to the 
virtue of being unbiaffed by the beauty 
or uglinefs of their childreri^ it is hardly 
lefs certain than natural that their hearts 
will cherifli for the former a fecret pre* 
ference, which gradually will ufurp ztt 
influence over their . deportment td^ 
wards them. If fuch be ordinarily the 
cafe, it Was efpecially fo with the pa* 
rents of Amaud, of whofe difpofitions 
1 before have fpoken. The bittereft 
confcioufnefs of his deformity was de* 
rived from their iridelicate, though,, 
perhaps, infenfible alteration of coi;i- 
duft : (except on the part of the Mar* 
quis !) thofe culpabilities which before 
they had nourifhed in him as the ec* 
centricities of a bold fpirit, they novr 
cenfured and condemned^ No longer 
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lie was encouraged to triumph in the 
powers of his own mind, and domineer 
over the inferior endowments of Lewis^ 
by fnatching his leflbn from the latter 
while ftammering its repetition, and 
learning in a few minutes what had 
taken him two hours or more. He now 
was rebuked by being told, that the 
memory retained proportionably to its 
labour in acquirement; or, that that 
never digefted well which was fwal- 
lowed too haftily -, and he was difap* 
proved for a declaration which he for- 
merly had made with fo exc^ffive an 
applaufe, which was. That were he 
ever wife, 'twould be by infpiration, not 
• by learning. 

Arnaud lamentably felt the lofs of 
thofe praifes which habit had rendered 
indifpenfable to his happinefs 2 it feem^ 
ed to him that Lewis by fucceeding to 
them defrauded him of his juft right, 
and his eyes, which ^formerly had 
gliftened with fmiles at their hearing, 
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were now dewy m grief that they were 
not addreflfed to him, or cloudy in re- 
fentment becaufe they were beftowed 
on another. He began to exhibit a 
ftrange compound of the furious and 
pathetic feelings^which being provoked^ 
to fo early a difclofure, revealed them- 
felves in their genuine colours,, unvar- 
niihed by education. On it being one 
day read to him. That to Heaven the 
way was deep and ftraight, he fiercely 
made anfwer, Then why ihould I at- 
tempt Heaven, who ami too decrepit to 
attain it by fuch a path.. But when 
his mother obferved to him bow long^ 
.his eye lalbes latterly were grown, he 
replied in tones that melted the words, 
Alas \ no wonder 1 for I have watered 
them, much: of late. The looks and 
geftures that a'ccompanied thefe kinds 
of fpeech, denoted their origin ia a 
heart that would not fuffer others to 
think it contented with the cafe in 
which it was ; that likewUe was too 
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proud to permit their pity, which it 
prevented by fhewing that it would 
not pity itfelf. By fo premature ant 
opening of his eyes to the real meta-*- 
aiorphofis in his perfon,, his parents* 
fobbed, him of the Welling of vanity ;; 
and caufed him to give early prefage 
that he would become that fort of man^ 
which moft of all the world hath.reafort 
to dread,, one who hath no^felf-lave. 

The wars in Italy recalled the Mar- 
quis from the gaieties of Paris^ and 
transferred him and his family to the 
Cifalpine countries. The duties of his. 
command feparated him from his chil- 
dren and their mother,, whom he efta- 
bli(hed in a pleafant villa on the banks 
of the Brenta,. where they were fecured 
feom the irruptions of war by the neu- 
trality of the Venetian government. 
Near to their abode lived a laborious 
pealant, to whofe wife was entrufted 
the nurdng the female child of a Spa- 
nifli Grandee. Arnaud and Lewis 
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were fo much interefted by the preltl- 
nefs and vivacity oF this little girl^ 
whofe name was Camilla, that they 
recommended her to the mother's 
notice. * 

Arnaud's conftitution was fo inftinft 

4 

with love, that he almoft was infenfible 
to an inferior feeling for womankind ; 
and when his eighth year yet was in* 
complete, he had affe£led and amazed 
his auditors with the inimitable ten- 
dernefs of his reply to a young lady^ 
who, amufing herfelf with him, en- 
quired of him what it was to love, 
Anfwered Amaud, It is to die in your* 
felf, to live in another* Many, who 
beheld him in his unblemiflied days^ 
had prognofticated how fovereigix 
ihould be his future influence over the 
fofterfex; and his parents had incul- 
cated to him that each dimple in his 
cheeks Ihould be the grave of a female 
heart. As this was the only meta* 
phorical ftroke the Marquis eVer m* 
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vented, his vanity had been too much 
interefted to omit its utterance in 
whatfoever focieties he and Amaud 
might be : on the latter the multipli- 
city of its repetitions were fo far 
^ffeftual as to prejudice him that 
woman were the fated facrifices to 
his glory, rather than the partners of 
it ; and this chimera continued in his 
mind, notwithftanding the ruin of his 
beauty might have convinced him 
that the women were reprieved from 
their imaginary deftiny. 

It was entertaining to fee him ad« 
drefs to. Camilla, a Child hardly five 
years old, an intimation of that manly 
courtfliip which he noticed in mature 
lovers • but ftie neither underftood 
the elegance of his flatteries, or the 
gallantries of his attention: her pre- 
ference was pofleffed by Lewis, whofe 
childifh age and manners were the 
more congenial with her own. With 
him flie romped in the freedom of 
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innocence^ while Arhaud^. looking 
through hiS' own faftidiofity, misjudged 
it a licentious familiarity ; and ihrink- 
rng in difgiift from ifivitatibns to play> 
would figh and palpitate in a corner 
at the afiutance of his brother. 

As the French power in. Italy was 
nearly annihilated by the battle at 
Pavia, the Marquis no longer had. 
exercife for his command ; accordingly^ 
he prepared to tranfport his family 
hack to France. On the morning of 
their departure^ Arnaud lecretly foir 
Ibwed Lewis to a knoll pleafantly 
ibade^ by tall pines^ where Camilla 
ufually could be foimd at her diver- 
fions.. The teats the latter two (hed 
at reparation^ fell like oil on Amaud's 
paffions, whichi were fermented to the 
crifis of outrage, when to fome jeat 
ous remark from Lewis> Camilla earn? 
cftly replied. Indeed ! Indeed ! I can!t 
fancy him, he has fo ugly a (boulder. 
Thefe words burnt to Arnaud's heart 
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worfe than a venomed javelin, and 
his boyifli fingers inftinftively clenched 
the poniard he wore, with the mortal 
wrath of a man. His abhorrence point- 
ed to Lewis for having induced them ;. 
fo Camilla being gone, and he trac- 
ing her through his tears, Arnaud 
flid forth from his privacy, and €nfi3rcp 
ed the fratricidal blade with a two- 
handed malevolence into the right 
breaft of his brother. 

Arnaud lingered not to extra£l ,^h^ 
weapon, or to afcertain the fate of 
his vi£tim> but repaired to the travelU 
ing equipage^ which unpatiently wait- 
ed for him and his brother. To the 
enquires for the latter he replied. 
That he believed him to be travelling 
with the fervantSj who had preceded for 
many hours. In this miftake the pa- 
rents contiqued until their arrival ia 
France. When the abfence of Lewb- 
was difcovered, the mother abandoxv- 
ed herfelf to gnef, but the father 
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confidered, it with an apathy that 
both tranqualized and difgufted Ar- 
naud. Emiffaries were tardily dif- 
patched to Italy in queft of the loft 
ion I but the blockade of the paffes 
by the enemy, whofe triumphs had 
Ihaken the neutrality of the Venetians, 
with various other contrary circumitan- 
ces, combined to deftroy fome, detain 
Others, and baffle the reft. 

Meanwhile, Amaud was initiated 
In the hypocrify and deceit which 
were neceffary to difguife his own 
Yillany, which pafied free from any 
:fufpicion: moft tinfortunately fo! for 
xvcrc every man convi^ed ih his ori^ 
^4nal <:riminalxty, -how catiidoiis would 
lie be in adventuring a repetition! 
His Mother ftow returned to Amaud 
all that folicitude and tendernefs which 
Lewis of late had (hared with him ; 
but refentment for fts being once 
withdrawn, was not to be erafed 
from his mind> and his behaviour^ if 
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in the leaft kind, was an' efFort of 
pity rather than an emotion of affec- 
tion. Often as Ihe prefaced the mur- 
derous tales, which flie was fo fond 
of narrating, with the traditional fu- 
perftition that a murderer never can 
efcape detection, Arnaud fecretly would 
deride th& underftanding oq which 
fo fuccefsfully he impofed. It muft 
be underftood than an idea in his 
charadter, fundamental of much error, 
was his haughty prejudice. That it 
be worfe to be contemptible than it 
be to be deteftable. He matched 
this with ft principle eqtotty peiv 
nicious, which was, That what he 
declaimed in exafperation bis honour 
was bound to maintain in dif^-paflfion ; 
wherefore was his wifdom in perpetual 
flarery ta his tongue. 

Being fo young at the time of its 

commiflion, Arnaud was unconfcious 

♦ 

of remorfe for the deftruftion of Lewis: 
^ be grew up be meditated on it 
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with a proud reverence of his refo* 
lution in executing that revenge while 
a boy, which a man could not out- 
do, which moft men decline \o do. 
Yet he was not exempt from that ap»- 
prehenfion indelible by time or cir- 
cumftance, which the criminal ever 
harbour, left they themfelvess may in- 
cautioufly prove their own accufers^ 
Notwithfianding his temerity in ven- 
turing them, he fincerely dreaded 
difeourfes on virtue kit ttey fliould 
induce eonfeillQn to break, from him ; 
artd often he wifhed to diflent from 
thofe ckriilian tenets by which he 
knew and felt himfelf condemned^ 
How peacele& was the confcience^ 
whkh applying to itfelf each Enco* 
miunar of Virtue as an upbraiding, 
each rebuke of Vice as a denunciar 
tion, became inimical to the good 
man who utteFed either I On fuch 
occafions were he particularly addreffeii^ 
he conceived himfblf to be fctutinized 
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by glances of impeachment : but the 
blufh had ceafed to frequen this cheeks, 
and the onty variance in his com- 
plexion now was from fallownefs to 
aihinefs, from alhineis to Uvidity. 

Of -his perfon he continued to fpeak 
as of an abhorrent enemy. This 
fhoulder, he repeated, depends like 
a mlllrftone to (ink me down to hell. 
Yet woirid he decry the flighted allu- 
fion to it in another, and fo fkkly 
was his fenfibility in that particular, 
that he wi(hed the terms Hunch and 
Crookednefs could be abolished from 
language and memory: he even re- 
fufed from the houfehold and Vaifa- 
lage the title of Lord, becaufe he 
underftood that it fometimes was ap* 
plied in derifion to men figured fimi- 
larly to himfelf. 

Of hb difpofition take the following 
abridgement, for his was a ftupendous 
foul in a diminutive body. 

He was fo Proud of Himfelf, that 
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difdain was his ufual feeling towards 
others, which he plentifully indulged 
by comparing every man that he 
met, with an imaginary ftandard of 
excellence exifting only in his own 
fantaftical mind : inferiority to perfec- 
tion he affefied to defpife, and as 
perfeQion is unpoffeffed by any one, 
why every one derived from him cen» 
fure and depreciation. Had he been 
born a Prince he might have been 
efteemed . a miracle of condefcenfion, 
but of urbanity he was deftitute, from 
his mifapprehenfion that to reciprocate 
courtefy is to acknowledge equality 5 
wherefore he a£led as though he 
thought that a paflage were to be made 
through the world by force : his tern* 
per ever was charged for conteft, aiyi 
company prefented to. him the prof- 
peS of a quarrel. An Opinion counter 
to his own, if not delivered with 
much deference, gave him immediate 
offence; a refutation of any aiTertion 
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he made, enraged him to inftant en* 
mity : yet was contradi£lion inceiTantly 
on his own tongue, whilft fo tyran- 
nically he exa£ted acquieicence firont 
others. Thus when he was piqued 
on not being a flave to any man, he 
was the greateft flave ta himfelf; 
himfelf being a mailer that regulated 
all he thought, fpoke, or did. As he 
was contemptuous of obligation, he 
was totally unqualified with gratitude. 
The fureft way to make him your 
enemy was to a6l towards him in 
voluntary friendlinefs ; for no delicacy 
in conferring on him a benefit could 
propiiiate him to the benefa6ior ; in 
whom he would difallow any virtuous 
motive, fo long as his imagination 
poffibly could conjure an evil one. 
Me efteemed himfelf born to confer, 
not to receive favours. In him pride 
was downcaft and folitary : becaufe it 
would not look up to fuperiority, it 
reftrained him. aloof from, other meni 
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k was truly fatanic, and would have 
loft him divinity in the idea. That 
bptter it be to reign in hell, than to 
ferve in heaven. Yet it was a pride 
not dif-natured of much magnanimity, 
being generous and courageous. But 
QS with a deteftation of what is knavifli 
and abje£t, it joined a contempt for 
that which is meek and humble, 
it was entirely unchriftian; though, 
neverthelefs, it was grand. 

From univerfal Fame down to per- 
fonal; Vanity, he was imbued with each 
intermediate (hade of Ambition. Am- 
bition was his dream by night and 
by day, how to outvie all heroifm 
pre-exiftent or contemporary, and uni- 
verfalize his- name by deeds, to cele- 
brate which in compatible language, 
Hiftorians fiiould ftudy to invent it 
anew. The fubtiraeft ideas mingled 
with abfurd ones fprung from the like 
fource. Grafping his dagger, he would 
parade on an imaginary footing with 
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Kings, as if becaufe they were not 
invulnerable to its point, they exifted 
on his fufferance. Be not the weakeft 
diiregarded, he would confider. Nature 
liath provided for all: to the lion fhe 
hath given fangs, to the reptile venom; 
on the mighty Ihe hath beftowed flaugh- 
terous metals, on the feeble a powder 
that flays without a firoke. He would 
^rife in ecftacy from the perufal of thofe 
charafilers m antiquity, whofe barba** 
rous patriotifm fundered the ties of do«- 
meftic nature ; for his foul was conge* 
nial with whatfoever be magnanimous 
and extraordinary, however terrific and 
unexemplary. His vain-glory was dif«- 
tempered by delirious paroxyfms, when 
he could.have fought deiiication, as did 
Pythagorean Empedoclesi, by plunging 
info volcabic Etna ; or immartality as 
didthe locendiAu-y who fired the Ephe!i?n 
teniple, There were times when his 
ambition wc^id.foar to a deviKfli pitch, 
for he- wouldLdifputethe attributes .of 
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the divinity : He, .a fliapelefs and decre- 
pit monfter, whom a man would have 
defpifed in .a perfonal duel. This paffion 
c«traiiced liim an hundred times sa day 5 
its. illufions: tempted him fromhimfelf; 
aad the circumftances of years iJitted by 
ill a jfingJe reverie. In idea he lived the 
•age of a Methufelah^ but in reality 
not the age of a fmnmer-bird. Dif- 
guffed: with .his identical infigoificance, 
he journeyed pn*hiH?thDughts^broad-> 
€Lnd participated with Satan theiiug- 
-domof the air. ' : ' ' 

Prideand AmbitioaWerb'Jthe two'im-- 

perioias paffions that marflialled his gc- 

' neral <rondu6li but ithere^'Were other 

paflSrons ofau incidental hatirie,vdiich 

he poff^ffed to an extravifgant 'degree. 

ReveqgeJ Xq which>;beihg fo riiyitabje 
and iriv^erate, »he ^onfidepedBoi^ery^boi 
dy a prcibable^ vlQim. '> Gstvit ihitilik 
wonderetd that he- kept hinlTrieiidlefe; 
when oh thie moft tplfliin^/oocafioiiiaf 
offence he was.;prepfiredb[to)trealf tite 
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dofeft intimrate as an enemy ? His me- 
mory of infults being traly Indian, woe 
to him on whole account that memory 
ached. Neither interval of time and 
place,, viciffitude of circumftances or 
difpoiitien, could mollify a revenge 
'tl&at prtffentiated an ofFence as if it hap* 
pened at tliat very moment. The 
.fleights of a boy he ruminated with the 
indignation of a man, ^nd the wrongs of 
.fourteen he was fiery to revenge at 
twenty. 

Of Cruelty^e oftentimes made exhi- 
bitions, at which himfelf on reflefticMi 
J[huddered. Not only whatfoever was 
endowed with life underwent the in- 
ili£^ions of his barbarity, but even un- 
feeling fubftancers were unexempt : on 
any furniture wherewith he chofe to be 
4diffatisfied, he would iterate violences 
accompanied by curfes at their vanity. 
Itfeemed that nature had intended him 
for a tyrant, by qualifying Jiim with 
the mofl: exquifite icnfibility, whereby 
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he could inftruft himfelf moft acutely 
to anguifli the fenfibility of others. 
ITius he underftood the miferies inci- 
dental to humanity, but to aggravate 
them. Why wonder that he were in- 
compaifionate to his fellows, when 
fiercely fo to himfelf? on himfelf he 
firft played the torturer, by counteraft* 
ing the genuine tendernefles of his foul 
unmercifully as though it could be a 
glory and a virtue to annihilate them ; 
yet would they often revive, and with 
their tears extinguifli eyes that blazed 
eruptions of wrath. Amazing and.de- 
teftable was the fpeftacle of a wilful 
maniac, outraging, denouncing^ and 
blafpheming, in this moment of paflion, 
weeping, gnaftiing and groaning, in 
that of remorle. ^ 

Of his amorous difpofitioh, I hitherto 
have but prefented the fairer fide. In 
no man was love ever more dubious 
than in him, there being a perpetual 
infurrdSbion of his fenfes againft his 
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fentiments. He loved like; a man and 
lufted like a fatyr in kindred moments. 
Yet the folitary and inaftive monotony 
of his life caufed his fenfes to ufurp fo 
imperioufly that his veins were the 
inextinguifliable furnaces of lewdnefs^ 
As furgeons prefcribe cleanllnefs to 
a running wound, fo Arnaud me- 
dicined his inward corruption by aa 
external decorum in word and deed, 
which- h^ carried to a pUnftilioul 
refic^ement that moved moft of bi$ 
fhallow companions to mark him for 
a fpiritlefs piece of frigidity, Incon- 
fiderate they were, that in the world, 
there are volcanos inftin^ with mineral 
deluges and eruptive lightnings^ v^liich 
are chafed by external coats of fnow. 
Arnaud was more than contended to be 
fo mifdeemed ; he was rejoiced to think 
that his real fenfuality was unknown : 
if joy could fpring from fource fo 
foul ! not that it is to be received h6 

» 3 
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was cleftitute of honour and delicacy^. 
So much of delicacy he poffcffed, that 
he could turn fick at himfelf : thus re- 
fembting the epicure, whofe appetite 
indulges on the tainted viands which 
his other fenfes naufeate. Of the moft 
trifling indecorum in a female he was 
an obferver and cenfurer ^ but in honour 
towards womankind he was felfifli/ 
He reprehended the Hcentioufnefles of 
his own fex, becaufe each woman cor- 
rupted by another man, he confidered 
as one loft to himfelf; wherefore, in the 
endurance of their chaftity, it muft be 
allowed thathe felt an intcreft not adegree 
fuperior to what a fportfman feels for the 
prefiirvationof hisgame ; neverthelefsdid 
vifions of a happy marriage ever form a 
confiderable and favorite part of bis chi- 
meras. Indeed, on marriage he long 
cheriflied romantic and exalted notions; 
His appretiation of a woman adapted 
for his wife was inflexible to lefs than a 
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marble incorruptibility of principle an;^ 
deportment : even to himfelf the load 
frailty of fondncfs preceding matrimony 
would have prevented its ever taking^ 
place i yet inferior to an excefs of fond- 
nefs afterwards, would be fure to 
aroufe that jealouiy watchful ia his^ na- 
ture, and which, from a dubious birth, 
promifed fall growth to a deadly matu- 
rity. The dagger he ever venerated as 
the certain- inftrument of avengement 
and divorce* 

His Envy was a monfter that derom^ed 
the entire human fpecres, not only that 
coexiftent with himfelf, but preceding 
ages^ up ta obfcure antiquity ; for be- 
tween himfelf and any perfon memori' 
2ed for a noble a£tion, he continually 
was drawing a parallel, as though others 
capability was to be warranted by his 
own. But nobody could be fenfible to 
•a bitterer mortification than felt he, 
when after an abftinence from drink 
during a long fummer's day, he was. 
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without fortitude at evening to refufe 
the cup, and completely rival the Ma- 
cedonian Alexander, who fo had done 
when chafing the Barbarians through 
the unwatered defarts of the eaft. But 
however fevere were the pangs this 
kind of envy gavt to him, it was harm- 
lefs to objefts mouldered in all but 
their renown. Not fo harmlefs were 
its domeftic emotions. Praffe of virtue 
or beauty in another, he abhorred to 
hear to a degree that made biifc, at 
Ifen'gth, confider the prefcncc of one 
comely in mind or perfon, as libellous 
on his own deformity in both. He be- 
came like a man fo entendered by fick-* 
nefs, that he cannot bear a touch, or 
even a mention of his paitis, left his 
bones fympathetically ache. Had he 
believed, .as does the favage, that the 
perfeSions of him you flay tranfinigiate 
into yourfelf, who of fuperior endow- 
ment could haye been fecure from the 
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dagger of Arnaud ? for whom he en- 
vied, he moft furely hated. 

Of thofe Humours that conftitute fo 
material a part of the charafclers of ordi- 
naiy men, he almoft was diftitute ; asr 
what he poffefled were too pernicious 
in their tendencies, fb lightly to be 
held. His gaiety was licentioufnefs ; 
his melancholy defpair; and what 
others thought caprice, was but a varia-^ 
bk exhibition of one tenor of mind» 
diverfified to the Hght, as are travell ers^ 
by the viciffitudes of the road. 

Of Follies he was not more abundant^ 
£>r his brain was (Ironger in wifdom, 
than his heart in virtue. Some fellies 
he cultivated, becaufe he eftdemed them 
acceffaiy to human happinefs ; but he 
failed in the defign, for his mode of 
bringing them into play, raifed them 
to the deteftable eminence of vices. 
Yet ^ne foJly, Egotifm, was virtuous^ 
infomuch that it revealed his vices ; I ! 
111! being the utterance everlaftingly 
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on his tongne ; and fo fond he wa& ot^ 
talking about his own concerns^ and in-^ 
troducing them into every difcourfe, 
however foreign to its topic, that hi$ 
heart often difclofed itfelf ere it were 
aware ^ fo that a fbre^wd perfoa . n)ight 
greatly have folved the drift of his dip-, 
pofition by the, drift of hi^ conyi^rfatio^-- 
Otherwife It were impoffible, for be was. 
one man to himfelf,^ anothes to the 
world. No publicity of gaming, drink- 
ing, wenching, or the like, rattled a 
warning from this roonftrous feppent- 
, Tp conclude with a fummary of his 
cbaraft^r. In him ytct^^ of all the germs 
th^t is heroically good, all that is hero- 
jqally wicked, but none of what is ig- 
noble and knavifli. . No virtue but of 
which he bare fome veftige ; no vice of 
which he had not fome taint ; but paf- 
fion was his bane : pafiSon mingled his 
virtues and vices beyond the difcrimina- 
tion of an ordinary analyfis. 

Uneducated, unexampled, uncpr- 
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reSed, without opinion to g^in, repu-* 
tation to lofe, reprehenfion to avoid, 
Kved to the maturity of eighteen this 
boy, nature's mafter-piece; his facuhies 
permitted to mellow till they putrified, 
and the rapid current of his nature ri- 
goroiifly confined till it fwelled and ab- 
forbed the noble principles that had 
floated on it. Yes, he, Arnaud ! was 
bound down in feclufion and indolence,^ 
whofe ardour to become publicly grand, 
caufed him to be domeftically vi4e. 
. He was a delightful' and fublimc in- 
ftrument, wherefrom : the inftinftive 
note converfes mufically or diffonantly 
accordingly as it be ftruck. When Ikill 
and tendernefe might have founded him 
through* the ravidiing compafs of har- 
mony, ignorance and rudenefs pro- 
voked from him a din of difcord : and 
what fo harih as mufic in defpair? 

Ah; Prieft !. I fee thy monachifm yet 
hath not purified thee of that abommar 
ble inclination to credit difparagement 
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preferably to ^xtolment. Judge for 
thyfelf, and lofe the flattery of thine 
own vanity by hearkening to the ideas 
of an untaught^ unexperienced ftripling^ 
whofe age thine trebles at threefcore. 
Unfeen^ unknown^ unthought of^ I 
have accompanied and fympathifed 
t^ith Arnaud« when his inteileEl erner* 
ging from felfifhnefs, hath recreated 
on philofophical ideas^ and multiplied 
them by thefe that follow. 

Who fears retrofpeftion, dreads fu- 
turity. The wicked do both, and 
flee from that refleflion which diftin- 
guiflies a man frcHn a brute. 

Men pride themfelves on a difcovery 
in nature as though it gave them a ihare 
in the creatibn. Probably the more we 
learn in this world, the greater will be 
bur felf*mirth in the next. The relifi^ 
quifhment of felly is the acquifition of 
Wifdom, aod fo is wifdom acquirable by 
anyone. In liketnanner, to magnify 
your fortune leirenyoir wants. 
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Hiere is n6 more general invefitive our 
mankind, than tbe intemperate extdi<- 
ment of an individual becauie he be not 
vicious. Virtue confifts in ibmething 
more than the abfence of vice^ 

Likevrife^ we (houkl be vrary how 
we pnufe a man for not being blood- 
thirAy^ fraudulent^ rapacious, or pof- 
ieffed by other of thofe ab}e£t vices^ 
from which it is infamous not to be ex- 
empt. With greater wifdom and jus- 
tice we fhould appropriate our praifes 
to that man who is not ambitious, war- 
like, prodigal, or given to other vain-^ 
glorious vices, which are tricked out in 
the impofing examples of paft ages, and 
of which the conftant attributes are the 
world's refpe^ admiration and remem* 
brance* 

Sufpicion provokes guilt: and di&p*' 
pointed hotiefty is the firft ftep to kni^ 
very. That wl^ch it is criminal to do^ 
it is impious to tkfend. How gallhi^ 
te reflea tSm lialf the pains w^ tak^ to 
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coBceal a crime from others^ cduld haVe 
fubdued in ourfeives the iQotives of its- 
perpetration. 

The beft thing to reconcile you to one 
misfortune is a /econd* The punifli-? 
ment of kings do come from God -, they 
being above thofe from l^ortune. Yet? 
refignation is an unmonarchial virtue. 
Kings fufiain a ftrife with fate> and when- 
they do fall, they fall like the thunder- 
llruck pine that crufhes: the fbrub& 
around it. .. 

If it be bad to coin a fpurtous metal^ 
with the arms of a ftate, how much worfe 
It is to (lamp an evil vow yv^ith thq name 
of God, and then ftand en its inviolabi^ 
lity. . . .•••• •:••-.. 
. Thofe moranfis Who indulge them-' 
felves by prying into the darkwfe o€ 
vice, l3i€^m€f like jnejoi emp]oye4r in 
fyme fubterranean pbfcurity: neither 
can iuft^in.uaaazzlf^d: — \h^{^ js the light 
of day,, thofe the lighj:>of vijctue. 
. The gr^at^ft infamy i$ ff»ik from St 
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worthlefe man. On any occafion it is 
far more, glqrious to be envied than 
praifed* But moft perilous is that ex-' 
altation which' is independent of praife . 
ot difpraife. .It is a: vice in one man to 
give another the opportunity to be vi* 
cious. 

If adultery in man b^ only venial, 

and yet in woman criminal^ let diftinfl 

oathsbeadminiftered tothem at thealtar^ 

Ears fof ignorances a tongue for 

knowledge. , 

He who fpends an hour by himfelf, 
fpends half of it with his enemy. To 
preserve your thoughts in health* let 
them often take the air. 

When young and perfbQ, Arnaud 
had derived from his miftaken parents 
a. mingled diftafte and difdain for books, 
which he faw to be given to Lewis as 
efifential to a dullard> who could not 
think for himfelf This early prejudice 
tYCx after injured Amatid> for it kept 
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him unlearned inany efpecial fcience^by 
rendering him averfefrooi, and contempt 
tuous to> fyftematic ftudy* His reading 
was of an unconnected natare, and 
chiefly of works that entertained his 
fancy^ and inflamed liis paffions^ The 
confequence was» that he fometiaies ex* 
hibited the dazzling comifcations of 
genius^ but never the ferene eorradiation 
of knowledge. Of profeffions he waa 
practically ignorant, wberefrom pro- 
ceeded his indecifion in electing any 
one in preference to the others. 

The military fervice he confidered ta 
be varied from what it anciently was^ 
Armies, thought he» are now fo polifli^ 
eii by difcipline, that any forwardnefs 
of individual merit or intrepidity is fled 
away as an oiFenfive excreifence.^ A 
foldier, whofe honour it is to be fiery 
and impetuous, is regulated by rules 
of a murderous coldnefs \ ot taught a 
kind of fuicide by a pa^ye exp(iAire 
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to the flaughtering foe : an heroic deed 
he feldom can perfonally perform with* 
out the infraction of fome military law> 
and all that's required of him is to be me- 
chanical and boned. The odds of war 
are n.ow thought to be as eafily calcula- 
ble as thofe in games of chance, and 
battles are fought ceremonioufly as balls 
are danced. A campaign is now an 
emulation between two armies which 
longeft can endure the horrors of fa^- 
mine^ fatigue ^d' difeafe ; thence ig-* 
noble encounters far ports, convoys, &c. 
during all which wafte of time a foldier 
is expected to fuftain an undiminiOied 
fpirit, though undergoing all thofe de- 
privations which monks have adopted a& 
the moft efficacious in taming and.fab*^ 
duing nature. Arnaud felt that his 
mind wasr too untm£table, his conftitu- 
lion too unfouhd,tobear military rigours 
of fubordination or tadfics. 

For the Church he likcwife felt him* 
felf unfitted. However the reverfe ia 
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war, thought he, in relipoil it doubt- 
lefs is better to be paflive than aftive. 
From the Jaw he decidedly was averfe ; 
neither admiring nor defiring dignities- 
attainable by fophiftry and infincerity. 
Notwithftanding his manifold cuJpabi- 
Hties, he felt th^t neither bould he en- 
dure to be controverted while fpeaking 
the truth, or to controvert the truth 
when fpoken by anotlier. Indeedy he 
was as unfit for the profeffion, as the 
profeffion were unfit for him ; for the 
eontradidionst infults^ and provoca- 
tions^ perfonally fuffered by the lawyer^ 
he wouFd have chaftized with the fpirit 
of a gentleman. Phyfic he ftill worfe 
detefted, f r he woold fay, The eye of 
a phyfician is mfe£tioas to whomfoever 
it views of fome complaint or difeafe ; 
while the eye of a furgeoii runs over 
your body with an imagkiary knife of 
diffledion. Trade he cont mned too> 
thoroughly to wafte a judgement 
on. Literature he confidered to. be: 
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the mott uncertain, laborious, and care- 
ful road towards fame. Every Author^ 
he would argue, writes to be read ; 
but by whom is he read ? Why, by 
men of capricious incoilgenial tafteSy 
whofe individual opinio^ moftlyisvalue- 
lefs, whofe unanimous approbation it is 
impoflible to gain ; few of whom are 
qualified to appraife the worth of what 
they read 3 none of whom are fo mo- 
deft as to decline the rank of critic^ or 
fo merciful as to refrain from the pri- 
vilege of condemnation. Cannibals^ 
who prey on what a man hath fpun 
from his own body, during nights of 
relUefs meditation, and days abftra£ted 
from fociety or diverfion. Death com- 
monly is the birth of an author's repu- 
tation^ like to the characters in Ancient 
poetry, of whom we hear fo much 
when around their corfes friends and 
foes heap monuments of flaughter. 
The infignia of the profcffion are ne- 
glc£^ed habiliments^ and a money le& 
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purfe, a figure ruined in its fymme- 
trical excellencies, and a reftlefs coun- 
tenance. The brain ftill worfe is ra- 
vaged by intenfenefs of heated thought, 
which defolates it to idiotifm, or frets 
it to phrenzy ; but the conftitution 
worftof all, being not feldom unnerved 
of its manhood, and almoft afTuredly 
pofleffed by difeafe. So that it* may be 
faid. Literature is a fervice of as great 
peril to the fons of the quill, as that of 
arms can be to the fons of the fword. 
Peace of mind fo entirely is eradicated 
by their egotiftical and envious humours 
and pafiions, that, as an affluent author 
is admired as a phenomenon, a happy 
one may be accounted a non-exiftence. 
Additionally to thefe Arnaud had his 
moral obje£iions , For, laid he, when 
a man indulges his pen, there is a 
bayard that he may inoculate- himfelf 
with thofe paffions which he attempts 
to depift. 
Thus be difparaged all profe0ions ia 
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the prefumption that he were born to 
patronife, not to fliare them : but when 
aged twenty, it appeared that his for: 
tunes were vague as his opinions. Hi- 
therto he had regarded the Mar<5[uifate 
de Souvricour as inheritable by himfelf ; 
an aflorance to which he adhered, not* 
withftanding the doubtful obfcurity lA 
which he lived, devoid of thofe digni* 
fications others of origin inferior, and 
years more immature, already were fa- 
miliarifed to. 

Of late years thfe abfences of the 
Marquis were multiplied and length- 
ened furprifingly to Arnaud, who noted 
that his mother latterly was grown 
peacelefs even to agofiy. It would 
have been unreafonable to attribute this 
to the unfocial and reclufe infipidity of 
her mode of life, for fince the death of 
Lewis it fo had invariably continued: 
Ever denied the confidence of his pa- 
rents, and impfifonei in his own 
thoughts, Arnaud did not undertake to 
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unriddle thefe enigmas in the l>ehavi- 
or of either. Alas, would he have 
deigned the opportunity for informa- 
tion from any refidesit in the vicinity, 
who all knew what moft .conccarned 
him who was ignorant, jfcheri he had 
been fpared the ihock of an abrupt 
4ifcovery : but witii fuch his pride 
liad long ceafed Xo »acconipany, be* 
caufe he conceived them irreveren- 
tial in 4^jing him the precedency* 

Arnaud's embarraflment and his 
flaqther's affliftion were aiuch jncreafed 
by their fudden dillodgement from the 
Ch^teaui and fettlement in a melan- 
choly abode about two leagues diftant. 
Scarcely was ended a week of re- 
conciliation to this change, when -^x- 
naud, prolonging his evening walk 
of meditation, came within profpe6i 
of the caufeway, that led to the 
Chateau. Being approached, he dif- 
covered the vaffaiage congregated in 
^ greater concQurfe tha,n was cuftom- 
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ary on any feftivity of their own ; * 
their- perfons like wife were unufually 
imbelliihcd with a prodigality of pafto- 
ral finery, and ihey had. arranged 
themfelYQ^ sUong the confines of the 
road, into which they aUemately in-f 
traded and looked abroad in: a ftyle, 
that at once evidenced their expec- 
tation .and ioipfatiencei. 
;: It is; nay. fiather th^y await, thought 
Arnaud> Caon • as he heard the lively 
flo.uiliQi of trumpets. At the fame time, 
he rapidly moved in an oblique di* 
re6lion, that paffed the multitude and 
met . :tbe . .equif^ge that advanced^ 
At firft- fight of their Lord arid hi^ 
gallant retinae, the peafaotry rejoiced 
the air with fhouts, to which Amaiid 
echoed an imaginary cry, 'for his heart 
was gljid to acknowledge its corifan- 
guinity to a man digBkified by gran- 
deur and, popularity* He reached the 
CRiifeway juft bfifdre .the proceffion 
paiTed j; but . to its magnificence he 
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was blind, the virtue of his eyes 
being engrofled by thie fpe6lacle of 
an open chariot, wherein the Marquis, 
a Lady, and a \Stripling about twelve 
years ©f age, roHed fey ^ ^ with fotnuijh 
rapidity as was Ddt incbiififterit with 
fiatelinefs. No one but Arnaud could 
have doubted that' he bebeid 'hui9band, 
wife, and child. ^ J)id ^ awy tefttaftive 
fraternity at' fight- of Hettri iiiftruft 
him in this awful truth? Ah,no1 fdr 
Henri, Uruok with his deformity, ^burft 
into a childifli: ridicule, that dire6ted 
the eyes of the mother towards its 
objefii. She checki^d Henri with of- 
tentatious compaffion, and graci'ouify 
flung at the fe^t of Amaud fome 
pieces of the money, which (he fcat- 
tered with sivlibei^l h^d as flie pro- 
ceeded throitgh the peafantry. The 
latter opened a paffage for the aharlot, 
and«ialuted them w^Ho rode jn it$ fotme 
with mufic and. dancing, .othoFsr with 
the waving of- garlands afadlftijeamers. 



XH:E THREE BROTHERS. 289 

and the ftrewing the flowers of the fear 
{on. This acclamations that had fwelled 
Amaud's throaty evaporated in a 'pain-- 
fill iigh ; and when Long life to the 
J^^rqiiis and Marchionefs! was exr 
claimed by a thoufand voices. The con^ 
trary to the Marquis and MarchioHefS ! 
he would have confirmed by a thoufand 
Amensi 

Retiring from the fcene, he ran home- 
w^ards. He furprized his mother 
iteeped in tears, to which regardlefs he 
detailed what he had beheld^ and fwops 
to ptofecute the Marquis for a bigamift. 
After a fevere ftruggle with fhame, his 
mother faid. Indeed, haft thoy lived tp 
this age with thine eyes clofed on the 
truth ? Alas ! that I fhould be obliged 
to tell thee, the Marquis is no biga« 
mift. Accurfed be fhe who attaints 
herfelf a harlot I cried Amaud^ and 
rufbed to his own chamber, wherein 
he included himfelf. Without fleep or 
foodhe fubfifted in this foUtude fo); t^re^ 

VOL. lY. a 
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•days, whilft his mother' vainly 'il>vlte<l 
him to come forth, or as vainly i"embn- 
ftrated againft her exclufi^ii, •• The hor- 
ror of the difcovery tiir^w- hiiii Suto aU 
ternate fits of melancholy aiid dlftirae- 
tton ; and wliert Ui a ftaie^ of ^eKrioii^ 
tfnconfcioufnefe he ppen'ed the door^ 
In that condition he forcibly was Con» 
veyed to bed, and lulled by a fuportfic 
draught into a wholefomeJ |tei3J>, that 
lafted many hours, but fr^ w^hfchh^ 
awoke to Tecolfeftions 'that' nearly 
cauCbd him to relapfe. Beiiide Ae bed 
fat his mother, whofe fcalded eye© and 
wan complexion denoted how WKti^h- 
ed and vigilant (he had been. ^ i^ 
attempted to recomtnend refignatibn 
and content to Arriaud, but he filericed 
her by contemptuous looks, a^d defired 
her, as ihe was not whom/iie had 
thought her to be, immediafely to ac-r 
quaint him with hen real derivation and 
condition. 

I have concealed them fnom' you hi^ 
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therto, fpake his mother; for ftill I hoped 
this moment (hould be prevented by 
your Father. Speak of him as the Mar- 
quis, Amaud advifed. She proceeded 
to relate. That in antiquity, dignity, and 
affluence, her family was equal, nay 
fuperior, to his own. But that, moft 
unfortunately for her, being a fecond 
daughter, fhe was profefled ^ Nun, 
when too young to combat the decree 
of her parents, too old to be refigned to 
it. Much about that time, Italy was 
ravaged by foreign and diffentious war- 
fare. A detachment of French ftormed 
the town in which flood the Nunnery 
wherein flic was. ITic conflagration 
reached the edifice, whence flie efcaped 
to the open country. She was now at 
liberty to feek a conveyance to her pa- 
ternal abode ; but then her reinftate- 
ment in a conveiTt would be certain. 
'A conventual life ftie detefted. Ah ! 
faid flie, frown not, Arnaud ! but at the 
cotnpulfion which divorced me. from a 

02 
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world to which I naturally was at- 
tached. In preference to it (he relin- 
quilhed country^ relationfhip, charac« 
ter; and adventurous from romantic 
youth, threw herfelf on the magnani* 
mity of a French foldier, (GeofFery of 
the Chateau) who for her better fecu- 
rity, conducted her to his Colonel* the 
i^^Iarquis, who recently was advanced 
to his inheritance. It being received 
by the family that either ihe were flain 
or burnt, they awhile lamented, but 
foon forgot her 3 fo flight was the'tran^ 
fition from a convent to a tomb. She 
now became a being folitary in the 
world as though (he were felf created* 
Yet reftlefs in her dread of the Inquifi- 
tion, fhe was forced to live with the 
Marquis in a privacy, that gave mm aa 
afcepdency over her perfon and affec- 
tions, which he ufed to tJie corrupting 
of both. So flie became mother to the 
unhappy young man (he addreflled. 
She proceeded to relate. That credu- 
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loiis to the Marquis's proteftatipns of 
inviolable faith, fhe difmiffed every in- 
quietude, lave the apprehenfion of 2 
caiua] identification^ which tormented 
her whenever (he was introduced to any 
ftranger; during the fealbn of her me- 
lancholy on account of the lofs of Lewisj. 
this fancy became k incontrolable, that, 
at length, fhe voluntarily returned to 
that reclufe tenor of life, to emerge 
wherefrom fhe formerly had facrificed fo 
much. Yet providence^ faid fhe,^ hath 
puniftied me in my offspring; and this 
conclufive fhroke it hath referved to fink 
mc into the grave. The journey, in 
which you, my poor Arnaud ! were 
(b difaflered by captivity and perfonal 
injury, ;vvascaufed by a regal mandate 
to the Marquis forthwith to repair to 
Paris. Obftinate in his prejudice of 
your dejith, he profecuted that journey, 
and left me in Languedoc difpofreiTed 
of the means for your refcue until four 
njonths were expired : alas ! a quicker 



o 3 



294 THE THREE BROTHERS* 

deliverance, I often have thouglit, 
might have prevented fo complete a 
ruin of your beauty. O God ! cried 
Arnaud, fav not fo, left in the. feHnefs 
of my dcfpair, I anathemize ye both; 

His mother continued ; I have fince 
found out that, about that time, he fell 
in love with a lady, of whom I knew no 
more than that Ihe is a countrywoman 
of mine, who was forced by the def- 
truftion of the French and their party 
at Pavia, to take refuge in Paris. .How 
Jong he hath violated his faith to me 
may be judged from the .age of the boy 
you faw, who is the firft and only fruit 
of their marriage. Her recent reftora-* 
tion to her family demefnes ba-s obliged 
the Marquis to treat her with greater 
deference \ indeed, an Inability longer 
to detain her in . the capital was : his 
chief-excufe to me for dire£ting liiy re^ 
moval from the Chateau, and Exiling 
me to this place. 

The name of your family ? aflted 
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Arnaud. Is buried in a heart that ever 
fhall reftrain it from my tongue, replied 
his Mother. I know your ralhnefs, my^ 
fon ; and dare not confide in it. Nor 
are you more ignorant than your father, 
to whom would all my condufl: had 
been wafy as- in that particular ! for 
when I did fcruple atoureje£tion from 
the Chateau, he darkly fpake of juf- 
ticef and the inquifition, as though he 
wiftied me to dread that he would de- 
liver me into its hands. Barely (lie 
could deliver thefe words for the fobs 
and fighs that- broke her utterance, 
whilft Amaud's heart heaved curfcs 
which his brain refufed to regulate, his 
tongue to word. At length, he criedj' 
Yeii' I do fufpeft thou loveft him. I 
own" it is my misfortune, fobbed the 
Mother. Fiamii^ with indignation, 
Arnaud fprung from his fuccumbent 
pofition, and feizcd her hands. She 
was terrified at his probable fit of deli- 
rium, and bent on her powerlefs knees^ 

o i 
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Swear, cried Arnaud, fwear, fo may 
God help you as you be faithful, never 
more to minifter to his wanton hours. 
Swear to return to that chaftity, which 
would to God, thou hadft died rather 
than broke. Swear, or I will not an- 
fwer for myfelfT I do fwear, articu- 
lated tho. trembling mother -, and (he 
folemnly abjured the Marquises bed, 

Arnaud's admiration of the extraor-^ 
dinary and the horrific, reconciled him- 
to himfelf, as to a perfon diftinguifiied 
from a promifcuOua worlds by a birth 
brought about in defpite of the ordi* 
nances of God and of o^an. It was 
fo grateful to his pride tq think that the 
lives of his father and mothet depended 
on his refraintnent . from . impeaching 
them to the Church» that he felt as 
though he difcharged the debt pfexift- 
ence, by permitting them to furvive. 
^rhis confid6ration propitiated hb fpirit 
of revenge, and kept him in ideal im- 
portance now the reality wais loft } yet. 
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there were paroxyfms of regret, whej\ 
he would almoft refolve to terminate a 
family in the flames of faggots, which 
had originated in the flames of cupidity. 
But tbefe refleftions were confumed in 
theif own fire ; and that melancholy, 
which had been habitual to Arnaud in 
the iirft confcioufnefs of his deformity,, 
now revived with redoubled force. He 
regarded obje^ through the medium 
of his owjQ wretchednefs 5 and in cach^ 
hjB difcovered a caufe for forrow, as did 
tb^; weeping Hypochondriac of old. 
He would fophifticate the tendency of 
the revelations of an hereafter bleffedr* 
Befe, and fay. That Aey were meant to 
discomfort us with our prefcnt ftate. 
On this principle he condemned all 
ijgns.of contentment as profane, and 
would grieye even to fobs, that a man 
could be fo unfeeUng of his own mifery 
as tQ indulge in mirth :. in himfelf a 
fmile.WBS.but ibrrow in difguife, and 
jocularity a voice feigned by his woe r - 

05. 
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Nor was he unfupported by what he 
conceived to be efficient proofs ; and 
ihus they were digefted. The creation, 
though folemnized by jubilee, endures 
in melancholy, which feems infufed into 
every thing, whether animate or inani- 
mate. The original tunes of all nations 
are of the folemn or ferious caft 5 raerry 
tunes are the refult of feientific combi- 
nations; they are the inventions pf ar- 
tifts, while the former are gettuine :. io 
inftruments, artlefsly ftruck, yield 'un- 
fprightly and dolorous founds. 'The 
human voide uhiverfally inclines to ac- 
cents and cadences of plaintivenefs ; fo 
that the earlieft rebukes to children are 
to make them fpeak lively. The cries 
of brutes are almoft ' unexceplionably 
piteous. Nature throughout is under 
the fame influence ; (he J^edews the 
face of the i^arih. with tears, and whei> 
Ihe {peaks, it is a provocation- to 
mournfulnefs : for to whom : did the 
winds ever blow^, the 'waters pour^ or 



THE THJtE'E BROTHERS. 299 

the thunders roar cheerfully ? Alas! 
(he feems to lament her own exiftence, 
and to grdtulate .that fuicidal cataf- 
trophcv to Vhich phyiicians fay her mo- 
tions tend. • ' ' 

About a ra<i4th . was elapfed fince 
the Marcjuis hod introduced his wife 
and child into the Chajtcau j when one 
day, about noon, a carriage flopped 
before -- the habitation of Arnaud and 
his mother. The attention of the for- 
mer was caught by fo uncommon an 
occurrence, and he peeped through the 
trellifes of a front window. Amaze- 
ment would not permit him to apprize 
his mother of her vifitors, before they 
alighted ; and, in the perfons of the 
Marchionefs and Henri, ' intruded the 
room, unceremonious in annunciation 
or apology. With equal indelicacy the 
Marchionefs addreffed the mother to 
the purport, lliat underltanding flie 
for many years had been houfekeeper 
to the Marquis, \\l \vas her defire to 

6 ^ 



300 THE THREE BR<JTHERS. 

know whether (he were retired on an 
adequate provifion. The irony that in 
her defpite accented hel- tones^ and 
poh'flied her eyes^ "betrayed that to 
fcrutinize and infuk were her motives 
in this dlflimulation. The mother was 
confounded, and pbwerlefs to fpeak; 
and Arnaud's promptnefs to retort fhe 
filenced by a look woeful to ghaftlineft, 
which caufed him to advert to Henri, 
who flood tittering' at him from befide 
the Marchionefs. Continued the latter, 
I have inftituted an almonry, to which 
you may have daily accefs by (hewing 
this ticket. This flie proffered with 
haughty condefcenfion. 

To Arnaud's confufion, his mother'^ 
liand mechanically presented itfelf, and 
received the ticket ; while a tri- 
umphant ridicule gilded the afpefl: of 
the Marchionefs, who then direfted 
herfelf to him. My fon is Unprovided 
with a page of ability to attend or fua- 
vity to humour Mm. Though your 
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appearance be repulfive, cuSora, I 
know, can reconcile to deformities 
even more flioicking. I am wHlmg to 
believe Aat you be qualified for iuch 
a fiation by humility^ patiei1ce> ai3[idu< 
ity, gratitude, and a general inefFenr 
fivenefs of charaftejr. Still will be re- 
quifite vouchers of your inlegrity, fo- 
briety, and difcretion. If they be fa- . 
tisfa£tory» you fliall be promoted to 
that office^ having firft perfomied a 
noviciate, that . y oto ^oung Lord may 
judge if you can . \pkafe him; the 
readieft mode to compafs which,, will 
be never to thwart him in the .flighteft 
degree, Arnaud's paflions were too 
big for more utterance than, I never 
will thwart him twice* for my firft 
fervice fliall be to nail his accurfed* 
.heart with this poinard. Thns termi- 
nated aft interview, which occ»fioned. 
a ferics of fainting fits to Ae unhappy 
mother ; to whom, wifieil fhe tjioft. ' re- 
qiiiredtiaaquility, the angry Mgrqu^ 
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fignified his wilJ, that fhe immediately 
ihould retire from the Marquifate to 
a lone viHa, diflant as the borders of 
the Lionois, and » not many miles, fo 
Arnaud told me, /from this identical 
Monaftery. 

Now that Arnaud tvas baniflied the 
' fphere of his former dignity, he under- 
went the unreftrained malevolence or 
wantonnefs of ridicule or ftrifture an 
his disfigurement^ againft : which his 
own tongue hitherto had only, dared to 
rail. . On embarlfing in^ a -boat, that 
ferried paflfenger$" over a river in the 
vicinityj the boat-mafter, willing to 
venture a fere for a jeft, demanded of 
him two- fous extraordinary 5 at the 
fame time pointing to his (houlder, and 
feying, *Twas cuftomary. to pay fo 
much for aAy additional burthen. Ar- 
naud was fd confounded, that he ac- 
tually paid the money. One day, when 
pafling through the neighbouring vil- 
I^g^* Hn unfeeling urchin called to bimj 



^> 
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What, my young mafter! is your (houl- 
dcr going to lay -in, tbi?t iris grown fo 
bulky? . This jeft was gc*ilerali2:6d 
among the\V!llagerfe ; fo that Arriaud's 
pregnancy -was their- ufual' derli^mina- 
tion of any peribnal proje^lion ; and if 
he were defcrieid hfrfteming' along, he 
affuredly was ^U(fefti6ned> Whether he 
were not g6ing for a midwife. 

AggrelTions, fo unprovoked, pierced 
Arnaud to'the very heart. -Often'ds he 
thought on the alciom' of fh^ philofo- 
phers, ITiat the voice of the people is 
the voice of God, fo. ofteti he would 
exclaini, THeii atti I iii verity detefla- 
ble, for all are unanimous to condemn 
me! Yet whence- arifes it, that While 
other pejrfanal calamities tlkcite com- 
paffion and condolence/ miine, alone, 
induces fcofFsj difguft, aiid'abhorrence ^ 
C^n tbey-bplieve, thata devilifli fpirit 
having enter^dthis form, it is fentenced 
by God,, ai* was the ferpent of old, 
cverlaftingJy to gtovel along the earth ? 
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Do they bot know that I once was 
heavenly perfeft? Alasl what did i 
do deferving of this change?^ Yet foola 
they are^ to ^fteen^ the body tj^pical of 
the fiwil ! Were it; fo^ co»ld {<^ many 
of them . walk . upti^tiy ? Then he 
would carefe his aif^£|tk>nate' dog, and 
fay, Ah, poor Pepipj thy . attachment 
confutes the do£irinea of Pythagoras^ 
for hmnaiQ bceaif .cannot hoaft thy. 
friendly and gfatefuL ardour : qr, eife, 
man being the worfe brutf, H$ fpirit 
is exalted not debafed by ^e tranfipfiir 
gration. ,.N(^ only w.a& Arhaud affaifed 
with pequJiaf rflfltfifons, but the de-^ 
forraitie^ of others were reproached 
through hjis. Generally when he 
paffed chUdren at thieir fports, the pa* 
rents w^uld ex^clainly Gome away, my 
dears! thete's Richard. behind, and his 
back is up : doiibly alluding to dats in 
their attitude of angei>. and. tp Ihaf 
awful compound of mental and bidily 
deformities, Richard the Y o&ifti Tihoie 
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recent ufurpatkm of the Englifh thttwie^ 
and murder of his youthful nephews^ 
had excited horror -and commiferatioD 
in almoft every peafant of the neigh* 
bouring kingdoms. They call me a 
Richard, cried Arnaud, and Providence 
infpires. them ; for' who befide caa 
know that there are in my mind emo* 
tions congenial to thofe in a Richard ^ 
Amaud indaced on himfelf additional 
pbioquy, by frankly exprefltng his fymi^ 
pathy for a wretch, whom^ he iavr 
racked on the wheel for the murder of 
a peafant girl, who reje£led his fbllcita- 
tions on account of his de&rmity. But 
the criiis of defamation was yet to be 
attained. It was the delivery of a wo* 
man in the neighbourhood^ of a . child 
fimilarly ihaped to Amaud^ to extreme 
horror at whofe appearance, when id 
an early ftage of pregnancy, (he attri-^ 
buted it. It was in vain to argue that 
Nature generally was wiHul in fuch 
produ£lions : eath peafant fancied ium^ 
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fclf the probable father of a hunch- 
backed fon, and united with his fellows 
to fcare the wretched Arnaud from 
fight of their dwellings. Hunted like 
a wild bcaft to the wildernefs, this de- 
fpairing youth would cry. Had I ever 
doubted a fecond life^ the anguifli of 
this one could convince me. God hath 
affixed his feal on me^ ias on the firft^ 
bom } alas> on me and on my o&pring i^ 
for if fight of me could work thus much^ 
l^hat could not theeffence? Comfort 
cheers not my profpeft^ for marry 1 
dare riot, left the womb of my wife 
become an. hereditary lazaretto, teem- 
ing a brood of ihonfters like myfelf. 
Then, he would ferment. to frenzy, and 
exclaim. Ha ! and is it really ordained 
that fin and feature only be hereditary ? 
Do the virtues, wifdom, and qualities 
of the foul, accompany it to' Heaven ; 
while the vices, humours^ and damned 
pafiions of the /fleffi, are entailed on our 
offspring? — rPrieft, I will fpare thine 
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(Jar, hy leaving to thine imagination 
how impibufly a young man maybe 
expe&ed to rave, who in the injuftice 
of his feIIow*creatures conceits that he 
difcovers the. adverfity 6f his Creator. 
• His mother's attempts to givd him 
i;eIigious comfort he fcomedi and 
when ihe reminded .bimi that fiobmon 
did 0ot not.ftik for beauty but (tri(!ddinj 
And . wifdy he a&edr replied Arnaud> 
fool as he ; was before. Wercia blcffing 
fubmitted to my choice^ I woiild &y^ 
Be it my immediate, diflfolution. I 
think, faid his ihother, aiid ihe ihrove 
to fmile, thatryourcotaldwilh better.— 
Yes, adjoined tAi»a(ud, for .that tviflx 
fliouki . ,bej SHw^t I etier hadr remained 
unborn.. . . ' ." . . 

Hi^ days were hqlv gec^rally wafted^ 
in jthe obfpAitity ^JfeU chamber, which 
h^ feldom ejuchang^d , but for tj^ rdimr 
nefs :o.f i)igbt,' wh^» hi^ own (hadow 
ceafed to perfequte him \yith jts attends 
ance. Did hft g^. albroad, bis walks 
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were many miles excurfive from his 
dwelling, and in the moft private parts 
of the country, through which he un- 
willingly ftnick to avoid the attention 
that was edged by derifion. 

So iliocking was this reproacfafud life 
to Arnaud's vanity, pride,, and ambi- 
tion, that when Charles the Fifth in^^ 
vaded the South o€ France, he trailer*^ 
oufiy d^beiated whether he would not 
revolt from his country, and join the* 
hoft of her eiemies. ' Fear way not hrs 
neftraint, for thus he refle^ed : When 
I conflder that fo inftin£t is my nature 
With difeale, that the feeds of diffokrtiart 
are bom in me > that £> complex and 
fragile is my conftru^tion^ 3 cannot fiir 
abroad without harzardrng by an acci- 
dental ftrain or falU the mortal fraSure 
of fome bone or artery ;, that the air I 
breathe, - beirjg coTfrupted- 5y my neigh*^ 
hours, infe€ts me with di(c!tders> front 
which I before might b^ free 3 wWa 
confideritig thus, 1^ fee that my whole 
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life Is a comm«in|on with death, and 
^at I oanaot have an aflarance of jny 
furviving the pveCsoit minute, in the 
name of Godi what reafon can I find 
to foe a coward in my appreheniions of 
a field of battle ? Its chief terror is 
the viability of 4e«lh in the various 
engines ufed to accelerate it ; its chief 
horror death's diverfe imagery in car* 
cafle^ ihattered and mutilabed. Itre«* 
quires but little, courage to open our 
eyes to that deaths on whom we are fb 
fond of keeping them ihut, as all muft 
one time do it ; add but little philofo- 
phy to decide that death be ftill the 
fame, however variotifly it be brought 
about. Who, that lok^s into a medi- 
cinal book, fhall not fee an hiftbry of 
diforders inoidental to himfelf, more 
formidable and numerous than .all the 
warlike ' engines invented fince the 
world exifted ? Would each man coftr 
fider the fwords and mufiquets. oppofed 
to him^ as emblematical of the depca^ 
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vations in his own blood, no more 
could he dread the enemy, than he 
dreads himfelf ; for to every man him- 
felf is his worft enemy. The very 
means of life are its bittereft adverfitiesJ 
To eat, drink, fleep, or perform any 
animal funftkin unv^ifely, being peri- 
lous to out being ; wherefore do the 
epicure, the debauchee, and either clafs 
of fenfuilifts^ look death as often in the 
face, as does the fighting foldier. 
Likewife will our intemperate admira- 
tion of any daring exhibition be coin- 
pofed by the refleftion. That the frail 
tenure of being cannot be more atte- 
nuated ; fo that it is not in the audacity 
of man to put his life to greater riiks, 
than it is put by its own nature. Thus 
Providence hath ordained heroes in 
us all. 

The fame profound fenfe that made 
Amaud dauntlefs by death, in teaching 
him how infecure is life, . like wife con- 
vinced him. That he, who can be 
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kicked enougli to defert his country in 
a paroxyfm of refentment, does it a be- 
neficial riddance, without advantaging 
himfelf. Though, for a time, he may 
indulge in the vain fancy that, being 
mifled, he is regretted, he certainly 
fliail be humbled by the experience 
that they, to whom he revolted, neither 
refpeft or value him. For the wreak- 
ing bis revenge on his countrymen, he 
iKali' be abhorred by either psu-ty ; till 
xronvinced that individual enmity is, not 
to be gratified by general cruelty, he 
Ihall be tormented with felf-reproach. 
His paflions will fubfide, but the refto- 
ration of ireaibn, a blefling to other 
meiii to him will be the origin of per- 
petual anguilh of confcience, and fruit- 
leflhefs erf" repentance. He will live a 
pebfioner and an alien, and when he 
die, epitaphs cannot be compofed to 
celdbrate either his patriotifm, fortitude, 
or refignation; be will stnfwer tollea- 
v.en £3r his defalcatioil in thbfe viitue^. 
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and then (hall he fifid. That to be trai- 
terous to your country, is to be traiter- 
ous to the God who placed you there. 

Amaud, one day, ftraggled to a 
quarter of the country diflinft from any 
whereto he, as yet, had refdrted. It 
happened that while he was engaged 
in his ufual fearch for unpc^ular walks, 
a lady was borne by an unruly horfe 
towards him. His native gaMantiy 
overcame, his baihfulnefs ; he ran forth, 
dcaught the bridle, detained the animal^ 
and delivered the affrighted equeftrian. 
Not kfs grateful than fair, ihe induced 
Arnaud to enter her habitation, which 
ilood in a reclufe but romantic fituation. 
From that time he repeatedly vifited 
her; and the five leagues that lay be* 
tween her dwelliiig and his, he would 
traverfe with ^ tmabating ' an ardour 
as if they were but fo many furlongs. 
Bellifance, for fo familiarly ihe encou-r 
raged Amaiad to .entitle her, was young, 
fprightly, hand&ni/^,! arid witty .5 but in 
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all more fpecioufly than pofitively fa. 
She poffeffed fentiments of honour, but 
her extravagant mode of expreffino- 
them intimated that her tongue wiflied 
to enhance the reputation of her heart. 
Indeed, Arnaud often combated his 
own fufpicion that her charafter were 
imperfea -, yet the attendant idea, that 
by the deference with which he treated 
her, fhe was confoled for the difrefpeft 
of the world, penetrated to his heart. 
When he compared the vifible pleafure 
fhe received frqm his compaijy and 
converfatibn, with the contumely, 
which, of laJte, he had endured, fo ex- 
traordinary was the contraft, that he, at 
length, ceafed to fcruple the perfuafion 
that flie was tenderly inclined to him. 
It is inconceivable by any other than a 
creature fimilarly wretched in his de- 
formity, with what ecftacy Arnaud 
brooded on the poffibility of his having 
atchieved the attachment of a Vemale. 
No longer he hated the perfon fhe b'e^ 
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held with complacency ; no longer he 
feared its derifion ; for it feemed that 
by yielding to him her love, (he in- 
vefted him with her beauty. Oblivion 
fwallow^ed his paft woes and defpair, 
and happinefs and hope were regene- 
rated in his mind. His eyes were fo 
retentive of her charming perfon, that 
they beautified, as her effigy, w^homfo- 
ever they were obliged to regard ; and 
it was with difficulty that his orgahs of 
utterance could be attuned to other 
pronunciation than the melody of her 
name. Bellifance was fo conftant to 
his tongue,. that often he was on the 
point of addreffing his mother by that 
appellation ; an inadvertency he much 
feared, as he was yet too fore from paft 
fcoffs and cenfure, to brave their repe- 
tition by a boafting of his conqueft. 
B^fides, fuch circumfpeftion and re- 
ferve added to his- vanity in the con- 
nexion, by fliadowing it with the hue 
of intrigue, Th^ Arnaud fo exceed- 
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ingly Qiould be tranfported by his paf- 
fion is not to be wondered at*. Who is 
unbleffed with lifters, is ignorant of 
fome of the choiceft fentiments and 
feelings of human nature : his heart, 
unrefined by the angeliq medium of 
fraternal afFeftion, leaps at once from 
the chill of filial duty, to the ardour of 
fexual love. Being without that chaise 
and tender kindred, Arnaud was unac- 
cuilomcd to receive any token of kind- 
nefs from woman of his own age ; con- 
fe-quently, the mereft trait of partiality 
in his new acquaintance, was favour- 
ably interpreted by a heart, which for 
fo long a time had yearned with its 
folitary amoroufnefs, as to be delighted, 
almoft to delirium, by the profpeft of 
its reciprocation. Yet fo infurmount- 
able was, Amaud's pride, that, notwith- 
ftanding his own love for Bellifance, 
and exultation in the imaginary pofTef- 
fion of her*s, he difdained the thought 
of foliciting her hand, becaufe of cer- 

p 2 
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tain ambiguities in her mode of fife. 
She maintained an elegant habitation 
and an appropriate eftabh'fliment with- 
out any difcernible means. She lived 
aloof from the neighbourhood, and in 
fo conftant a folitarinefs, that Arnaud 
never beheld any vifitor, except once, 
when approaching at an hour of the 
morning uncuftomarily early, he dif- 
fantly defcried a Chevalier, attended 
by horfemen, ride away from the gar- 
den gate. Bellifance acknowledged 
him to be a friend to whom (he was 
much obliged; but further refpefling 
him or herfelf (he would not anfwer, 
fave that, juft before the commence- 
ment of her acquaintance with Arnaud, 
(he had come from a diltant province, 
and was entirely uninformed of more 
than the name of that in which (he was 
fettled. 'Certainly, Arnaud had little 
tight to reproach her difingenuoufnefs, 
•when he was equally fo in all that re- 
lated to his own family; and even im- 
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pofed on her by a fiftitious name, which 
he affumed in dlfdain and deteftation 
of his paternal one. 

Arnaud had now compaffed his 
twenty third year, yet was without dif • 
tinftion or even place in fociety, for 
which he unreafonably fefufed to ftrivt, 
unlefs he were brought forward agree- 
ably to his genius and birth. Mean- 
time the Marchionefs was dead,.9nd 

'Henri enjoyed the honburs of fuccef- 
fion, to the Marquifate, which caufed 
Arnaud to hate him the more as tlve 
ufurper of hi?, own rights. But jiow 
was fulfilled the monftrous cataflroph^. 
Arnaud was returning from a (bJi- 
tary ftroll, which had bee.n fw,eeten«d 
by meditations on Bellifartce. The 
twilight, left by. the finking fun, en- 
veloped every object in a guiltvob- 

,fcurity. On re-entering his mot'jcj'i 
boufe, he heard her voice pieau;..^; 
with an earncflnefs, that ftr-iined it 

' to the fhrillnefs.of diftrefs,:againft fome 

p 3 
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meafure, with which the Marquis, 
alnioft as emphatically, infiftcd on her 
compliance. At firft Arnaud paufed 
from iiirprife, but the audience of a 
few words fufpended him in a pofture 
of curiofity, that gradually was numbed 
to raotionlefs horror. In a fudden fit of 
lewdnefs, the Marquis was perfuading 
the woman, whom he had abufed, 
and once put away, to return to the 
Chateau, and renew her former ftate 
of wicked concubinage. Her mention 
of Arnaud he outvoiced with curfes, 
and the propofal to turn him adrift 
on a world, where, at worft, he might 
acquire a fubfiftepce by the exhibi- 
tion of himfelf a& a fpeftacle of de- 
formity, Arnaud was implacably wroth, 
and a louder cry . from his mother, 
as though (he dreaded the prefent in- 
fraftion of her oath, direfited his hand> 
by its own mechanical funftions, to 
a ftiletto that depended from the wall. 
He unhooked and concealed it in his. 
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vefture, clofe to a heart that could 
have envenomed its point. He thcsi 
pufhed into the room, where ftrng;^led 
his mother againft his father. They 
feparated at his appearance, and the 
former addreffed to him a recapitu- 
lation of what he had heard. , The 
Marquis would have retired,but Arnaud 
obviated him with the ftiletto pointed 
truly to his bread. With a threat to 
drive it through^ his heart did he re- 
fufe,. he commanded him to fwear 
to the marrying that woman to whom 
he yet bore love. The Marquis was in 
a ftate of voluptuous cnerA^ation that 
incapaciated his powers of refiftancc; 
and awed by the ghaftly refolutenefs 
in Arnaud's looks, he temporized, 
deceitfully repeating the oath, word 
for word, as it was dilated to him. 
Arnaud triumphantly turned to bis 
mother, kifled her hand with d flem- 
bled reverence, and hailed her by the 
dignity erf* Marchionefs :. his father ah- 

p 4 
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fconded while he was engrofled by 
wonder at her unrejoiced but ago- 
nized countenance. Inquiry gave birth 
to the abominable concealment. The 
woman, whom the Marquis had wedd- 
ed, was fifler to her, whom he had 
feduced : that only fifter, for whofe 
aggrandizement flie had been immUr- 
ed la a coirvent, for whofe conve- 
nience (he, fo many years fubfequent- 
}y, was baniflied irom her abode. 
The mother made not the drfcovery 
till the Marchiotiefs vifited her, fbr 
of every particular of the latter's name, 
family, and fortunes, fhe was kept in 
ignorance by the fame arts in the 
Marquis, which had made her -doubt 
•the rumour of his marriage, until be 
orally confirmed it. Now that Arnaud 
underflood her humble trepidation, 
during th^t memorable interview, to 
proceed from horror at the difcovery, 
and terror of being <difcovered, he 
ceafed to blame it. Yet his fecret 
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foul dieted on the revealment, for to 
know that Henri were the child of 
inceft, reconciled him to his own ille- 
gitimate and irreligious death. 

The next morning, while abroad 
reflefting on thefe wonderful coinci- 
dences, he was forcefully arrefted, and 
tranfported to the manfion of the 
Judge of the Diftri6l, which flood 
many miles diftant. After a tedious . 
and anxious hour, he was arraigned 
before the Judge, whofe fevere afpe6}, 
and judicial array, boded a ferious 
procedure. Some one was heard to 
approach ; immediately the doors were 
unfolde4 with , much ftate, while the 
Judge obfequioufly bowed and grinn- 
ed. To his amazement Arnaud be- 
held his father enter, and confront 
him as an acculer.. But how pungent 
were his feelings when he heard the 
accufation ! . ( , , 

The Marquis, with afFefiied vehe- 
ration for an authority, which jpftyi- 

p 5 
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oufly be had <5^rupted ta his ends^^ 
addreffed .it ia. terms, whereof the fol- 
lowing are an* abridgement. Ah, my 
Lord, twd-were the offspring of this 
delicate union,, of whom the elder 
was fupremely endowed. How in a 
journey, hitherward from the eaftern 
frontiers, l>e was Idft, no 6ne can be 
Ignorant ;• wherefore, I do befeech you 
to fpare me firoiTi recounting his ftran- 
gulation by this miftaken hand, froni 
which the darling of my heart felL 
dead as the earth that received him,. 
I a£led from that convi£iion, and en- 
deavoured to Gonfole the mother ; but 
ftronger in. lave to her^ebild, than in 
her own judgement^- flie cheriflied au 
unwife infidelity of his death ; and, 
'during niy abfenee at ce-urt, where 
my authority was ihdifpenlible to affairs 
of ibvereignity, flie eflfe£led> as Ihe 
conceived, his recovery. When I return- 
ed aftir an abfencre of fevera4 months> 
-judge Jbow high muft be my aftonifh- 
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ment to have this ill favored yoi^th 
prefented to me- for my fon. I havQ 
foid, my .Lord, that my loft chil(J 
fiipreaicly, was eadow^d ;. mdeed, h,^ 
wa^jbe epjtqme ,0^ all thajt is lovel)} 
and graceful: tell me,. I requeil yoju> 
is thereat fl^#id©w of fimilarity to t^fij 
perfeaiqns in^tlys young, mafi^.,!;!^ 
fliould authorlfs me to believe }i\it\ 
that foil ? I fee that you do «ot woiuier 
I refifted the impofition whiGj^.^j;!;»as 
put on tliq mot\ier; y^t I dared^ po^ 
ta undeceive il^ery f^s .1 feared afecgi^ 
r.Iik of her life. I'herefpre I deferred 
that ftep;.. but foon after^a th^ .extr^ 
ordinary lofs of her fecond fon mcreaiib4 
her affe^iion for this vy retched fqbl^r 
tute for the^fi|:(li and was to my tea- 
dernefs an additional reafon not to de^ 
privc heir of him*. . 

Thus,, my Lord,j by qn- impru^nt, 

.tbough it cannot be ftyled . an _uii- 

.amiable humanity, an.ali^n was perj- 

mitted tp domeftic^tft Iq my - fanfiiljj, 

B 6 
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till he arrogated to himfelf the diftinc- 
tions 'of hint, of whom he was fo 
vile a reprefentative. How 5 haVe been 
recompenfed, hearken. His fpirrt hath, 
of itfelf, long difproved' any kindred 
Co mine, by breaking forth into an 
unfiHal repugnance to Whatfoever I 
corAmanded, injoined, or advifed : till 
only laft night, he offered to perpe- 
trate* what he could not know for 
cthferwife than a parricide, by deno- 
ittihiting me father in the fame breath 
that he threatened to urge his dagger 
through iny heart. The iilence of the 
Marquis, as though he were over- 
whelmed • with affifilion^ was the cue 
to* the farroUnding creatures to vent 
their admiration of his conduft, and 
their abhorrence of Arnaud, by whom 
it fo ungratefully was repaid, 
^ At length the Marquis refumed, and 
•after many aggravations of, and ftric- 
turcs on the fi£litious Arqaud's crimi* 
oiality^ concluded in thefe wo^ds. Had 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 32*5 

he ever deported himfelf becomingly, I 
fliould have bad as much fcrupuloufnefs, 
on his account, to come to this ex- 
planation, as ever I had on the account 
of bis reputed mother. But finbc he 
has forced me to it, I fee no more 
certain mode of corroborating my words, 
than by throwing him from my hands 
into thofe of the law. My Lord, for- 
afmuch that I impeach him of at- 
tempting my life, I am warranted to 
infill on the forfeiture of his own, but, 
in confideration that he has fome- 
tirae borne the name de Souvricour, 
I entreat, my Lord, if it may be, that 
you will mitigate hi$ condemnation 
to a banifhment to the royal gallies. 
Af|ter fome objcftions to fo undeferved 
a , lenity, and many compliments to 
the benevolence that diSated it, the 
Judge aflented to the Marquis's deiire. 
Without liberty to fpealc in his de- 
•fence, Arnaud heard himfelf fentenced 
to the gallies U>t life; after which 
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he was committed to a gloomy eon^ 
£nement in the fame houfe. 

The third day of his fecluficHi offered 
a moment favorable to his efcape from 
it; but now Amaud fell into that 
vice, .fo common among mankind^ 
of neglefting providential opportuni?- 
tie&. What at firft retained him from, 
profiting by it, was the painful 50a- 
^deration. If he were fa maltreated 
by .the author o£^ his beings what had 
he a right to expeQ from a-ftrange 
world?. The demon, of revqnge alfo 
dictated to him, that by fleeing he 
purified hi& father frosn the crime of 
his undoing. Refle£lion abforbed either 
fcruple, and he decided,. That the 
world holds opeji arms to him who 
can impeach any one emineat in it; 
and that,, to endeavor. a crime is as 
wicked, in the eyes of God, as^to. 
confumraatc it : wherefore had- the 
Marquis attained that pitch in damna- 
tion, beyond which worfe cjapngt 
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he mcurred: I'hfe approacli of the 
JailoF caufed" his- foul to jump withki 
bim; and he tWoughtleffly rirfhed to 
the uncircumfcribed ccointry. He fooa. 
found that purfuit was gaining on hira^ 
and but jaft bad time to deviate into- 
a thicket, before the officeis approach- 
ed the plaee. They haftened paft^ 
uttering exclamations of wonder at 
their being ouiftript by one, whom 
nature fo heavily had burthened^ Ar* 
naud remained- in his privacy during, 
the better part of an bour^ being du- 
bious what courfe- ta take. . At lafl:, 
he decided nol to return tahis mothet's 
abode, as her moil zealous affection 
could not prote£l him from the Marquis, 
who would be fore to make queft for 
him there* There -remained then no 
ether refuge befide the habitation of 
^llifance, to which, with great ciir- 
cumfpeftion, he repaired. 

When Arnaud faw her countenance 
rejoice at fight of him, every proud 
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and fentimental fcniple was confumed 
by the fierccnels of his love. He 
paifionately offered to marry her, and 
alfo propofed their removaF to feme 
diftant country, where he vowed to 
toil for her fiibfiftance. He expeQed 
that the facrifice he made of his prin- 
ciplesy fliould be reciprocated on her 
part, by a relinquilhment of her pre- 
fent comforts and luxuries. What was 
the anfwer (he uttered with touch 
deeper oonfufion, than Arnaud now 
heard with furprife and horror. She 
confefled herfelf to be concubine of a 
Nobleman in that country. The better 
realon we (hould flee it> faid Arnaud. 
Alas> Bellifance replied^ no more than 
any other man's is your love immor- 
tal, and when it died, how would 
you reproach me on accbuht of the dif- 
reputation to which you were matfched : 
I know you, Arnaud. My love, cried 
Arnaud, ever will depend on the 
reciprocation of yourj. He ftood op- 



THE THREE BROTH'ERS. 329 

pofite to a mirror, and fliuddered when 
he fpake of love. Replied BelUfance, 
Him, who refcues me from a life fo 
ofFenfivc to my feelings, I cannot but 
love as a man; but him, who will 
reftore me to virtue, to charafter and 
refpeftability, him I muft venerate for 
an angel. Arnaud's exclamation. Then 
I will be that angel, was checked 
by the dawning of a derifion from Bel- 
Ufance. In reality, (lie was of that 
rharacter not unetnttmon among women 
who leid diffokite live^. Though fa- 
railiarized to 'vice, neither had flic 
loft memory or admiration of virtue. 
Wherefore, when (he' found one fin- 
cerely ignorant of what (he was, in 
his fociety flie was flattered and de- 
lighted ; as by him (he was diftin- 
guilhed with all that refpeft, which 
(he had deplored as eternally for- 
feited; and alfo permitted to utter, 
without apprehen(ion of ridicule, fen^ 
timents on which (he prided herfelf^ 
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though living in their daily yiolatroiK 
They, who can conceive how honorary 
is the breathing of virtue, will not 
in the leaft wonder that a harlot could 
feel the greateft pleafure at the liberty 
of talking like an honeil woman* 
Had Arnaud brought her to an or* 
dinary teft, (he would have comported 
herfelf gracefully as the emptying a 
purfe, or any other fuch aft allows -y 
but to be required to forfake at once 
all her prefent enjoyments^ and wan- 
der through the world at large> was 
a propoGtion from which (he recoiled^ 
however intimately it were allied to 
that virtue flie protefted. Yet (he 
was fc fearful of riiking Arnaud's ef- 
teem^ which fhe valued proportionr- 
ably to his underftanding and haugh- 
tinefs^ that to efcape that confequence 
of arefufal, fhe evaded a pofitive 
anfwer through all the intrijcacies of 
a long difcuflion. 

When Arnaud imagined that it only 
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was her confcious unworthinefs which 
withheld her affent, there was heard 
the trampling of hories. A confidante 
critically appeared, and warned Bcl- 
lifauce that her lover approached. 
She direfted Arnaud to retire and 
conceal himfelf, but he furioufly gave 
anfwer. That he would remain, and 
debate the right to her with whofo- 
ever chofe to enter. You will ruin 
me, for already he is in the court, 
faid Bellifance, and fmote her hands 
together : Arnaud's eyes accompanied 
hers, till they fell on an objeft, at 
view of which his cheeks whitened, 
his fight dimmed, his other fenfes de- 
ferted him; he tottered, groaned, and 
fwooned. 

When recovered, he found himfelf 
ftretched on a couch in another apart^ 
ment, whereto he was tranfported by 
Bellifance, vvith the aid of her Con- 
fidante. As the fenfe of hearing re- 
turned, he li^ii bis fair attendants 
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confide each to the other, how vaft 
_ was her amazement at his fudden 
diforder. To exclude the leaft review 
of Bellifancc he covered his eyes with 
his hand, and then faid, Ah, wretched 
woman 1 haft th6u deceived tne, or 
art thou honeftly ignorant that he, 
who unchaftely penfions thee, is father 
to hini, who, but this moment, fought 
thee in marriage ? Oh, God ! that fhe, 
whom fo fweetly I .love, ihould be 
her, whom a million tiiwes I have de- 
. nounced with bittereft breath, when 
tongues- di4 rumor pf a; miftrefs 
maintained in this country by my laf- 
civious fire ^ However incnedible to 
-thee, fon to fhe Marquis I am, my 
name Arnaud de Souvricour. . ' He tbea 
briefly ftated, in a flyle of complaint, 
how direful an enemy was that father 
,to him. His paflions heated to mad- 
-nefe as he concluded the .horrible re- 
capitulation ; and, in a ruthlefs manacnt, 
' he demanded of Beilifance the in- 
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veiglement of the Marquis into his 
powen Bellifance declined fo fliock- 
ing a propofal ; but magnanimoufly 
offered him that concealment, which 
he had hoped to obtain in her houfe. 

Juft then the Marquis was impatient 
of the abfence of Bellifance, and ad- 
vanced to her chamber. She anxioufly: 
included Arnaud in a boudoir as Jie- 
entered. When Arnaud heard his 
father embrace the emprefs ot his 
heart, he loudly groaned.. The ears 
of the Marquis were jealoufly fufcep- 
tible, and he infifted on examining 
the boudoir \Vith a pofitivenefs that 
rendered vain every argument . of op- 
pofition in Bellifance. Her generofity 
would ill have been requited by any 
conduft different from that which Ar- 
naud purfued. He opened a cafe- 
ment, and notwithflanding the height, 
leapt down on a parterre, of which 
the lightnefs of the earth eafed his 
fall, and reflored him to his feet unr 
hurt. 
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On the fourth day this miferable 
creature iffued from a woody wilder- 
ncfs, and planted himfelf on the verge 
of a precipice. For four days he had 
not houfed nor bedded, neither had 
he taftedfood tempered by human hands. 
Like the Babylonian (inner, during 
the day he had browfed on the wild 
vegetation with the beafts of the earth,! 
or defrauded the aerial foragers of 
their berritrs; but when came night, 
fome delve, unvifitcd by the moon, 
he had voiced with fhrieks fo thrilling 
and woeful, that the wolvifli monfters 
fled, aghaft, and nought of life there- 
about remained befide himfelf. He 
now had picked up the broken blade 
of a fword, which, although rufted, 
was not cornoded -, and polifliing it by 
his garment and a flinty he viewed 
himfelf therein, [as in a looking glafs. 
The .fteel magnified the wretchednefs 
ef his features to a horrible degree. 
Eamine had left fiefhlefs vacancies ia 
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his cheeks, and roughened his fore- 
head with untimely wrinkles. His 
unfhorn beard ftood black and briftly, 
contrafting with the ghoftly afhinefs 
of his cheeks, (hockingly as did his 
eyes, which, with their lids, were 
red and inflamed, as though they had 
wept tears of blood. He (huddered, 
and then he (hrieked ; for, O God ! 
that thou would'ft permit it ! his hair, 
which, a week before, appeared dark 
and curly, in that Ihort time was 
blanched by angirifli as by grifly age, 
and all its healthy coik unringed ; fd 
that it now hung more fpiritlefs than 
if it had been fteeped in the water 
of his lamentations. The winter of 
my days is come, and here their end, 
he cried. With thefe words he im- 
pended over the precipice, in a6l to 
caft himfelf adown : but nature made 
a laft revolt, and his heart tre- 
mulated fo audibly,that' it counfeHed 
retraftion. He truly felt that when 



336 THE THREE B&OTHESS. 

a man folicits death, it is in his def- 
pair, not in his rcfignation. He ad- 
jured his Maker, and elevated his* 
eyes to heaven, but the refulgent fun 
fmote them down again. A fecond 
time he ventured, but was reftrained by 
a fudden jerk ; . and turning round, he 
difcovered the catife to be his little 
favorite dog> who, delighted to find 
him, hung on his garment. Its gene- 
ral emaciation convinced Arnaud that 
it had been in fearch of him ever 
fince his departure: his heart relent- 
ed, and gazing fondly on it, he preff- 
ed it to that breaft> which, a minute 
before, meditated felf Uaughter. He 
was fteeping it with tears, which the 
fond animal licked, up fafter than they 
tffufed, when, crazed by the fudden 
idea that all could have been paffed 
bad he not been . prevented the leap, 
he irefuUy grafped the ^innocent dog, 
and whirled it with fo prodigious a 
firength into the air, that it ipun a 
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caufed it much fuperftitious difreputa- 
tion, I artfully added other circum- 
ftances that rendered it a terror to the 
country; infomuch that no one wil- 
lingly would approach it. This place 
was centrical to my operations, jintil I 
paffed through Switzerland, and entered 
the alpine borders of the Venetian do- 
minion. While deliberating on the 
moft efFeftual mode of exalting my men 
to the diftinftion of Condottieri, the 
want of vigilance in three of them 
threw me a prifoncr into the poffeifion 
of a great noble of thofe parts. 

Julian then proceeded to relate all 
thofe adventures which have diverfified 
the foregoing chapters with terror^ joy, 
and pathos. The tale was made more 
tedious by the repeated interruptions 
from the good prieft, whofe horror re- 
fufed to be filent when he heard how 
Julian had maltreated his father and 
brother Henri. 

Having narrated the particulars of 
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his overthrow, he thus proceeded.. 
Power, fo finfully acquired, had never 
given me real pleafure ; wherefore little 
I deplored its lofs. Ihe height I had 
attained, not having difeovered to me I 

any profpeft of contentment, I the lefs 
forrowed over my declenfion ; and the 
thought that I was now at liberty to 
climb again, was comfortable to a mind 
only at peace when it were labouring. 
Yes, I was like a child that deftroys 
its fabrick of cards for the fole pleafure 
of rebuilding it. Being difguifed much 
as this proud perfon can be difguifed, 
I mafqueraded through thofe regions, 
and eventually entered Venice. With 
^hat befell me there my tongue has 
ne'er been intimate ; wherefore fliall 
not thine ear. Whether by the Demon 
I ferved transformed to public appre- 
henfion or not, I. cannot tell ; yet fure 
is this, that within the Place of St. 
Mark I flood, and fafely heard myfelf 
profcribed as* a traitor, aad my head 
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prized at five hundred ducats. My 
head arofe in kingly triumph, for 
that was the co'emony of its corona- 
tion. At the fame time I heard pro- 
claimed the fenatorial decree that the 
patrimonial demefnes of Larina were 
confifcated to the ftate. Had I loved 
her (but, no, my love was gone with 
Bellifance !) I might have bewailed her 
degraded condition. But for long had 
I been fo difaffe£ted' from her, as to 
turn her licentious appetites afield for 
mine own ends. What then but indig- 
nation could fting me, when, fome time 
afterwards, in .the mofl: public fquare, 
I beheld her portraiture aggravated in 
fedu£lion of feature and lewdly pof- 
tured, rnade exhibition of, as an indica- 
tion that fhe were then a courtezan 
newly, accoftable to every gallant whofe 
purfe contained her price? Shortly I 
beheld herfelf. Her , form was grofs 
with the intemperate feeding neceffary 
to fupport her horrid life; and her 

R 2 



S6't THE THREE BROTHERS, 

1 

breads projcfted in gigantic nudity 5 
her chenks fhone healthily, but they 
were flufhed by her /hames ; for her 
eyes already wallowed in lafcivious 
corruption. She laughed : Meffalina ! ^ 

how my fword thirfted for thy blood ! 
Nightly I befet her brothel, and from 
three Cavaliers I tapped .the blood that 
was hot for my diflionour. 

Being forced to flee from; Venice, I 
journeyed to France ; to Languedoc ; 
thenceforward to^ the cavern of my 
apoftacy, intentional to folicit fome 
other foriP, and fo deliver myfelf from 
the hoftilities purfuing that I wore. 
Neither had I conditioned with Lucifer, 
or he with me. Power to hell-doom 
my foul by earthly tongue I had not : • 
by a£lion only he wifely knew. Where- 
fore, by either it was underftood, that 
beino- liveried in his endowments, I 
was to adt with zeal in his fervice, 
Elfc would he divcft me ; fo fhould I • 
]pe obliged to reafl'ume that jgracelefs 
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deformity which in the interior of the 
cave was preferved by fiendly arts, 
.When on this purpofe I entered, there 
iffued through the motionlefs *lips ©f 
Arnaud's carnality, words of which thfe 
following are a tranflation. The meta- 
morphofis thou doft require, muft be 
repleniflied with vital blood ; that 
which floweth through thy veins is n(k 
•thine own, nor will thy Lord impart it 
to a fecond form: wherefore, hence 
unto the Foreft ! there take the firft 
man thou canft !neet, and hitherto con- 
duct him. Command him to enter this 
privacy ; comes he back fenfible of 
what is here, conclude him meet for 
thy purpofe, and offer him an imme- 
diate facrifice : and fee thou doft fo 
before this day run out, for it being the 
anniverfary of thy firft transfiguration; 
of all the year it is the only one on 
which the like can be performed. 

With a lightened heart I prowled 
through the foreft ; but this autumnal 
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fun was let ere I difcovered aught hu- 
man. Alas ! had not the benefaction 
l>f heaven's light been denied me^ 
i would have fled him whom I de- 
tained* For knowing my purpofe with 
hittiy tremble thou, to hear he proved 
my brother! yes, he, Lewis! whom 
I did think to have flain, and of whom 
1 hitherto have fpoken by the name 
of Claudio. Such was the appellation 
given him by Camilla's fofter father, 
who difcovered him while y«t my 
jrcniard ftuck within -he wound, and 
kept in the life it had failed to touch » 
Our mother's vanity in the enrich- 
ment of our dreffes, and the dignify*- 
ing us with weapons of jeweled hafts,^' 
proved in this inftance prefervative of 
Lewis, by exciting the cupidity of 
the peafant, who faved him in con- 
fideration of prefent booty, and pro- 
bably a fubfequent reward. How in 
the latter idea he was difappointed, 
I have already explained; the fam^ 
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clrcumftances of war that repulfed the 
Marquis's emiffaries, likewife drove 
Ricardos into the interior of the 
country, where he educated Lewis as 
his fon ; yet when he was matured 
to manhood, moll foully maltreated 
him. 

'* Ah V cried the Prieft, " and being 
fo divinely refcued, he from death, thou 
from fratricide, dared*ft thou—" 

" Knowing what caufe I had to 
dare, thou dareft moft in doubting me/' 
He then communicated the incidents 
in the Cavern. Pafchal hearkened with 
aggravated horror. " Waft thou the 
afitor in that tragedy ?" he exclaimed. 
** Henri is dead." 

" Fatally I know it," replied Ju- 
lian. On that inftant the fiend for- 
fook me 3 for well he knew fratricide 
, to be unpardonable by God. Had 1 
before been guilty of it, I had fum- 
moned him in vain ; for he is a Dtcmon 
of prudence, and fquanders not allufe- 
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ments on thofe already his own. He 
made me what thou fee'fi, that I might 
make myfelf what thou heareft. 

For half an hour the Prieft main- 
tained a thoughtful filence. At the 
period of that time he delivered as 
follows. 

Thou haft undeceived me in a mif- 
underftanding fo thoroughly interwoyen 
with my mind, that I almoft deemed 
it of coeval origin -, viz. That, it is 
impoftibie for a man who thinks much 
to be a bad man. Reafon I confi- 
dered the divine prefence in man; 
and inftead of it ever being acceffary 
to a malefaftion, I imagined that men 
were obliged to ftifle it before they 
could venture the commiflion of one : 
alfo that to cherifh it (which is the 
objeft of numbertefs inftitutions through- 
out the world) was the moft efficaci* 
ous provifion againft the encroach- 
ments of depravation. In a word» 
That to be reafonable was another 
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term for being virtuous. Whereas thou 
haft demonftrated the reverfe, or, at 
leaft, an exception, by founding mod 
of thy evil doings in Reafon ; info- 
much, that when the motives of paflion 
relaxed through fatiety or wcarinefs, 
thou did'ft ufe that reafon to inftigate 
thee afrefli. Wicked young man ! thou 
wert loft' to thy God foon as thou 
wert fold to Imprudence, for Impru- 
dence contains the fprings of every 
abomiuation on earth. Doubtlefs thou 
haft heard, that perfons, w^hen on the 
eve of death, have -expreffed them- 
felves to the admiration and aftonifli- 
ment of their auditors, who. never had 
heard the like from them before. 
Superftition afcribes it to their ftand- 
ing fo critically- on tha borders of the 
prefent and future worlds, that the 
glimpfes they catch of the latter, en- 
lighten their laft moments in the for- 
mer. No, it is fimply thi§ — Who is 
perfuaded that his diffolution is inevi* 
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tably near» difengages his tnind from:* 
the influence of worldly arts ai^ in- 
t^refts, his tongue from the control 
of human pafiions and prejudices: he 
does not become more than man, he 
only ceafes to be the man he made 
himfelf, and returns to that which God' 
made him : his intelle£t being fo un- 
clouded, he becomes an objeft of 
wonder and reverence to thofe wha 
remain engroffed by the cares of life. 
The priefthpod enjoy all the wifdom 
of dying moments whilft yet in health 
to benefit from it ; being fo divorced 
from the world, yea, and fo dedicat- 
ed to God, that tbey catch a por- 
tion of the wife fuperiority wherewith 
he beholds all fublunary occurrences. 
Then lift I for X will tell thee truths 
and truth is wifdom, 

Firft on thy Deforniity. I admit 
that it is uncumfortable to be diiSmilar 
to others of thy kind; but it is. a 
xxiifery tD thofe onFy who think aini 
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look fuperficially. In itfelf deformity 
is a trifle, the horror attending it arif- 
ing from comparifon, for were all 
mankind crooked, uprightnefs would 
be an eye-fore. Now if the handfbme 
were fure to be happy, they would 
really be enviabk, but lo entirely it 
is the reverfe, that beauty and diftrefs 
are nearer akin than any other qualifica- 
tion and confequencc in nature ; for 
the wcll-favor'd are objefts of envy not 
only to the ordinary, but of abhor- 
rence, jealoufy, and competition, to 
each other. Is it not a bleffing to 
be exempt from the numberlefs reduc- 
tions that aflail the comely ? alfo from 
depreciation, infamy, and the reft of 
the malevolences of rivalry? Is it 
not gainful to exchange a conftant 
folicitude to embellifh, and a conftarit 
dread of injuring a handfome face, 
with a reftlefs horror of indilpofition 
and old age, which latter is fo far 
friendly to uglinefs, that it fubdues 
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beauty to its level; is it not gainful, 
I fay, to exchange all this for mere 
diffatisfaftion when you look in a glafs ? 
When a man may learn that beauty, 
on its own account, is oftentimes 
fiercely hated, but deformity, on its 
own account, sever ; what additional 
confolation can he need? If he do 
defire more, he may find . it under 
this idea : There is oftentimes a fub- 
limity in deformity, for as beauty is 
moftly accompanied by a levity of 
conduft that renders the poffeffor un- 
profitable to fociety, it fhould feem, 
that Providence doth often ftamp a 
man with fome perfonal calamity to 
jDring him home tohimfelf, andcaufe 
him to exert thofe mental perfeftions, 
which, elfe, might for ever remain 
in fubferviency to his bodily ones. 
Indeed, were every man who poflTefTes 
a ftation in the memorv of the world, 
obliged to prefix a handfome portrait 
to his claim for its continuance, how 
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many would lofe that memory who 
have admirably contributed to improve 
and adorn it. Yet, in my opinion, 
all this reafoning Js fuperfluous, for 
deformity contains its own alleviation. 
To me a deformed body ever appears 
in the light of fome monaftery fequeft- 
ered amid unfocial waftes and- me- 
ditative drcarineffes, the fpirit that in- 
habits it, being, fimilarly to a monkift 
votarift, condemned to all thofe pri- 
vations, and foreign and felf inflictions, 
which are calculated to chaften it 
before God ; feoffs and derifion are its 
flagellations in my eyes, exclufion from 
th^ pleafures of the graceful and the 
handfome, its duties of penance. How 
confolatory would it be for one fo 
conditioned, inftead of forrowing and 
Tailing, to imagine that* he bore about 
him a conftant expiation of thofe in- 
ferior trefpafles, which will fall on 
the heads of others in ponderous ac- 
cumulation at the eventful judgement. 
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Beauty is not indifpenfable to man> 
witnefs the bkfled Meffiah ! His beauty 
agreed not with human admiration of 
fiery eyes, flufhed cheeks, raven brows 
and locks, and an oftentatious figure ; 
it did not confiil; in the mode], but 
in the expreffion of the countenance ; 
wherefore, each featured lovelinefs 
was pifturefque of a mental one, and 
the inward God exhibited itfelf on 
the exterior man. Nor is there de- 
formity fo incurable, that virtue can- 
not aft on it with better efficacy than 
cofmetics on the cheeks of the eflfe- 
minate. When Mofes defcended from 
the prefence of God with the tables 
of the Commandments in his hands, 
his afpefil was glorious beyond men's 
power of beholding it ; and who that 
ftriSly adheres unto thofe Command- 
ments, (hall not refemble him in his 
own brightnefs, and in the venera- 
tion paid to him by others ? Heathen- 
iih Cato faid. He only can be hand* 
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Tome who is virtuous. Moft chriftian* 
like he fpoke, for how vaftly pre* 
ferable are the indications of a good 
mind to a fuperficial comelinefs^ io 
often ftagnant through ignorance, or 
diftorted through debauchery? In 
fhort, while eft imat ions of beauty are 
unfettled throughout the univerfe, being 
dire£tly the contrary in one place 
to what they are in another, while 
beauty is fo intimately allied to de- 
formity by accident and difeafe, while 
it is powerlefs to make the poffeflbr 
warlike, political, philofophical,]poetic, 
&c. while mjnriads appropriated to 
arms, are each moment hazarding its 
mctamorphofis into the moft horrible 
disfigurements, how defpicable and 
impious that individual is, who laments 
his deficiency in it, and thinks him- 
felf incomplete becaufe not dreft in 
a gaudy outfide, which is as liable 
to change as the falhions of a cox- 
comb ! 
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Secondly, on the circumftances of 
thy Parentage. The ancient Hebrew 
and the modern Chinefe laws decree 
death for the puniftiment of any un- 
filial wickednefs, in the idea. That 
the world at large ought to expe£t 
nothing but evil from him, who can 
offend the authors of his being. But 
in no ftate do I at pr^fent recolleft 
of any ftatute to chaftize a parent for 
mifconduft to its offspring, unlefs that 
mifconduft violated other laws befide 
thofe of Nature. Parents enaft^d the 
firft, and that is the reafon they have 
omitted the fecond, and becomingly 
fo, for furely no one, virtuoufly pater- 
nal, would believe, that the community 
he was regulating could ever be con- 
taminated by fo depraved a phenome- 
non as a father who would take ad- 
vantage of his fuperior age, experi- 
ence, underftanding and manifold other 
afcendencies„ to mifufe a creature fo 
folely dependent on him, that all its 
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benefits were to be deprived from the 
identical fources he perverted to its 
ruin. Moralifts have been as defi- 
cient as legiflators, for never have 
they laid down what condu6t fliould 
be purfued by the child in a cafe of 
fo uncommon a complexion ; where- 
fore, it is forfakea to unregulated in- 
experience, and either falls a vidlim 
to forrow and difappointment, or, 
being fpirited to oppofition, ftraggles 
alike with its parent out of the track 
of nature, till both feem fo guiltily 
implicated through their diftance from 
thofe who inerrably walk that track, 
that the downfal of neither is lament- 
ed. Surely then it is faulty in the 
legiflature, that, while it extends an 
afliftant and retributory hand to the 
fufFerer of every other fpecies of op- 
preffioii, in this inftance it fliould not ; 
but fhould permit whole families to 
be ruined when fo eafily to be faved* 
The man who will turn a wild dog. 
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bull, or any other animal, loofe on 
the community, is feverely puniflied ; 
but with impunity the fame may be 
done to a human being, though fuch 
an one poffefles fo much greater pbwers 
to injure, and, perhaps, is previpufly 
wrought to a ftate of frenzy, that caufes 
him to exercife thofe powers on man- 
kind in revenge for their authorizing 
that domeftic tjrranny which could 
difpoflefs him of every thing but life. 
How thefe evils are to be reSified 
let them determine who are confound- 
ed by this queftion. When a man 
end woman are criminal in giving 
birth to a child, how, in the name of 
God ! can it be expelled they will he 
virtuous in the bringing it up ? 

Thirdly, on thy belief of Fatality. 
I fhall not attempt to confirm, or to 
confute the doftrine of predeftination, 
but will only obferve, that neither 
ought it to exafperate or d fcotnfort 
a chriftian to think that all the oc* 
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currenees of his life are above the 
powers of chance, and are regulated 
by the will of his Creator, who would 
not have called him into life to be 
the fport of evil adverfities. When 
I fee a man teaze an animal to make 
it acquire antics contrary to its in- 
clinations, and in fome fantaftical in- 
, ftances even to forego its own nature ; 
and knowj that fhould the podr animal 
refent fuch unwelcome treatment by 
the mereft fcratch, bite> or other <J^ 
fence, he would hold himfelf ji^ifiablc 
to correal it to a barbarous excefs: 
when this I fee> and refleft upon, then 
da I exclaim> — How dare that maa 
kick againft the decrees of a God, 
in whofe hands he is a creature be*- 
yond comparifon more contemptible 
than can be the animal in his ! Were 
our Creator a being to trifle with us, 
as we with brutes, or with each other, 
where could be o\it power of com- 
plaint, as the caufe would fciqre away 
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that power? but that he is no tyrant 
witnefs your power to call him fo ! 'tis 
our own ftubbornnefs that forces him 
to whip us to our good, as our tutors do 
unto our leffons. 

On thy treaty with Lucifer I know 
not what to decide, but rather would 
think that thou had 'ft undergone fome 
monftrous trance. It is true, that fu- 
perftition hath fabled of fuch compafts, 
ftill I wiflied to enroll myfelf among 
thofe fages who fuppofed fuch to be 
legends allegorical of the diabolical 
tendency of paffions too riotoufly in- 
dulged ; and I had completed my opi- 
Tiion, That the only demoniacs are thofe 
.under the dominion of vice. Yet, be 
thy merits at the worft thy hopes are 
not. Nay, do not fhake the head, but 
think on him who died for all ; there- 
fore thee among the reft. Think on 
how he died : not as a man under- 
going mere carnal agonies, which thou- 
fands of his perfuafion^ old, and young. 
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and feminine, fince have endured and 
braved amid, but as a God, tortured in 
every attribute. 

Julian ftrove to raife himfelf, and 
tartly faid. What, doft thou pride thee 
as being meritprious in an incredulity 
to woes, whereof, in this fpeftacle of 
ruined beauty, thou beholdeft proof 
fo great of the lincerity ? Sceptic ! be- 
lide thee (lands, and has flood all along, 
that fliape which Gervafe faw, but 
which to thee is fightlefs, impalpable 
to both. Pafchal repeated a prayer as 
he tremuloufly retired. 

In the prime of the following morn 
the Prieft reappeared at the foot of Ju- 
lian's couch. The latter perufed his 
perturbed afpeft, and fpoke in a tone 
bitterly upbraiding, So, thou doft not 
fcruple to imitate the perfidy of Delilah, 
yet lackeft the courage to cry with her. 
The Philiftines be upon thee. Thine 
is the intuition of confcience, whereto . 
J refer thee for my acquittal, faid the 
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Prieft, and called aloud. The cell Im- 
mediately was crouded by the officers 
of Juftice in numbers that denoted their 
apprehenfion ; but Julian refifted them 
with' wrathful looks only, for his bodily 
energies were pa fled away. 

With as much rapidity as was con- 
fiftent with his infirmity, he was tranf- 
ported to Touloufe under an efcort un- 
precedented for its ftrength and vigi- 
lance. Being committed to the fafeft 
imprifonment, preparations were for- 
warded for his trial, which were com- 
pleted with fo ftem a prohibition of all 
fpe£tators, and fo ftudied an inclufion 
of them indifpenfable to the ceremony, • 
it did feem they dreaded that the mere 
breath of their words could carry in- 
feftion abroad. 

A week brought round the important 
day, on which was arraigned before an 
earthly tribunal he who had antici- 
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pated the one of heaven. To be in 
the fame court, and implicated in the 
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fame impeachinent, was the fate of the 
unfortunate Claudio, the falJing of 
Avhofe horfe, through fatigue, had call 
him into the hands of the purfuers 
from the Cave. When charged witli 
the murder of Henri de Souvricour, 
Julian neither attempted denial or de- 
fence, but contented himfelf by endea- 
vouring to exculpate Claudio from the 
Ihare in the tranfa£tion imputed him , 
and truly reprefented the cafe to be fo 
contrary, that his interference had 
nearly prevented its perpetration The 
eloquence of Julian, and . more than 
that, the frank confeffion of his own 
guilt, impreffed the Judges with con- 
viciion ; fo that Claudio was acquitted 
11 rough the voice of him, who fo often 
had rung a death-ljell in his ears. The 
corpfe of Hildebrand was a caufe of 
vexatious perplexity among the fer\'ants, 
from whom he bad ever been as ftudious 
to diguife his features as from the Ca- 
valier s wherefore they were deftitute 
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of all clue of identification, his facerdo- 
tal veftments being ftoleh by Claudio. 
Yet, as the corpfe could not be fup- 
pofed to be that of any other man, it 
was refpefted accordingly, and a fecond 
procefs was deliberated againft the 
twain ; but the Judges, being particu- 
larly interefted for the folution of fo un- 
common a myltery, decreed a private 
examination of Claudio and Julian on 
the day enfuing the trial of both, and the 
attainder of the latter, whofe defpair 
of life would, they imagined, caufe him 
to employ the remainder of it in un- 
clouding the truth. Julian's entire ig- 
norance greatly difappointed them, for 
they did not expeft that Claudio 
could be otherwife than fubordinate in 
whatever was performed in concert with 
Julian. But fpeedily he undeceived 
them, and delivered a genuine detail of 
the chief circumftances wherein he and 
Hildebrand were bfended. One of the 
junior Judges in a recent tour, had 
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gleaned fome information corroborative 
of Claudio*s reprefentations ; fo, inftead 
of the renegade's deftruSion being 
avenged by the death of the deftroyer, 
it was commanded, that his wretched 
remains Ihould be untombed, and 
thrown into the foreft to the ravenous 
hearts which infefted it. Julian was 
then fentenced to be racked to death 
on the wheel ; and as it could not be 
thought that Claud io had efcaped free 
from all culpability during a connexion 
with men fo criminal, it was decided, 
that he fliould be prefent and aflift at 
the execution. 

Claudio's horror mattered his tongue, 
and he exclaimed. Executioner to my 
own brother ! 

The amazement of the Judges mani- 
fefted that Father Pafchal had delivered 
up Julian merely as the murderer of 
Henri, unaccompanied by revealment 
of aught diabolical or othei-wife, im- 
parted to him in confidence : what he 

VOL. IV. s 
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did, perhaps he would not have done, 
had he not heard that fome one was 
imprifoned for the fame crime, and 
learned enough to make him fufpicious 
that that one was brother to the mif- 
creant he concealed. ' The dircum- 
fpeftion, obferved during the trial, had 
birth in many rumours refpefting Ju- 
lian J moft whereof were quarrelforae 
in particulars, but fome concordant in 
the main, which, God knows by what 
means ! nearly neighboured the truth. 

Brother ! was the unanimous excla- 
mation of all prefent. As Claudio 
could not fpeak in proof, and Julian 
would not in confirmation, he was fe- 
verely reprimanded for his attempt to 
impofe on thofe fo merciful to him ; 
and was remanded* to prifon, before 
which the execution was appointed to 
take plax^e early the following morn. 

Julian reje£ted the offices of a priett, 
thereby giving an additional caufe for 
fuperftitipus fufpieion. The intervening 
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-night w^s a|ipropTiate to the day that 

was to follow. It was of the genuine 

hue of horror and wickednefs, hieing of 

. a raven blacknefs that afforded a more 

.terrific glare to that phenomenon, a 

comet, which drew its fiery train along 

a quarter of the heavens. The whole 

city were arifen from their beds, and 

gazing on a fpeSacle, which fome have 

. imagined to be the hell of the damned; 

.and their thoufand voices of aflfright, 

obfervation,inference,conjc6lure,aw€tko 

the night from repofe, and filled it with 

oonfufioh. The guards, polled aroutad 

. the confinement of the.Brothers, wqisb 

poffeffed by a worfe conflernatiori, ^r 

• it feemed that each bird q£ baleful .nobs 

had perched itfelf on the battiemeptJ, 

:to yell the dirge of him within; and a 

.little paft midnight, when that difcotd 

^was more appalling than can be thie 

warwhoop of the barbarians, fonjie, with 

hair ftiffened to uprightnefs, protefted 

their .. power of difcriminating. huoian 
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fhrieks among the brutal ones^ while 

others fvore to the extremes of raad- 

nefs, their power, alfo, of defcrying an 

unnatural vifion, that darkened the 

darknefs, then upon the wing overheads 

As thefe coherent horrors were judged 

by moft of the latter to be ominous of 

the hellward deftiny of the prifoner, 

they burned with anxiety to underfiand 

'his prefent condition ; but no one had 

the audacity to fatisfy that anxiety, 

^though the opportunity were open to 

them all j for the man, whofe duty it 

was to- watch, over the pcrlons of the 

-xondemned^ and V^ho was inched 

•:with Julian, being vifited "bj a panic 

'4is^ irrefiftible as >that which overcame 

them without, timed at the likje mo- 

' ment too, precipitately dcferted &e 

dungeon, and iled to a cowardJy and 

uhdutiful diftance that juft comjxLanded 

a glimpfe of the dDor. 

Thee day had fcarcely opened ks 
eyes when ail llioulouie emptied itielf 
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into the ftreets, and multitudes of dif- , 
ferent ages, conditions, and fcx^s, 
choked up the avenues to the fcene of' 
execution. In the latter place was. 
partly reah'zed the Romaa tyrant^^- 
wifli, for one ftrokc could have de*' 
ftroyed dozens; there being fo HftJe- 
vifible befide the heads of the populace, 
that an Orientalift, aJfo, might thence 
have derived his ambition of monu* 
ments confifting of human fcuHs: thf^. 
boufes in the vicinity being provided- 
with platforms for the better obferva- 
tion of their tenantry^ the air was more 
populous than tlie earth, and a core*' 
nation was degraded by tfais^ cruel exe- 
cution from its boafted afcendencyiii 
the number atid ardour of its ipeQators. 
The latter feeling is indefcribeable in* 
other particulars than thefe : many ac« • 
cuftomed to walk with purfes that fel- . 
dom faw the light, were now lavifh of 
their money to piirchafe places, whente 
it was often implJffible to catch even a- 

s 3 
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glimpfe of the fcafFoldage that regulated 
fo infinite an afferobly ; while women > 
who, an hour before, would have fup- 
pofed themfelves to be profaning the 
delicacy of their fex'j if they did not 
compel themfetves into a fwoon, or a 
fit of hyfterics, at the approach of a 
fpider, ear-wig, or fome other harm« 
leflhefs, now affcrted the prerogative of 
that fex to obtain; the beft ftats, and 
prepared to af&A the executioner with 
their eyes. While all awaited with 
impatience for the fight of the crimi- 
nal's bodily tortures, many endeavoured 
to araqfe the interval by comparing 
their imaginations of .what were at that- 
moment the tortui^ of his mind. I 
dare fay, fpoke one, thatJ[}e is half dif- 
folyed aw^y through fear. Jndeed, I 
haye heard it told, h^w, on the night 
pfi^ceding their execution, men have 
be^n known to fweat blood. Ay, ad- 
jqined a neighbour^; and more than 
tljafi theit hair and &in. httve half e^-: 
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changed cotours; and their bowels 
have (o entirely loft their retentive 
functions, that beft part of their infide 
has oozed rw^j, and piit them into a 
wretched condition. 1 wonder if he'll 
die bard, faid a third. And I, faid a- 
fourth, am afraid that I am not near* 
enough to diftinguifli his groans, unlefs 
they, be as boifterous as laft fellow^s 
were; to be fure, in that cafe, one 
muft be deaf to fail hearing them half 
a mile beyond this. 'Tis a (hocking; 
tedious time to wait, was the complaint' 
of a fifth perfon. I'd wager with any> 
one here, that, at^this prefent 'time> thct 
pufilianimous mifcreantus idown uport*^ 
his knees whining for another Hour's'' 
breath, and that the officers are fuch' 
fools as to hearken to him. They oughts 
to.bea{hamed of fbeir delay. As this* 
impatience became more general, it 
was, at length, teftified in vociferations.- 
and other outrages iirailar to thofe; 
\y herewith they were accuftomed to* 

S 4 
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reproach the tardy Gommcnceni^nt of 
any pecuniary exhibition ; in which 
light it is the lefs wonderful they could 
view the prefent fcenc, as not only 
were the cheerful cries of refrefhunents 
audible, but Ukewife the theatrical 
curtefies of, I do not wilh to thwart 
your fight, Sirj I will uncover my 
head when it fliall be necefiary, 8ic.8cc, 
Even compafiionate fentiments were 
expreflfed with the like levity, for a 
perfon who, perhaps, laboured under 
fome ifnprefiions of terror on account 
of the preffure on all fides, was heard 
to fay. That he ibould iK>t much care 
to be difappointed, fo that the poor 
wretch were pardoned. 7 bus was dif- 
proved the erroneous opinion of the 
law, that public fpe£lac}es of death 
tend to make that death the more 
dreaded ; whereas death to be truly 
dreadful ibould be as filent, as rtiyfte- 
rious, as folemn, as it is in its own na- 
ture ; its publicity not being attended 
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by Ipe^iators come thither to fortify 
themfelves againft the iriducements tb 
thofe crimes for which they fee ' it in- 
fli6ted, but by perfons fo completely 
pofleffed by that defire prevalent in hu* 
man nature, of viewing a fellow-crea- 
ture in fuch extremities, that they would 
be the fooner reconciled to a tyrannous 
government, on account of its affording 
them many opportunities of indulging 
that paffion. 

When Claudio was fummoned frorii 
bis cell, he found that the executioners 
were really earneft to employ him, for 
fo great a terror reftrained them from 
entering Julian s dungeor?, thjit they 
infilled on his precedence^ Whilft 
Claudio unbarred the door, he caught 
ib much of their apprehenfion from his 
companions, as to become doubtful 
whether Julian might not be paffed 
from the fufferings of this world to 
thofe of the next; his furpfife, there^ 
fore, was the greater, when he difco* 
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vered that the place was not void of 
Juliaiiiy who, apparently refigned to his 
fate, was featcd on the end of his mi- 
ferable pallet. At firft they fuppofed 
that his faculties were abforpt by medi- 
tation, for he preferved the fame ftatue- 
like ftillnefs notwithftanding their noify 
intrufion. Finding him as infendble to 
their loud bawling, That his hour was 
come, and noticing that his eyes and 
features were fixed in a ghaftly exten? 
fion, vacant of all meaning, they ex- 
changed their firft furmife for another, 
which was, that Fright had bereaved 
him of reafon. But that idea likewife 
was fuperfeded, when, endeavouring 
to compel him to ftir, his body mecha- 
nically arpfe, overtopping them with its 
gigantic height, and exhibiting a fimi- 
larity to Gervafe, as portrayed on the 
memorable night of the confpiracy. 
His cheeks, lips, neck, hands, and 
every vifible part, were ghaftly white ; 
his veins were colourlefs and ihrunken. 
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life having ceafed to circulate through 
them ', fo Claudio found by accidentally 
placing his hand on the breaft wherein 
the heart was at quiet. At quiet only 
becaufe the foul that had difordered it 
was withdrawn by the matter it had 
preferred. Such was the refle6tion of 
Claudio, whofe countenance was con- 
fulted by the officers on account of his 
connexion with the caufe of their con- 
fternation. The horror imprinted on 
his afpeft was reflefted by their own, 
and twice they were commanded to. 
bring forth their prifoner, before they, 
could mufter the requifite courage to. 
direft that wondrous r^li£t of him, 
which flood amid them ftiffly as though 
each limb were impaled with iron. A. 
corpfe in appearance, but fpe£tral in. its 
motion, that form obeyed, the guidance.: 
of wretched executioners, whofe cai^er'^ 
the. moft intrepid warriors had formerljf/ 
failed to thwart: whdn elevated upoat 
tlje.fcaffQld^^ it ik>od ^a ftatwar)& of kor(;u- 
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Jean fymmetries, admired by the fe- 
males for the aftive energies whicb 
they thought It muft contain^ by the 
males for the powers of prolonged fuf- 
fering with which it promifed to me* 
morize the prefent occafion. A kind 
of fearful tremulation fliook the croud^ 
when they remarked the motionlefs in- 
fcnfibility with which it maintained the 
ftation, where it was advanced for the 
general view, in defpite of a ftonn of 
infults, execrations, and malediftions 
of other kinds ; but that tremiaiatioit 
\tras Jncreafed to an ague, foon as they 
denoted that frame fo mightily nerved,, 
to be as pliable in the hand of t^e exe- 
cutioner as a jointed image. Being 
adjufted on the whee), the executioner 
iteuriihing his weapon over bis head> 
and Cl^udio on his knees, every one 
fftiothered his breath in expefiiation. 
When the firft ftroke was inBi£led with 
tke cruel bar, and neither groan, ftrug- 
gl^, 09 . convulfion, accompanied tke 
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fra£iuife of a leg, all were lurpiifeid, yet 
alt admired the fortitude of the fuf-^ 
fcrer. When the breaking -of a fecond 
teg Was fimilarly unproduftive of any* 
demonftraticn of agony, all were diC* 
appointed, and al! cenfurcd him for 
obftinacy. But the froitleffnefs of a^ 
tfhird blow eaufed . them to murmur 
their fufpicions y and on a fourth being 
unattended by any of thofe fymptoms' 
of agony in which their favage minds 
took fo much deKght, ihey no longer 
r(*fniined from accuflng the officers of 
treachery to tlie pubKc, fn pretioufly 
ftupefying the criminal with feme com* 
pofition, fo as to render him infenfible 
to the tortures he ought to undergo. 
This idea wrought fo much anger in 
their minds, that when the execirtioner 
aimed his bar for the purpofe of giving 
thfe coup de grace, the people fwelled 
towards the fcaffold like the waves of 
the ocean, howling to him to. deM:* 
he did not dare^to difobey inihe teeth- 
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of fuch a commotion, but, to glut their 
malignity, difpofed the body with an 
art which would not force out the life 
he miftook it to contain, but would in- 
fiire its .wafting lingeringly ^way. 

Meantime, an atmofphere tempef- 
tuoufly dim and denfe, had drawn a 
veil betwixt earth and heaven. At once 
the combuftible clouds burft into ema- 
nations of lightning, fuch as no one 
in Tlioloufe had ever feen before that 
day ; for they were not in the ftyle of 
forked rays winged through the air, but 
of longer than monr^ntary difclofures 
of whole regions of fire, that dried up 
the rain ere it fell, and baked the eyes 
of the gazers. The explofions of thun- 
der putvqiced the fhrieks of- the multi- 
tude, on whom the rain, at lengthy 
begun to (bower down profufely as 
from fheeted catara6ls ; whilft the moun- 
tfiin winds roaring over the country, 
difcbarged their wrath upon the city, 
^dfliocfk^own feveral of thpfeerec-*; 



tions fo inhumanly appropriated. All 
was havock, conteft, and difmayt 
Thofe terrors which had ravaged the 
world when he> the Sinlefs, died, were 
again let loofe by tlie death of him the 
Sinful : Nature . being . deranged in her 
fyftem by either extreme. Incalcula- 
bly lefs terrific were thofe hurricanes, 
which in antiquity atteiKling the death 
of Romulus, in modern ages that of 
Cromwell, were fuppofed by cotempo- 
j-ary fuperftition to tranfport the fouls 
of the firft ta Heaven, of the fecond to 
hell. This was a. combat of the ele- 
ments, and could only be furpaffed by 
doomfday, of which it feemed the r«- 
hearial. Already the executioner and 
his company were difmayed by their 
own imaginations of expreffive chsnges 
in the countenance belonging to the 
mangled body, upon which the light- 
nin^iglanted with a tremulous rapidity 
thatcaiif^d the deception ; butfoon.;^ 
thunderbolt plunged through tb^ fcafr 
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fold^ and feared them to diferent re« 
fuges. Claodio was unable to return 
thanks for a deliverance {6 formidably 
brought about ; yet immediatelj avails- 
ing himfeif of its fuddennefs, he ruflied 
Arough the ftreets, and foon loii: fight 
of the pile, which was in. flames that 
fprung about the body, and confumed 
it from further violation. His efcape 
was unoppofed by the citizens^ who 
were precipately difperiing^ and whofe 
lamentations and prayers gave the town 
a refemblance to one taken by fiorm. 

Claudio could not think that he had 
redeemed himfeif from the mlftaken 
hands, of juftice, until he had quitted 
the proviiace of Languedoc. But on 
his way thenee an unexpeflted miC- 
clqince ruined alL his caution iii ab«^ 
iconding by day and travelling only in 
the night, by cafting him into the 
power of certain ' perfons^ belonging to 
the vaffalage. de Sotivricour; wboy'in 
th^ir credulity to the' infamy, of . his 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 401 

conjugal charafter, efteemed it merito- 
rious to conduit him, a prifoner, to the 
Chateau. That edifice, as being fepul- 
chral to the lineage de Souvricour, was 
decked in every part with funereal em- 
blems. The grief of the refidents was 
only to be traced in fuch fuperficial 
pomp, for the fucceflion had devolved 
on a Nobleman of fortune fo fimited^ 
and kind reid fo remote, that he had not 
been honoured with much diftinfiion 
by his pfedeceffors, in whofe fiidden 
deaths he was no further interefled, 
than to rejoice at their being fo bene- 
ficial to himielf. Such a man was not 
likely to bei unmerciful to Claudio, in 
whom he imagined an inilrument of 
Ws aggrandifement. The Cavalier had 
an advocate yet warmer in one of^ his 
paffions— Avarice. HopclefTnefs of his 
prefent effluence had tamed his former 
habits of expence, and caufed him ta 
exchange them for thofe of parfimony> 
which the praftice of many years had 
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impreffcd too deeply for then! to be 
obliterated by grandeur attained at fo 
l^te a period.. To admire money, co- 
vet money, and -make yourfelf matter 
of money, are the main degrees of that 
abominable vice; and who is tho- 
toughly intimate with the tw^o firft, will 
not be very confcientious in the laft. 
The new Marquis had come into pof- 
feiEon of that caflcet of valuable jew- 
ellery, which erroneoufly had been 
fuppofcd to be. carried off. by Camilla : 
he was a fkilful lapidary ; a fufHcient 
reafon for his ' commanding that he, 
whom he privafely underftood was the 
legal owner, (hpuld. be inftantly un*- 
bound, and expelled the Chateau. 

Claudio had but juft re-Croffed that 
lucklefs threfl^old, feofla which he ne- 
ver yet bad departed unperfecuted, 
when a voice, untuned by diftrefs, en- 
treated, and caufed him to flop and to 
look back time enough * to receive the 
good Geoffery, who, with the de- 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 4G3 

meanour of a lunatic, rufhed into his 
arms. 

. It is my fweet Lewis ! I recognized ' 
you from yon grated turret as you» 
paffed in the area beneath ! Let us" 
bafte for our lives ! Thefe fcntences 
were uttered in the volubility of a 
breath, and the parties proceeded with 
a rapidity .no longer unreafunable in 
Claudip's opinion, when he found that, 
half a dpzcn fervants were in chafe of 
them. He was quite unarmed, but. 
fears of detention made him defpetate ; 
apd .wielding , a fiake that he pluc]i;ed! 
from the earth, he ain^ed it fo juilly ou 
the (kull of him who firft came up> 
that the fellow daggered, and flung his 
bands in the air to maintain him on his 
feet : but all in vain ! he meafured a 
deplorable length along the ground. 
His comrades being arrived on the- 
fpotj loudly upbraided the haftinefs of 
Claudio ; protefting their guiltleffnefs ofr 
aiiy intention to injure him, ^p(i that 
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the objcfl of their purfuit was old- 
Geoffery, whom they wiflied tp replace 
in the fecurity from which his madnefs 
rendered it improper that he fhould be 
free, ITie ancient domeftic nearly 
enraged himfelf to madnefs by his fer* 
vour of declaration that he were not fo ;; 
and Claud io would not allow the accu- 
fation to exempt a fecond> who at- 
tempted to pafs him^ from being put 
afide by the fame feverity fo fuccefe- 
fully applied to his precurfi)r. Th«r 
reft, being exafperated by the foil of 
their fellows, prepared to beat down 
C3aud!o, who alertly obviated them fa 
efcry paffage to Geoffery; but the 
latter, being well acquainted with their 
venality, took an artful avail of it, by 
extricating a fmall purfe of crowns 
from its concealment in his bofom, and 
ftaking it in the faces of the affailants. 
The {battered crowns deterred the fer- 
vants as much as the fruitage of gold 
€&d Ovid's Atalantai meanwhile the 
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fugitives renewed the flight with their 
belt fpeed, and, by fhifting among the 
trees, at firft deceived, and in the end 
evaded the obfervation of their adver- 
faries. It was night, when, being ar- 
rived nearly to the borders of the Matf- 
quifate, they, for the firft time, wholly 
^ifcontiuued to retire, and turning 
afide, ftretched their weary limbs on 
the yielding grafs beoeath fome branchy 
'Cjms that embowered them from tbe 
gufts, which drove the waters of a con- 
iiguous pool, and dazzled their iight 
with the multipJied rejBe6iioiis of the 
moon and ftars. 

Claudio meditated with half clofed 
-eyes, while Geoffery fixed on him 
for ibme time a gaze fwimmingin 
:tears, and, at length, effayed to i^eak; 
t>ut his words were blown away by 
his iighs. A feoond attempt being 
rumed by his griefs, he ftruggled to 
^ueli ihem ; But, being worfted in the 
ccxitefi^ quivered coovuiiively, aad fell 
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at Claudio*s feet. The Cavalier was 
much (hocked left hb ailment were 
dangerous, and he raifed him with 
tender gentlenefs. The venerable do- 
meftic drooped upon his breaft, and 
fobbed and wdpt fp copioufly, that his 
full tears damped Claudio through his 
cloaths. The wonder of the latter at 
fumed this utterance : " Near fifty 
times, Geoffery, as we hurried on, 
you did delay our progrefs to per- 
fecute me with the queftion — Had 
I learned aught of Camilla ? Curio- 
fity cannot avail to excufe the in- 
delicate enquiry, yet I do really fear 
to condertin it, left its motives prove 
to be in alliance with the forrows 
you do now exprcfs." 

" Ah me V* cried Geoffery, " thofe 
forrows (hall ceafe to be wholly 
mine when is heard what I can 
tell." 

After a pathetic paufe, Claudio be- 
fought him to difpenfc with all. en- 
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deavours to- jirepare him for whatever 
eyils he might, be about to relate j 
faying, ** As death is its own cure, 

• fo will the word be mine !" His 
eyes fkimAied over the vicinity till they 
were fixed by the pool; at view of 

' which they rolled -with a frantic reft- 
leffnefs that Geoffery fliuddered at. 
He took the . liand of Claudio and 
faid. That he would no longer deftft 
from imparting all that was come to 
his knowledge, could he be perfuad- 
cd that his well beloved Lord would 
give audience with equanimity. 

Claudio gave for anfwer, " You beft 
can judge whether what you have to 
reveal may be borne with equanimi- 
ty ; fo away with thefe impertinent 
preliminaries, and fpeak to the fub- 
je£l. I tell you that I do defpair to 
hear of any . thing good : worfe than 
• what I already know will have the 
recommendation of novelty/' 
. " O God !'* .cried Geoffery, <* thefc 
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jefts are of the fame nature as thofe 
laughters by which people are fome- 
times carried off." An interval of 
irrefolution concluded in thefe words, 
*' Then hearken, and tho' I (hall give, 
you caufe to curfe all the world, yet 
do not curfe, but blefs me, ivho at 
extrenftc hsueard of a life which I love 
{not lefs for its waftiiJg away, acquir- 
ed this intelligence which now is 
burning on my tcpgue, Lewis, my 
dear, dearmafter! I will not wrong 
jou by a recapitulation of thofe up- 
braidings my heart raflUy uttered, 
when I beheld Henri, your Brother, 
brought into the Chateau on a litter 
bathed in the life's blood, which, it 
was faid, you had caufed, either as 
principal or accomplice, to flow. I 
knew you could not be his execu- 
tioner without making yourlelf a fra- 
tricide 'y and while I appeared to Ihed 
pity on the miferable end of the 
Marquis, I was really deploring that 
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•you could have compaffed that avenge- 
ment which heaven fo furely would 
.have, decreed. Soon as Henri re- 
covered his fenfes, which bad been 
•fufpended by the journey, he demand- 
ed an inftant avowal of what would 
be the iffue of his wound. On fee- 
ing the Surgeon falter, he repeated 
the, demand with a fury perilous to 
his condition; and he heard how near 
he was to the grave with all thofe 
feelings natural to men who love 
Jife and dread death, When he be- 
came fomewhat compofed, he folici- 
toufly enquired for Father Hildebrand : 
we folved his wilhes to be for Father 
Anfelm.; but, after a long council 
among ourfelves, we decided that it 
would be unreafonable to acquaiat 
him that that favorite Monk was 
miffing, and that; in the fame cave 
where himfelf i^s wounded, a corpfe 
was difcovered 3[yhich was thought 
ito be his murdered xemains, I was 
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-not prefent at the anfwer, being ma- 
nic ntally abfcnt from the chamber, 
whereto I returned in time to hear 
him exprefs a great defire for a Prieft. 
Servants were difpatcbed for one, and 
then it was that my mind gave being- 
•to a wifli, at the temerity of w^hich I 
now cannot help being appalled by 
the remembrance. I burnt to hear 
what could be the confeffions of that 
bad young man. Oh, do not condemn 
me for daring to defraud heaven of 
the fmner's confidence. On your own 
account 1 did fo ; and when you 
Aall have heard — well this moment 
-purifies m^ from all culpability. 1 
was unable to control my inclination, 
'having the pov^'er to gratify it, for 
I knew of certain privy paffages hol- 
lowed in the walls of Henri's chamb- 
er : indeed, to all of a fimilar kind, 
of which there w^ere many in the 
.Chateau, I had been' familiarized by 
my long; refidence there, and under 
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the old Marquis the keys appertam- 
ing to them were coitfided to my care. 
As Henri had intrufted them to the 
cuftody of another, I could not be 
guilty of abufing his confidence ; a 
refleftion that confirmed me in the a6l 
of difengaging the particular one I 
wanted from the maffy bunch, when 
I was fo forely 'alarmed by the ap- 
prehenfion of being. difcovered in their 
repofitory, that I was on the point 
of retiring without effefting the pur- 
pofe that brought me there. Oncv. 
mafter of that important key, I pc' 
nctrated the interior paflage ; and luid 
abundance of time before the Pried- 
arrived, to llation myfelf moft advan- 
tageoufly to overhear him. The coa- 
feUion began." 

GeofFery's fpeech here was intc;- 
TUpted by his remembrance of the 
infanity vlfible in Claudio's eyes wh :'U 
they lately glared on the. pool. 11- 
dreaded that his commun:::at:..n midic 
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poffefs the Cavalier with the demoa 
of fuicide; and notwithftanding his 
objeftions he perfifted to remove to 
another Fefting place before he would 
renew the jiarration. 

[TVe will flate the confeflions of 
Henri in our own terms, as thofe of 
GeofFery were repeatedly drowned in 
tears s or rather we will found on thofe 
ccmfeffions a folution of all the myf- 
teries wherein Henri, Hildebrand^ and 
Camilla, were implicatedj 

Henri was fo lewdly depraved by 
Larina, that;, although he did not at 
firft feel any .violent affeftion for Ca^ 
roilla, yet .he encouraged that little 
jnj,ngled .with his vanity in the inter- 
eft ;ihe .had manifefted in his behalf, 
till it produced deiires diflionorable 
to himfelf and his friend. In the in- 
viting Claudio and Camilla to take 
up their abode in the Chateau, he was 
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aftiiated by fomething. diftantly akin 
to gratitude ; but chiefly by an am- 
bition to exhibit the magnificence of 
his family in fuch dazzling lights as 
Ihould blind- their memory of his dif^ 
graces* • That- magnificence fo elated 
his oftentatious foul, that, in the idea 
of its being an irrefiftible temptation^ 
he' perverted it to the corrupting the 
wife of his gueft. The jefts of his 
acquaintance on his public familiarity 
with Camilla, were admitted with an 
air of his being no lefs fo in pri- 
vate ; a treachery that completely 
ruined the reputations of the pair. 
On the night of his birth-day, his 
fcruples being drowned in wine, and 
his hopes fired by the diftinftion fliown 
to him by Camilla, be allured her 
to the' hermitage, and fo far threw 
off the made as to catch her in his 
arms and venture other liberties, at 
which her horror was fpeechlefs, until 
her hufband's voice broke into the 

T 3 
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retreat. Henri ftifled her voice and 
rcfentment^ the one hy force, the 
other by a well affeftcd contrition ; 
he even threatened his own life would 
flie rcfufe forgivcnefs to what he fwore 
to be the effefts of inebriation. She. 
unwillingly proniifcd f)lens:c on thQ 
fubjt^fl, but withheld her pardon in 
refcrve for the expiation of his crime ; 
her feelings being really as much 
fliocked as we have . defcribed under 
Claudio's reflexions: indeed, much 
more! for her pupil's yiolation of her 
precepts was flagrantly aggravated by 
his addreffing that violation to bjerfel£. 
.Henri undertook the journey left out 
of deference to his father, who flrft- 
nuoufly recommended it, than in fubr 
miflion to Camilla, who inexoatably 
infilled on bis deps^rture or her own : 
^n additional naotive w^$ his beiog 
niu.ch harafled by the officers, who 
were.reafonably ictdigtiant at. the iocba- 
fiftency that would impojfe on" them 
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for a commander one of whom he ever 
before had fpoken with contempt. 
During his ftay at the eaftcrn Eftate 
be was met by Ilildebrand, who knew 
him by the confidential report of 
Claudio, and who joyed at his elx- 
ceffes in the hope to arm them againfl: 
himfelf, w^hom he abhorred as the 
friend of the Cavalier. Bjt very fooi> 
he crept fo far into the favor 6f Henri, 
s^s to underftand that he might be 
engaged as an auxiliary in his in- 
tended revenge ofi the Italian ; a«id 
when with the moft audacious frank- 
nefs he revealed his denomination, 
order, former connexions with Claudio, 
and prefent refentment againfl: him, 

from that moment an unreferved con- 

• 

fidence obtained between him and 
the youth. To the latter's defpair of 
poffefling himfelf of Camilla, Hilde- 
brand oppofed a flaming narrative of 
jyhat he termed her African debauch- 
eries. He protefted that it were me- 

T 4 
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ritorious to endeavor that connexion 
with her which could purify her body 
from the lafcivious ufes made of it 
by the infidel Moorland that, with- 
out doubt, her oppofifion to his fuit 
was merely afFe£ted in the hope of 
rebuilding a fhattered delicacy: thefe 
were the genuine fentiments of Hil- 
debrand's depravity, and Henri found* 
them fo comfortable to his heart, that 
he furrendcred his mind to a belieF 
of them. When the mandate of re- 
cal arrived from the Marqifis, it was' 
ronfulted in what manner Hildebrand 
could be introduced into the Chateau : 
at length it was decided that he ftiould' 
appear in his facerdotal charafter, 
and brave deteftion from Claudio 
by a fiftitious name, the badges of 
another order, and a myfterious de- 
portment* They had fome hopes that 
circumftances might be made to fpring 
up by which he could be enabled 
to difclofe himfelf to GamiHa, and 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 417 

fubjeft her as fubmifsly to his will as 
he before had done in Africa. 
With theie fchemes, into which were 
digefted fo much audacity and wick- 
ednefs, they were approached with- 
in a very few leagues of the Cha- 
teau, when met by the information of 
the Marquis's illnefs. Immediately on 
hearing it, Hildebrand affumed much 
fnock gravity, and homaged Henri as 
Marquis de Souvricour. Henri re- 
buked his mifapprehenfion : My father 
is not dead,-T-an apopleptic fit bars 
befallen him-— a misfortune that never 
occurred to him before. I remember, 
laid Hildebrand, being once at a ban- 
quet where Apoplexies were toafted 
on account of their friendlinefs ta young 
heirs. Certainly they often aft the 
pioneer in removing impediments to 
a brave fellow's glory, Henri obferved. 
Ha ! Hildebrand exclaimed, you have 
hit on the exaft remark uttered by an 
emineut wit on the abov« occafion. I 

T 6 
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remember too that the fprightlioefe 
with which the fubjefl was at firft 
treated, fubfided into a grave difcuf- 
fion, whether the ftabber of a perfon, 
who was in a fit of apoplexy, could 
be deemed a murderer. Could that 
queftion remain unfettled for more 
than a minute? faid Henri. Hilde- 
brand replied, My furprife was juft 
like yours to find it fo difputable a 
point. Some .of the arguments were 
very ingenious; but that which ob- 
tained the moft refpedt was deliver- 
ed by a Civilian of rfome confequence ^ 
. For, faid ie,. is not an apoplexy a 
temporary death ? well then, how can 
a man be faid to murder him who 
doi^s not live? Indeed, he fubdued 
^he mod violent of his • opponents 
unto the acquiescence. That, inSudti 
a cafe, the apoplexy is the principal 
in the deftruflion of the man, and 
the itabberj at worft, but an acc©m- 
.pi ice. All that I can fay, adjoined 
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JHfenri, is, that the old Man Is in- 
difpofed as opportunely as though we 
had contrived he fhould befo. There- 
fore do you purfue me at a xnore 
moderate rate, for he is not in a ftate 
to objc6t to your admiffion into the 
Chateau, to which I hitherto have 
feared he would be invincibly obfti- 
nate, as it appeared in the letter of 
my • recaj, that he had received iiu- 
preflions in your disfavor. Henri pre- 
ceded to the Chateau, on the way thi- 
ther revolving the damnable fophiliries 
juft voided by Hildebrand. His defire 
to be left alone in the Marquis's cham- 
ber certainly wajs fuggefted by the devil. 
The Marquis, as Geoffery defcribcd to - 
Claudio, was in a ftate, of which each 
minute left you in doubt whether he 
would Jive or die the next. Henri gave 
into the p^rfuafion that the latter would 
;be the cafe, until his imagination 
^caught fire from his wiflies, and in- 
.vefted him with the pofTcflion of tl^- 
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Marquifate. In an evil moment he 
recoHefted the fo-often expreffed defire 
of his father to be decollated immedi- 
ately it were certified that the breath 
was out of his body. Henri fought 
againft his confcience, and drew his 
fword. For what he knew, the Mar* 
quis might already be dead I who was 
there to gainfay his affirmation that he 
was fo ? Notwithftanding the aid of this 
reafoning, his hand, fo wavered, that the 
blade fell with unintended gentlenefe 
on the neck of his father,, and merely 
cxtrafting blood, recovered him to his 
fenfes. He opened his eyes : In Hen- 
ri's opinion it was a refiirreaion to 
ufurp from him his newly acquired do- 
minion. He Ihortened his fword, and 
(luck it into his father's throat. Hfe 
retreat in terror, and Clandio^s inter- 
ference, have been let forth in detail. 
The Marquis, whofe intelle6ts were yet 
abforbed by his lethargy, was unable ta 
identify the real perpetrator, in whom he 
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immediately fufpefted the marvelloirs 
Julian, and exclaimed accordingly. 
Hildebrand's opportune arrival re- 
newed Henri's affurance. The artful 
• Monk affe£led an extreme horror at 
the parricide in order to enhance the 
friendlinefs of his adminiftring* to the 
concealment of it. When their fears 
of difcovery were entombed with the 
body of the Marquis, they began to 
revolve in what manner Henri fhould 
atchieve his amorous will on Camilla, 
Her fecluding herfelf within her 
own apartments inviolably as though 
fhe were cloiftered in a nunnery, dit 
concerted all Henri's plots of attempts 
in perfon 5 and difcomforted him with 
a fecret dread of Claudio becoming 
acquainted with the provocation of her 
unfociable referve. Nothing but Clau- 
dio's confidential lamentations of it, 
could have caufed him to exchange 
thole apprehenfions for refolution$ of fo 
audacious a nature as them that fol* 
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lowed. Hildebrand's revenge- was 
now fo inf.'parably allied to Henri's 
fuccefs in debauching the woman be- 
loved by the Italian, that he revolved 
.every prafticable villainy, till at laft he 
digefted that execrable maflerpiece of 
impofition- whereby Claudio was poi- 
ibncd with jealoufy and his wife drivej;i 
from the Ch^^eau. Henri's afFeftatiou 
of being furprifed by the Cavalier at 
unfeafonable hours in the way to Ca- 
milla's Jodgings, was meant to incline 
•^im to a readier belief of the legend 
jth^t 3(va§ to wind up the procedure ^ 
jjmilar was the tendency ,of the ex- 
,chang^ :of portraits, which Henri was 
jen?ibled to do by his having private ac* 
cefs to the boudoir. But the cataftro- 
j)he di|r^tis:fied both parties, who had 
-beeri blinde4 by their paffions of luft 
,?nd revenge to the genuine charafter 
pfjthfe Italic J Hildebrand Jiavipg in- 
cfifted, and IJenri having believed, 
-that it w^ ppffibje to juggle hiru out 
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of his wife, by playing lipon ihok 
feelings of magnanimity, which had 
been already tuned to a * romantic 
pitch during his adventures with Oraf- 
myn. However, the malign Priefl: was 
fo far rejoiced by the wretchednefs of 
the CavaJier, that he aflSbrded comfort 
to Henri'^s defpondency at the flight of* 
Camilla, by fpiriting him to venture her 
purfuit The ftealth of the x^aflcet, and 
the incidents attending Jdaudio's im- 
priforimeiit, were timed according to 
bis direction. A greater genius for 
knavery never exifted in a«y man ! 

Claud io's recovery from thefe delufi- 
ons, was no Jefs agonizing than the 
reftoration to life of a perfon impet- 
fe£Hy drowned, ftrangled, or fufFocated. 
The re-eftabli{hmei>t of CamillaV 
virtue wrought within him remorfe 
and madnefs even more torturous 
than the jealoufy and horror with wiiich 
•he had heard her condemnation. He 
'ftamped on the ground and raved. 
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Damned be this foil, and fterile of all 
good, as was the foul of its late mafter ! 
O would that I could breathe tempef- 
tuous curfes to overthrow that abomina- 
ble man(ion> whither virtue never came 
before Camilla, and with her departed. 
Fool, Ideot 1 Barbarian, vile Barbarian, 
that I was, to ftrengthen her enemies 
with my credulity ! Where is fhe now ? 
tell me that ! Where is (he now ? adrift, 
helplefs,^ unprovided, unprotefted. 
Where is (he now? who would com- 
fort me, tell me that ! Thefe frantic 
eruptions concluded more than once in 
deathlike fwoons, from which Geoflfery 
tfembled to recover him,, as the re- 
newal of fenfe was the renewal of out- 
rage. As the only way to pacify him, 
the good old man at length ventured to 
affe6t the placing Camilla's condu6l in 
fuch doubtful lights as might be ad- 
mitted by Claudio to excufe his feve- 
rity towards her. With this intention 
he pleaded^ That her deteftation of 
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Henri when he became Marquis, was 
inconfiftent with her fpecious reconcilia'- 
tion to him before his journey; and that 
her excommunicating him from her 
company, if meant for a decifive fign 
of her deteftation, was, with worfe in- 
confiftency, extended to her hufband. 
Then what could be alledged for the 
juftification of her flight ? No queftion 
could be more unanfwerable, every 
kindred circumftance being yet in the 
womb of myftery : it likewife muft be 
hinted, that the foregoing confeffion is 
much more explicit to the reader than 
the one repeated by GeofFery was to 
the Cavalier. The latter hearkened 
with gloomy filence, and then with a 
fmile that difpelled all the fhadows of 
impeachment conjured up by GeofFery 
againft poor Camilla, faid, I underiland 
your reproof becaufe I feel it. I thank 
you for bringing me to the conviftion 
that I ought not to wafte my time in 
empty lamentations^ but appropriate it 
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to aflions of atcnement That atone-: 
ment is f.^vcre, fiiicc one of its iirft 
proofs r^uft be my departure from a 
man, who can fo far mift^ke me as tq 
prefume I can derive comfort from his 
profanation of the charafter of ai\ 
angel, and that at the very time when 
he fliould be glorifying providence for 
having made him inftrumental to its 
purification. My fweet Lord, do not 
leave me, cried Geoffery, and bumbled 
himfelf ; I wa^ niad to fpeak as I did,- 
but of madnefs I have been accufed,' 
fuid falfcly till noiy. Hearken to what 
I have to tell^ of whicii fomewhat will 
touch you n?9r, if you did blame mc 
§ox difregarding your impriibnmexit. 
While I heajd revealmei^ts fo truly 
ihQcfcing, I feyeral time? was prompt to 
betray myfelf hy exclamations of horr 
f0:r ; bpt, in that cafe, I fliould have 
been fuperadded to the yiftims of 
Henri. Towards the ponclufion, the 
9g(^ny of ftruggling agaijnft thofe emo- 
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tlons threw me into an; hyfterical con- 
dition ; I was on the point of efcaping 
from my dread of difcovety by braving 
it, when happily I was wonderftruck 
jnto attentivenefs by hearing the finner 
attaint hiipfelf of having murdered you j 
you, whom the fervants had accufed as 
J have forefliown. When I afterwards 
;Was apprized of your apprehenfion^ J 
fludicd to avail myfelf of that wondrous 
kuowjedge fo wondroufly acquired* 
I am diffident to reprefent to you how 
O^ften I compelled myfelf to adopt the 
-bold refolution of charging all hazards 
.through Wihifph your benefit could b^ 
^tchjev^d ; nor can I without blufhes 
confefs, tiiQt terror of the Jnquifitiofl^ 
with love of a life fp providentially pr^- 
fefved through a youth of w:^rfar9— 
nay, my dear JLord, I yet njight havf 
been viftojr over thefe feelings, butj 
ala$!.the fecrets of which I w^s the 
-depofitary mutinied againft your good 
in me. My Qgnftitutig;! was diifebl^.d 
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and my brain fevered. StilJ, at inters 
vals, I commiffionedmy fellow fervants 
on your behalf^ but they merely 
humored me by affefting acquiefcence 
in what they inwardly defpifed. I 
could not folre whether the new Mar- 
quis were alarmed by the coherence of 
my tranfports, or by any particular 
words refpefting the calkct of jewels ; 
but I found that by his order I was 
conffncdT for a maniac, to which cha- 
ra£ter all the dangerous expreflions^ 
ufed during my ilkiefs, were afcribed.- 
The curiofity of my keepers to be-- 
hold you a prifoner,. kff me un-- 
guarded} an opportunity that I 
Ihould have been wicked to- negleft, 
fince thefe are the fruits of it. 

Claudio embraced him. The re- 
mainder of the night was fpent in an 
awful ftillnefs uninterrupted by further 
Ipeech. Morning ftruck each with 
compaflion at the other's woful appear- 
ance. After fome converfation they de- 
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Cided to feparate, and purfue difFerent 
tracks in fearcb of Camilla ; with the 
ftipulaf ion that at the expiration of a 
fortnight, he, who (hould be unfuc- 
cefsful, was to repair to a certain town 
in order to learn the fortune of his ac- 
complice. At this jun£lure, GeofFery 
imclofed his waiftcoats, and difcovered 
the welcome fpeflacle of feveral bags 
of coin myfterioufly adjufted about his 
ibody. He explained. That with the 
defign of journeying from the Chateau 
to Thouloufe, where he learned the 
Cavalier was imprifoned, he fo had 
difpofed the profitsof his long fervitude 
in order to fecure them from the mif- 
chances of the roads ^ and in that con- 
cealment they fince had refted. Clau- 
dio's thoughts were too entirely pre- 
pofleffed by Camilla, to empower him to 
maintain his former fcrupulofity at di- 
viding, the liberal Geoffery's hard- 
earned gains. He received the money 
with a mechanical hand and a thanklefs 
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tongue. After a warm embrace they 
turned their backs and difappcared by 
Contrary ways. 

At the period of that fortnight, 
Geoffery was faithful to the affignation, 
where he appeared with a heart de- 
jefted by his own unavailing inquiries, 
but with a countenance cheerful in the 
hope ot welcoming good tidings from 
the Cavalier. The afpeft of the latter 
fpoke foonerhis tongue j and mutua!! 
failure was fucceeded by mutual be- 
-wailings. They then j)urpofed to jour- 
urey towards the fea coift, aiid inquire 
at every maritime town in Provence, 
whether agy female refemblant to Ca- 
milla, whofe fex, folitarinefs, and def- 
pondency were .fo likely to provoke cu- 
riofity, had been known lately t6 
embark for Spain or Italy. They 
parted, having previoufly fixed on k 
fecond, rendezvous. 

Forthree days Claudioindireflly ap- 
■"'^oac^hed the cbaft by raving ffdm vil- 
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lage to village, but without gleaning 
the leafl of that intelligence fo dear to 
his expc£tctions. The fourth .day was 
fo far fpc^nt in inceffant travel, that the 
weft w^as loUng the fun when he en- 
tered a country thickly fprinkled with 
ruftic habitations ; and being overcortie 
by fatigue and fafting, fat down on a 
bank that ferved,as a foundation to the 
fence of a Cottage garden. Now that 
his body was at reft, by a natural al- 
ternity, his mind began to exert ifelf. 
He gazed on the conflagration lit up 
by the finking fun, and remembered 
the poet's fancy, that our primitive pa- 
rents deplored the firft day .as confumed 
in its own fire, and were hopelefs of 
its re-appearance : but when they were 
rejoiced by the conftant circulation . of 
the fun, could they fail to venerate it as 
being fymbolical of the eternity of it's 
godly direftor ? therefore, how natural 
it was in their ignorant fucceflbrs to 
:pay it worfliip ! at length, by a familiar 
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deduction, he reflefted on the nature of 
eternity kfelf, He knew it to be at- 
tributed to the Divinity, that he paffed 
an eternity in mortal moments, and he 
felt that no one could dare to arraign 
that idea as one that was chimerical ; 
for, if exiftence were meafured by in- 
cident rather than time^ men them- 
felves were fometimes lifted towards 
the gods, by living whole years within 
the feafon of a month. Claudio de- 
rived a confirmation in ihis opinion 
from himfelf, who, in the nine months 
that were worn outfince his venturing 
on the expedition to Africa, had un- 
dergone a feries of occurrences fupe- 
rior in number and nature to all the 
experience of his former life. His in- 
firmities inftru£led him that the prior 
and latter weeks in thofe months had 
been as dangerous to his conftitutioa 
as fo many years, for grief had brought 
age upon his youth, its days being 
long though few. He j)roceeded t© 
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note the different ftages of his misfor- 
tunes through the above time, while 
the fliriil tones of a female difquieted 
the garden within the fence. 1 he mild 
voice of the perfon whom (lie anfwered, 
made it doubtful what caufe he had 
given her to be angry ; but, as fli€ 
went on, the paflionate volubility of 
her retort marked her for a genuine 
fhrew, who, moft likely, was provok- 
ing provocation from one of thofe fuf- 
fering huibands entitled henpecked. 

I have made up my mind to tell 
you, that I wont tamely fee our fub- 
ftance wafted upon chance people. And 
you ! what right have you, I fliould 
like to know, to give of yourfelf a laft 
week's cruft to another ? Arc you to be 
reminded thathoufe, furniture, money^ 
all, ay, all on your back, or in your 
'ftomach, are of my bringing? 

Of the hufband's anfwer only thefe 
expreffions were intelligible. Incle- 
ment weather — friendlefs wanderer — 

VOL. IV. U 



431- THE rJIflEJE BROTHERa. 

condition challenging coiiipaincH3— * 
ch ri ft ian hofp i ta] i ty — G en tk woman-r— 
could not expeft fuch hard-he artednefs 
in my dear Denife. 

His dear Denife caught up other 
parts of his fpeech that were unheard^ 
and publiflied them with thefe com- 
ments. I muft, muft I ? I muft in duty 
attend to people who are too proud to 
cxcufe themfi'lves when every appear- 
ance isagainft them ? By th^ Mother 
of Chrift ! if I your lawful fpoufc, were 
in childbed, you could not be more 
earncft— 

Why furely, Denife, your jealoufy is 
not fo conceited as to fufpe£i: me ? 

What, when we've been married 
thefe five long months, and nothing 
come of it ? O no ! 

Only five months ! fighed the huf- 
band ; then redoubling his Ipirit, Per-' 
haps, I am not in fault 

Scandalous man ! I can prove to the . 
contrary. 
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The devil ! wife ! whaJ: are you 
about to fay ? 

That I can fee through yow fcheme, 
which is to find a pretext for harbouring 
a ftrumpet, by ripping up the old fcan- 
dal of my having— having— 

Toconfcfsthe truth, wife, that- report 
did ireach me during my firft acquaint- 
ance with y<Du, but, had I credited it, 
I never would have put you in aa 
honeft way to have one. Denife was 
filenced either by confternation at her 
hufband's knowledge, or by his retiring 
into the houfe. 

During this difpute Claudio was 
funken in imperturbable meditations, 
from which he afterwards was reco- 
vered juft as the flapping pinions of a 
night-bird perched on a branch over- 
head, gave warning of impending dark- 
n^fe. He proceeded on his uncertain 
way in the fame moment that the huf* 
band reMflued from the houfe, and up 
braidingly acquainted his wife. That 
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their gueft, having heard her uncharita- 
ble fentiments, was refolute to offeud 
thenfi no longer. 

What, (he can interpret a hint, can 
ibe ? I wifli to Heaven (he would have 
condefccnded to do fo much before, 
when many times I have cxprefled how 
wonderftruck I was at her conditibn, 
and how curious I was to know ail 
about it. 

Ah, Denife !. they buy affiftance at d 
dear price, who pay for it vvith the 
pubhVation of their fecret miferies. 

Pay, indeed ! why the devil of a fous 
has (lie paid for.any. thing! (he is more 
ftingy of her words than a brother of 
la Trappe. I hate your dumb people ; 
they always do the more for it. I am 
fure (he has done the wbrft, for her brat 
is not born a Chriftiah. I am uncha- 
ritable, am I ? and (he can find none 
other time to call me fo, than at the 
end of her third week's fub(iftence at 
my e^^pence. Marry come up ! let her 
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away to the filthy father, if it be not an 
clve of the devil's begetting. I am 
alloniflied at your inhumanity in wifli- 
ing to expofe me to the longer ./ight of 
fuch a hideous creature, when you 
ought to dread its effefts within me, if 
fo be I am in a certain fituation. 

Prythee, Denife! fpeak, my love! is 
itfo? 

I can't fay for certain; but, really, I 
have lately had a bitter hot tooth-ach. 
. The Cavalier was diftant full a league, 
when he accidentally ftruck his foot 
adjainft the trunk of ,a fevered tree. 
The Ihock eleftrified his entire frame, 
and fcattered his thoughts; it unlocked 
his ears like the burfting of bubbles 
that remain after bathing, and the dif- 
courfe, to which he had been an inat* 
tentive auditor, entered his und«ftand- 
ing. Memory adopted the accents of 
the man with fo much intereft, that, 
feeing the oppofition made by night to 
his proceeding, he refolved to turn 
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back; which he did, and in a fbort 
liiae arrived at the cottage wicket* 
His hopes emboldened J)im to lift up 
the latch, and enter with confidence. 
The mailer was feated befide.a hea'^th 
hot with blazing faggots, which flionc 
cheerfully on his features. Ercolani! 
faid Ciaudio. The qtjondam Squire 
turned pale as alhes. Don't you re- 
member me, Ercoliani'? I know that I 
am altered to your eyes, but ca«not 
your heart iJentify me ?. Ercplani ceafed 
to be incredulous to -his own fenfes^ 
but dadiing every thing afide that flood 
in the way, caught his mafter in his 
arms, hugging, dancing, bhibbering, 
finging, and kneeling, all in. the fame 
minute,. Claudip was unabJe to make 
him quit the Uft fuhmiffive pofture, to 
which he.ha^ rccourfe for thie purpofe 
of cxcufuig hii firft famiKaritica, before 
Denifj^, whdfe. cars were woDdcrfulIy 
fufceptlbk of any., uhufual found, ap-- 
p^red.from an ianer ropm. 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 43^ 

Heyday ! another beggar ? and da 
you go down upon your knees and kifs 
his hand, to pcrfuade him to accept 
what he would ftdal rather than go 
without ? 

Ha ! exclaimed Erco-lani ; who is it, 
whom fo often I have defcribed to you 
as the moft magnanimous Cavalier in 
the univerfe ? Who is it, whofe fervice 
I ever regret quitting, although in that 
cafe I nev^r could have beheld your 
fece ? Who is it, whom 1 would prefer 
. tomee* before any foul breathing ? 

O Jcfus ! the dolt raves to queftion 
me ID this man»er, when fo well he 
knows, thai: that perfon is no other 
Ifban Dan Claudao de Santillana ! 

"^Then down upon your knees, foul- 
tongued woman 1 a«d kifs the bands 
of that Nobleman, to perfuade him to 
accept what I would fteal rather than- 
be fhould go without, - 

Dcnrfe had no crthef idea of nobility' 
than w5iat ihe had derived from its- 

u 4 
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whofc enquiring eyes Ercolani thought 
himClf obliged 'to anfwer. He toofc 
the iadvantagc of Denife's abfemre to 
relate. That a poor woman was taken 
in labour, while refting by chance in 
his dwelling, about three weeks back ^ 
that no pains had been fpared to mam^ 
tain and comfort her from, that tinae 
until the preft nt dny, when her indig- 
nation at the difcovery of bis wife^s 
diflike to hc^r taciturnity and the coa>- 
plexion of her child, had overcome 
gratitude, and. provoked her . to withv 
draw. No remcii^ frovn Cioudio could 
intervene befotJe Itoe diipatchfui De^nife 
re-appeared, and endeavoured to oon- 
fole the Cavalier for ^the loft of her 
company by al&jring him, That in the 
hope that he would deign to fpend the 
night beneath her roof, fhe already had 
prepared abed-chamber to receivchim. 
Claudio gave for. airfwer, •^ That h^ 
did not defire to be confidered/ as an 
.accomplice in the expuliiob of thelir 
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gueft^ who was entitled by her condi- 
tum to 'cvary excuffe and afliftance :. 
foch was hi« opinion/* To the afto-' 
nifliment of Denife, who always having, 
underftood that gretftneis and felfifli- 
nefs 'Vipiew infopairable, felt her reve- 
rence ofClaudiofubfide proportionably^ 

* 

as k llxould iiave rifen. EncoJani co- 
loured like a man, his wife like a fury.. 
Sl:ic l^id. She was convinced that if his. 
Excellency could know in whofe caulc 
be hafd fpoke, he would be very glad 
to recall his words. Denife I cried tbev 
zeateus Ercolani, ivefe ' it . a npad' th^t 
uttered your workls, my knuckles ihbuld ' 
drive them doTra bis impiKient throat,,' 
with half a : dozen teeth- bcfide tb fink '. 
them from erer rifinig-agatn. Yiouiajf" 
that the woman is gone: it.beiiig. Jatc 
in the eveniiig, ilic canbot be gone far. 
Then go you I coimrhand, and ufe ait 
hour in the erideavour to find where 
Ibe matoes her lodging for the nigbt. 
Betiife reluftairtly oheybd: 

V 6 
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Claudio and Ercolani being left to- 
gether, the former imitated a cheerful 
air, and faid, " So, Ercolani ! I find 
you married." 

" If my being fo can give you any 
pleafure, Signor, I will ceafe to lament 
it," faid Ercolani. 

** I am forry to hear this," faid 
Caludio. 

" I am very forry to fay it," adjoined 
Ercolani. 

Claudio remarked, " That marriage 
was fpoken of as a blefled ftate." 

** By priefts, who are not allowed to 
fpeak of it from experience," faid Er- 
colani. " Yet, Signor, to you it might 
have been a bleffed ftate; for many 
times I have heard you call out the 
name of Camilla, and blefs her in your 
Ikep ; and then I have faid to myfelf. 
What a furety of happinefs my dear 
matter would poffefs in that woman of 
whom the mere imagination can rejoice 
his Ileep ! But that that happinefs hath 
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been denied you, I can plainly under- 
ftand from the melancholy which ftill 
commands your countenance." 

O God! eiaudio ejaculated, and 
fighed a figh, fuch an one as no pafiion 
befide defpair can breathe. Ercolani 
noticed the thorough forlomnefs of his 
appearance, and felt his intereil (harp- 
ened by each particular of diftrefs in 
his vifage, perfon, and habit ; but the 
more he was inftigated by curiofity, the 
more he tried to convince himfelf that 
it was his duty to fubdue it : he fuc- 
ceeded; and fo nobly refpeded the 
hidden forrows of his mafter, as not to 
invade them with a fingle imperti- 
nence. 

Denife returned before one-third of 
the hour was fpent, and whifpered the 
intelligence to Ercolani, Of the ftrum-* 
pet having had the audacioufnefs to. 
alledge a fear of 4he rain as the reafcn 
for her going into their barn, and copx- 
pofing a bed of barley ftraw. ^. . 
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You did not driye her from where a^ 
dog 16 free to litter ? laid Ercolani. 

Denife undeceived hira with an 
Oh, no ! I told her, that- it was a pit)r 
flie erer from the ftrft had Jittered elfe- 
whepe, for. that her deJiveiy fhould 
hare- bcett like a dog*s, iince the iffue 
was fo (stt pup«py-Kke as to deferve noi 
better fate tlhan drowning; 

If you Gotild fwallow your own 
tongue, fnid Ercoiani, you'd -find it 
damnalbly bitter. Denife prevented: 
his proceeding by pretending to be ad*- 
dreffed by the Cavalier, to whom her* 
knees were very flexible, while tuning 
her fhrili voice,' fbe afked,-"in a kind of 
recitative^ If his Excellency chofe to 
honour h&t with bis commands ? The 
unGomi^^H^a^ accents tecalledthe mufing- 
Claudio to foreie degree of inemoiy>- 
and he faid. Have you learned any 
thin^ tn^re of her you were 4iefling me 
of? Dietiife reg-retted ^r having 
brought hitfi back to the fftfbjefli and. 
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hefitaitetil to dnfwcr ; . but Ercolani prro* 
fked by her confbfitMi^ and told t^^^ 
G^^^ilier, Hiat ftie was fafely lodged 
whither he was then repairing for the 
purpofe of improving hex accommoda- 
tioh with a couple of blankets* It 15 
well, adjoined QauidiQ ; ahoid. let thele 
two crowns accompany yow Wtoikets. 
Your ExceUency is a maUer-piece of 
geneiiofity, cried. Dcnife* Poor wretch, 
howr -• TQJoiced flle^H he 1 I : would not 
mife the fight ©f hfcr raptures on any 
aocxmht; ' I Will carry tbem to her my*- 
ffelf./ Brcoiaid thwarted her ifodrien 
ben^vblenoe by a dbcifive cammand to 
ftay within afnd prepare the fiappct' 
during his ^ahfence. • 

Deuife's cnlimry' indiiftry was of fa 
bniliiiig X natuney thMr it many times. 
caxifed !tfae Gavalier to aiter Mb feat ; 
wbicli .be did.withothe worfe giiace, as 
ay^teinpeft dF apdbgle^ attended eadv 
r^tiovalO l^e- gkntpHty of km bcftefsr 
tltondefod kway blLihedf^liDii^ and be 



. '' 



443 THE J'HREE BROTHERS. 

was in the laft extreme of impatience 
ivhen Ercolani re-entered. Lord ! how 
the wind has reddened your eyes ! De- 
nife cried out immediately flie-faw him. 
Ah, it does blow very bleaky, anfwered 
Ercolani, and {haded himfelf from the 
light with his hand : a reafon why my 
blankets were the more welcome. 
But, Signer, I have been obliged to 
defraud your charity of the thanks it 
deferved ; for if I had told her that the 
money came from . any one except my- 
felf, (he would have declined it in dif- 
dain of any thing rcfembling alms. ^ I 
wonder, Ercolani, that you would ven- 
ture a falfehood ! cried the mercenary 
Denife. Her hufband replied. And I 
wonder, Denife! that your nofe can be 
fo fenfelefs as not to fcent how offen- 
fively that ragout js fcorched! This 
alarm, though a falfefbne,.was effefhial 
on Denife, whofc prid^ , in her. cookery 
was m'anifeft, when ihe plfeced the.rar 
gout. on the fuppenldbie, aad reproach* 



THE THREE BROTHERS. 449 

fully protefted that it was as pcrfedl as 
her own O'-gans for fmelling. 

Claudio's appetite was very ungrate- 
ful after the pains Denife had been at 
to entertain it. He was little difpofed 
to eat, and' lefs to converfe ; but as 
during his meal he found that Ercolani 
was refolute in rca6ling the duties of 
his former fervitude, he, at the conclu- 
(ion, invited him to a degree of fami- 
liarity by defiring to hear the hiftory of 
his adventures on the night of the Ge- 
noefe confpiracy and fubfequently. 

To judge by the prolixity Ercolani 
ufed, the theme was pleafant to his 
tongue. If he had been obliged to 
comprefs his ftory into a few words, 
he probably would have fpoken thus : 
Well, Signor, I went on board feon 
after I had quitted you. I was told, 
and fo were my comrades, that we 
ihould fail with the gale of that night ; 
but when night was half gone by, the 
mode in which the veffel was mimoored 
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cxcecdiiijgly fuiprifed all, who, UJoe my- 
felf, had cn-gaged to fight the Africans- 
Suddenly we wefe ©rdcred to affemble 
on deck. "Ihe name of our Admiral 
was Jofeph Verrina; and a bolder 
heart never beat. He made a flaming 
fpeech, in which he contrived to exaf- 
perate us againft the Dorias^ ^hom^ 
among many , other trefpaflcs, he ac- 
cufed of having projefted the deftruc* 
tion of the Conte di Lavagna to take 
place that very night. The Conte has 
miracubufly- difcbvered their treachery,, 
and he i\ow aiks through me. If you> 
whom he has ckd and arnied at hb 
own e^cpence ; if yon will tamely ftand 
a^of, and abaodsom ham to their htst^ 
chery ? Who can be that wretch ? was 
the- fentiment, avowed by all, though 
variouflyjexprefled. Indeed, there were 
about half a dozen who, to diigoife 
then' cowardice, affefted tofufpeft that 
all was not as it was rehii^d ; but the^ 
O0ly edScaped being cafl! overbofiwrd 
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through the interference of him they 
had , dared to call a liar. He com- 
manded that they fliould be fettered 
down in the hold, whereto they were 
no fooner borne, than he dire£led ^ 
piece of ordnance to be difcharged for 
fhe purpofe of fignifying our loyalty to 
the Conte. We did not lofe a moment 
in forcing the lefTer harbour, and maf- 
tering the fleet of the alfefiins, who, we 
feared, were at their bloody work, as 
the city fcemed to be in a ftrange un* 
feafbnabie commotion. At the time 
when we were rejoicing on account of 
our fucccfs, Verrina returned on board 
with fcveral Givaliers; all in great 
tejrror and haftJi. We were ordered to 
ftand out to fea, and then we found 
how we had been inveigled to abet a 
confpiracy againft the Government In 
a few days we arrived at Marfeilles, 
^hcre I was fet on fbore, and aban- 
doned to my deftiny. For fome time. 
Signer, I was in diftrefei for the cir- 
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ciimftance of my being a foreigner 
caufed me to be reje£ted by feveral 
French gentlemen to v\hom I offered 
my fervices. At length I conceived 
that marriage muft be the beft mode of 
naturalization. Si gnor, the confequence 
of that idea is that Denife is now mif* 
trcfs of him to whom you were mafter, 
and fo kind a one that — Dei>ife in- 
terrupted him by faying. It certainly is 
• very irreverent in you, Ercolani, to 
monopolize all the talk to yourfelf, and 
not to profit by his Excellency's conde- 
fcenfion to tell you what muft have 
happened to him ; which, eonfidering 
his real nobility, and the drefs he now. 
wears, no doubt is exceedingly curious 
and uncommon to hear. 

Ercolani took this reproof in good 
part ; but fearful of feeming inquilitive, 
he only enquired If the Cavalier had 
ever learned what was the fate of that 
favourite horfe which he left in the 
Marquis's ftables ? Claudio's reply was 
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very diflatIsfa£tory ; and it was neither 
in the power of Denlfe with her hints, 
or Ercolani with his attentions, to pre- 
fer ve him from, a depth of forrowful 
meditation into which he fuddenly 
fank. After a long forgetfuhiefs of 
where he was and with whom, he 
recovered for a moment, and defired 
to be conduced to reft ; when he dif- 
miffcd his affiduous hoft, and repkiuged 
into thoughtfuhiefs. Denife paffed the 
night in vifions of a moft flattering na- 
ture, for ihe refigned hcrfelf to fleep 
with the credulity that nothing inferior 
to the perfefting her fortune could at- 
tend a Nobleman's lodging under her 
roof. Who can pretend to portray her 
difappoiritment when the Cavalier 
arofe, and exprelling regret at the 
latenefs of the hour, fet forward on 
his journey in defpitc of all her huf- 
band's entreaties ; and without more 
exhibition of his money than the ele- 
emofynary two crowns of the night 
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l>efore. Poor Ercolani's cars rung with 
the double violence of her tongue and 
her knuckles, to which fhe invented 
this accompaniment, Thefe are marks 
of a different coin to thofe tha* I ex^ 
peeled to receive from your niggardly 
mafter. 

Meantime Claudio rejoiced at his 
cnfranchifement from the oflScioufnefs 
of his hoft, and the imperttnence of 
his hoftcfs, and gave himfelf up to a 
complete liberty of thought. In that 
flate he proceeded to where the houfes 
thickened into the form of a village? ; 
when the fhout of a ruftie, who juft 
then iifued from a hovel, caufed him to 
raife hi^ eyes, and to fix them on a me- 
lancholy female, who was at fome dis- 
tance before him, languifliing under 
the burden of a child. Claudro truly 
guefled her to be the woman whooi he 
had fiicceedcd in the pofleffion of fcr- 
colani's bedchainber. His meditation 
on Camilla was jealous of another fub- 
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jeft, fo that he were about to relapfe, 
when he cotild not avoid diftingialfliijig^ 
thefe words i .Behold ! neighbours^ 
ft:eighbom*s! behold the \\aoman and 
her blackamour bafiard ! 

Behbld the woman and her black- 
amour barfiard ! was an appeal to the 
curiofity of every one, for the dwellings 
were irmitediately "emptied of their 
clownifli ftone-jhcxirted tenants. They 
rudely increafed around the unhappy 
ohjcft, to whom they addreffed the 
moft malevolent fpceches. 

So Dame Denife has at ;laft come to 
her fenfes, and has {hx!)wn your (trump- 
etfhip the road out of her door. It is a 
finful ,flrame that (he fliould have neg- 
lected to do it for fo long. 

Lord, do -you fee bow clofely (he 
hugs that din^^y mifcreant ? I war- 
rant now that (lie thinks it as' deferv- 
ing of love as" this fair little cherub 
which I hold in my arms. 

A fringed mantelet ! an embroi- 
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dored ftomacher ! a laced coifFure ! 
ruffles ! flippers ! were ejaculated by 
llie younger females, who familiarly 
fingered each obje£l as they named it 
with envious emphafis. 

'Ilicy wore comforted by a Paraly- 
tica! old beldam, who fluttered forth. 
Ay, my dears ! any woman may gain 
a man to dizen her perfon, if fo be 
flie will agree to let him have the ufe 
of it afterwards. 

The furrounding tumult, in which 
were mingled the vociferations of men 
and women, the waitings of their chil- 
dren, the yelpings of curs, and many 
local noifes, agitated the woman to the 
ficklinefs of terror, and (he feebly of- 
fered to make her way through them. 

She is too good to walk, was cried 
by a fpeftatrefs, ironically. 

Witches can fail on a ftraw, ad- 
joined a boor of the other fex. I 
am fure, judging as I do by what 
I have heard, that were fli^ to tofe 
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that black monfter up into the air, 
it would fly as naturally as a negro 
fwims." 

A damnable fuperftition plagued the 
fouls of his barbarous auditors: in* 
flamed by one another, they buftied 
about the mother, fpitting, bellowing, 
fiamping, till wrought by thefe and 
other infults even more inhuman, to 
the (hocking extreme of ferocity, they 
wrung the innocent babe from her 
arms. In sm inftant the poor little in- 
fant was bandied throughout the con- 
courfe, each individual ((avagely fight- 
ing to brand it with his abhorrence ; 
while the agonized parent fent after it 
a fliriek which the pitying heavens 
echoed. 

By that time Claudio was ap- 
proached. He pierced with fierce- 
nefs into the multitude; after many 
vain eflforts he intercepted the child in 
its flight from one barbarian to the 
other; to the furious difappointment 

X 



458 THE TSllEB MLOTHEK^. 

of Acm who C3q)eaed its career, he 
fccurcd it .with one arm, and into the 
other received the frantic mother : ihe 
was the ghoft of Camilla. 

Ill &led woman "! who -can conceive 
your grief, yoijr diftraftion, your dc« 
fpair, when after a fometime xe/idence 
at the Chateau^ you ibund all your at 
furance of a blifefiil matrimony blafte^ 
by a pregnancy fi> prem^uie, that 
you afcertained Ae cteature of yx)ar 
womb not to be the legitimate offspriiqf 
of your hufinmd, lut the baftard <xf 
your laft inikiacy with (hattnyn im- 
mediately before Ac j^xpeditioa to 
Africa i Thence your afiedatbn of in- 
vifible fojitude, the IHence of your in^ 
dignation at the conduft of Henri, 
your defeftion froro the bridal bed, 
and your fubfequent flight when yoo 
thought it irapoflibte loager to blbd 
difcovery. 

Thi^ the ifnagery of the thrice hcar- 
rible me^tinff ! H€ji?e appeared Claudio 
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with faculties fo diftempered, that the 
univeife whirled airound him ; in his 
arms poor Camilla^ disfigured by every 
attribute of Woe 5 at their feet the 
child: child no longer, but a fliap'elefs 
itiafs of flefli, like to fome abortion, 
bonelefs and undigefted ; fo made by 
the chriftian brutes,, whdfe barbarous 
Hearts now wavered flow with wonder, 
tvhichalfo animated their ftupid eyes, 
while they beheld a fcene in which 
themfelves were aftors. 

It was a plfture throughout the 
world incomparable : fuccceding it ali 
coburs would Ihew dim, fo here the 
pencil fleeps. ^ 

It furely cannot be imputed to aa 
Author as a ferious fault, that at the 
age of nineteen (his age when he com- 
menced this Romance) he fhould have 
neglefted to model the circumftances 
of his work fo as to make thempro- 

x2 
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du£live of one grand moral. Perhaps 
his firft idea was not nobler than that of 
writing to entertain. But the improve- 
ment of two years and an half (the 
time employed in this performance) 
have made him prefumptious or ambi^ 
tious to inftruSt. Therefore, after feat- 
tering much tranfient morality, he now 
endeavours to deduce from the inci- 
dents which he has feigned, thefe 
principles. 

In words refembling thofe of the 
Friar, he will fay. That it is both a 
folly and a vicetofuppofe, for amomenl't 
that we are called into life to be the 
fport of evil acjverfities. But that a fe- 
ries of unfore&Mi evils may be attributed 
to a fuperior decree, is a conceit merci« 
fully implanted in our'minds by Him, 
who would have us rely on his provi- 
dence, as the means of deriving com« 
fort even from our misfortunes. 
Wherefore, neither ought we to give 
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durfelves defpondently up to a current 
of adverfity, as did Artiaud j nor madly 
ftrive to ftem it when we feel it in- 
t'incible, as did Claudio and Camilla.* 
There is a point at which Fortitude 
fhould meeken into Refignation. • When 
to give battle, and when to ^ive way; 
conftitute the art of lifers -generalfliip. 
In this art Claudio and' Camilla were 
moft deplorably unlkilled. They fought 
againfl: fate with the fame fuccefs the 
Spartans fought at Thermopylae j the tri-^ 
umph of either confifted in periftiing 
within the linesof thie enemy : theOreekH 
fell amidft the countlefs multitude of their 
Perfian invaders ; Claudio and Camilla 
fell within e(poufals which they had 
entered in fpite of many barriers for* 
tified againft them by delicacy, honour^ 
and religion. The terrors of the laft 
fcene rooted in Camilla's brain^ and 
caufed a phrenetic illnefs to terminate iit' 
an idiotic melancholy that was incura« 

X3 
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ble. In that condition ihe retained' 
fome (bades of memoty, but Claudio* 
no otherwife could bring her to endure 
his prefence, than by iinbrowning his 
features with a curious lic]uid, and 
thereby feducing her into the mifappre* 
henfion of his being Orafmyn. All' 
the aflfeftion fhe manifefted^ was ten* 
dered to the fiftitious father of her two ' 
children i but Claudio refolutelv re- 
trained' from confummating the fraud ; 
fd that (he Hved the immaculate life of 
a virgin nun^ cloiftered in his arm^i 
lie removed frcnn infamy aad - France;.^ 
In conjqnf^ion with Geoffery he en* 
f ng^d a cottage fituated. on the Py^-- 
lenees. His bodily labor procured^ 
tfiem ftttiur« fMfienaqce*^ 
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•But now m/taik is foioothly done^ 
J can fly, or It«an run 
«<2j]ickly to the green earth's end 

Where the bow*d welkin flow doth bcn^t 
jlind from thence, can foar as foon 

To the corners o^lJie Moon. 

Mortals that would follow me$ 
Love Virtue, ihe alone is free. 
She can teach ye how to clime 
iiiligher than the Sphery cbinK;4 
•Or if virtue feeble were, 
JIf av*A hericlf would Aoop to h«f« 
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